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Chapter 37:12-36 Joseph is sold to Potiphar

They probably go to feed the flock in the land belonging to them at Shechem, which Jacob had purchased in Chapter 33. When Joseph comes looking for them, they were at Dothan. The cause for getting rid of Joseph may be in the fact that the brothers decided to go to Dothan instead of staying at Shechem (verse 17). This may not have been acceptable to Jacob, and Joseph would have reported them. Dothan was further away to the north.

The plotters were probably the concubine sons. Reuben, the eldest of Leah’s sons objects when he hears of it (verse 21). However Reuben does not have the courage to stand up against them and Joseph is put in a pit. Though details are not given, there was much pleading and tears by Joseph, so that the hardness of the brethren in this incident can be seen as per Genesis 42:21.

The casual ability to eat food while plotting a heinous deed shows the hardness of the heart of the brothers of Joseph.

Judah unaware of Reuben’s plans opts for another way of avoiding bloodshed, and at the same time getting rid of the unwanted one. Judah’s ethics is odd - killing should be avoided but selling into slavery is alright. Do we also grade our sins like Judah? We need to recognize that all sin is to be avoided.

It is possible that when Reuben was absent, the brothers decide to kill Joseph. But Joseph pleads with them, and so Judah says ‘okay let us not kill him but sell him as a slave’. Psychologically that would make sense of the sequence of events.

Midianites are a Ketinah tribe and not true Ishmaelites. During this period, when Joseph is sold to the Midianites, Reuben was not there, and he finds his plans to rescue Joseph defeated (verse 29f.).

In verse 32, we see how the brothers disassociate themselves from Joseph by saying ‘your son’ as if he was not their brother.

In verse 35 ‘daughters’ are mentioned though we are aware only of Dinah as Jacob’s daughter. It could mean the daughters-in-law or there could have been other daughters not mentioned.

Twenty shekels was the price paid for Joseph. In Leviticus 27:5, this was the valuation of a person who is between the age of 5 and 20. Joseph is 17 years old at this time. So this could have occurred only 10 to 16 years after leaving Laban i.e. before Isaac died. So Joseph would have been in captivity when Isaac died.

Behind Joseph’s slavery in Egypt, we can see a bigger, sovereign plan of God at work  (Genesis 45:1-7/Romans 8:28).
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