Notes for Slide nos 68-69
Summary of Abraham’s calling and his life thereafter
· God appeared to Abraham in Ur of the Chaldees (Acts 7:2), calling Abraham to migrate from Ur to a land that God would show him. Abraham’s father, Terah was a worshipper of idols (Joshua 24:2), a person who had lost touch with the reality of God. Yet when the God who created the world appeared to Abraham, Abraham recognized Him and responded to the call. Hebrews 11:8 says that Abraham did not know where God was taking him when he obeyed God’s call to move.

· Along with Abraham came his relatives, willing to follow him in his search for God’s will in his life - till they came to Haran (Genesis 11:31). Haran was a fertile land. It looked an ideal place for them to settle in - and so they did.
· But then came God’s call to Abraham to separate himself from his family and to move to Palestine (Genesis 12:1-3). To those of us who are parents, God’s call to Abraham is not what we would want for our children. God’s whole attitude appears to show a lack of concern for the parents. Is there a reason for this? 
· One explanation comes from a comparison of Genesis 11:26, 32, Genesis 12:4 and Acts 7:4. From Genesis 11:26 and 32 we can conclude that Abraham was 135 years old at the death of Terah. From Genesis 12:4 we see that Abraham entered Palestine at an age of 75 that is when Terah was still alive. Yet in Acts 7:4 Stephen says that Terah was dead when Abraham moved from Haran to Palestine. The only way this could be true is if we understand the Holy Spirit speaking through Stephen and Luke, as referring to the spiritual death of Terah. They had begun a pilgrimage from Ur to reach the Promised Land, but they died spiritually at Haran when they were trapped by the material attractions of Haran.
· If Abraham was to be a blessing, he needed to separate himself from the spiritually dead. He had to come out from them. This is true for us today too. If we are to be a blessing we need to separate ourselves from the spiritually dead.
· Before we responded to God’s will in our lives, we were caught up in the pursuits of the world (Ephesians 2.1-3). When we accept Christ, there is a transformation of our minds (Romans 12:1) so that we are no longer interested in the things we used to be interested in (I Peter 2:9). So we separate ourselves from the people we used to run with earlier, and Psalm 1 becomes a reality in our lives. We no longer sit with sinners and stand with the unrighteous. Only then we can be a blessing to others.
· But if there is no change in our interests, not only can we not be a blessing, but also our very commitment to Christ is suspect.
· Some find the idea of separation difficult. Did not Jesus mix with sinners? Did not Jesus come for sinners? Why then do we separate ourselves from sinners?
· “Separation” can be better understood if I said ‘be separated from the pursuits and interests of sinners’. The separation is not geographic but in interests.  I am not to join the alcoholic at the bar, or the gambler at the races. Rather, my life is to be such that the alcoholic and gambler will come to me for spiritual solace. When he comes, I am to receive him as a brother like Jesus did. 
· Unfortunately for us, Christians tend to cringe away from alcoholics and gamblers who come to church, but have no difficulty in associating with them in their sinful activities!  This is what needs to be reversed.  Our commitment to God must take such a priority in our interests that we should not even identify with our parents in their goals and ambitions in life when they are not committed to Christ!  And if we are not Christians, we may find God calling on our children to separate themselves from us in their interests and activities!
· Does that mean that we are not to identify with the working of this world and with the needs of our secular work? No, it would be a mistake to be unable to see the purposes of God in the working of the world around us. It says in Colossians 1:16 that all things were created by Christ and for Christ. So the working of the world around us is very much a part of God’s work. We need to distinguish between activity and the motivations for the activity.
· Thus, Abraham was a cattle owner in Haran, and he was one in Canaan. The activity did not change, the motivation for the same changes. I worked in the government, but as my motivations were different from that of the others, I did not join them in the daily grumbling about the work conditions, their speculations on the coming promotions and transfers, but rather focused on fulfilling the purposes of God for the organization.
· Abraham moved into the Promised Land along with Lot, but conditions were not what he hoped for. There was a famine in the land and there was no food (Genesis 12:10). Seeing the difficult conditions he leaves the Promised Land and goes down to Egypt. There he prospers and becomes wealthy (Genesis 12:16). But this wealth creates a problem between Abraham and Lot (Genesis 13:7).  Because of his wealth, Abraham ceases to be a blessing to Lot. 
· Even today people who commit their lives to Christ often find that they are in the midst of a famine. The things that we are used to having, we no longer have. What is routinely available for others, we have to do without, because of the corruption in the world around us.
· We want to buy a house. Prices are quoted for buying in black money. Most people would not sell us a house for payment with only white money. As in the Promised Land we do not pay black money, so we have to be without a house. 
· Such examples can he multiplied for society in India. So what do we do?  Do we manage without in the land of promise, or do we like Abraham leave the land of promise for the land of compromise?  Do we decide to live in the world as the world does, so that we can survive in reasonable comfort? If we do, instead of being a source of blessing, we would become a source of problem for people. Not only did Abraham become a trouble for Lot, he also became a problem for all mankind. 
· In Egypt the Pharaoh gives a lot of wealth to Abraham and he returns as a wealthy man. This wealth becomes a problem between Abraham and Lot and Abraham ceases to be a blessing to Lot.
· In Genesis 16:1 we read that Hagar was an Egyptian.  She was probably obtained during Abraham’s sojourn in Egypt. Abraham’s relationship with Hagar produced Ishmael, the ancestor of the Arabic races. This has created the Middle East problem that we see even today.
· The act of not staying where God had called him becomes a problem for the rest of mankind.
· Are we where God wants us to be? In II Samuel 11:1 it says that it was the time when kings go to war, but David was in Jerusalem away from the battle leading to the sin of Bathsheba and the subsequent catastrophe in his house.
· In I Kings 13:30, the prophet who was not to eat in the kingdom of Israel was found in his fellow-prophet’s house eating which led to his death.
· To ensure that we are where God wants us to be, we need to stay with the calling God has given and not veer from it. There will be many good reasons – rational, spiritual and emotional to veer from the calling. I like what was taught to me by Mr. Prakash Yesudian and Mr. Victor Radhakrishna. 
· The former once taught that we should not question our earlier call. The problem with Abraham had been to question the first call to Canaan and move on to Egypt. This will always be a temptation to us when things go wrong. Did I misunderstand God somewhere?
· Once I have given out myself in God’s hands nothing happens to me that is not permitted by God. So I need to accept the situations that God brings and seek God’s guidance in dealing with them and not run away from the situation.
· The latter taught me that since we are in God’s hand, take the ordering of events to be from God and just go with the tide rather than trying to choose between options unless God specifically tells us otherwise. He was speaking in the context of choosing ministries. So if you have been invited to speak to a small group of people and then receive an invitation to speak to a large group elsewhere, you stay with the first invitation. Here Abraham did not stay with the first venue of Canaan but moved on to Egypt!
· His wife being his half-sister, he does not reveal their marriage to the Egyptians, fearing his life would be in danger. If his life was in danger, he should probably have gone back to the Promised Land, but rather compromises and remains here. In spite of his failure, God protects him from Pharaoh, though Sarah is taken for a time by Pharaoh. Abraham accrued some wealth in this shoddy deal. Genesis 13:2 says he was rich when he came out of Egypt. This wealth becomes a snare and makes Abraham a problem to Lot.
· When Lot approaches Abraham over the problems his servants are having with Abraham’s servants (Genesis 13:7), Abraham does not claim the rights to which he is entitled. Abraham could have said that as the head of the family and the leader, he had the right and if Lot was unhappy, he could leave. And if Abraham had said so, he would not have been doing anything wrong. But instead Abraham tells Lot, “Take what you want and I will take what is left over.” (Genesis 13:9)
· Abraham could have told Lot, “I am the one who was called by God. I am the one whom God speaks to. The land has been promised to me. So if you have a problem you can get out.” But Abraham does not do that. He says, “Take what you want and I will take the left over.”
· What is our attitude in such situations? I remember a friend of mine told me once to pray for his daughter, as there was a dispute over property with her sister-in-law. Though the property belonged to her husband, the sister-in-law had filed a claim for it, and so he wanted me to pray for the problem. I told him that I do not see any problem. His daughter and son-in-law had to only hand the property over to her sister-in-law and the problem would disappear!! After all it was not some dacoit who is taking their property but their own sister. Let her have it.
· He was not convinced about my stand, but that is what the Bible teaches. As long as we have material desires, we cease to be blessing and become a problem to people. All disputes between people are either over material things or over position and power. If we separate ourselves from this, we can then be a blessing to the people.
· In spite of Lot’s greed and lack of generosity, Abraham still protects him when he is in trouble. Genesis 14:14ff - Firstly when the land was raided by an army and the people captured, Abraham rescues Lot and the others. Secondly when God decides to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, Abraham intercedes for them and Lot is rescued - Genesis 18.
· After the first encounter, Abraham has a memorable encounter with Melchizedek, king of Salem (Jerusalem), to whom he gives a tithe and from whom he receives a blessing. Abraham recognizes in Melchizedek a true servant of God and deals with him accordingly. But when the king of Sodom offers Abraham wealth, he does not take it because he does not want favors from the world.
· Abraham’s call had been to build a nation for God. Discouraged at not having a child, he expects his slave Eliezer to inherit his estate (Genesis 15:2-4). Abraham is about 85 years old at this time. God however promises him descendants as the stars and he believes it. At the same time God also tells him about the coming Egyptian slavery and deliverance. 
· Abraham and Sarah try to fulfill God’s promise by taking Hagar as a concubine. He takes Hagar as a concubine and has Ishmael as his son. This leads to jealousy and strife at home. He raised Ishmael for thirteen years (compare Genesis 16:16 and Genesis 17:1) as his ministry for God. Then God tells him that what he did was not acceptable, and God was going to begin the work again by giving Sarah a child (Genesis 17:16)! But Abraham says “No! Ishmael is my ministry (Genesis 17:18). Let Ishmael prosper.” He was having difficulty in accepting his mistake. God institutes the covenant of circumcision with Abraham at this time. An inheritance for Ishmael is also promised.
· God appears to Abraham again and discusses Sodom with him. We see God’s grace and Abraham’s boldness in his intercession and also Sodom’s sin in that they fail to produce even 10 righteous people.
· Genesis 20 - Abraham moved to the region of king Abimelech who takes Sarah as his concubine. But before he could defile her, God intervenes. So Abimelech makes a treaty with Abraham. This failure of Abraham to protect Sarah is a repeated sin of Abraham. He treated Sarah as less worthy than his own life. Let’s call spade a spade.
· The treaty with Abimelech has to be recast when trouble breaks out between them over water Genesis 21:22ff.
· Genesis 21 - Sarah conceives and faith has to be exercised as to whether the child is Abimelech’s or Abraham’s!
· When Isaac is born, Abraham is asked to get rid of Ishmael (Genesis 21:12). ‘What you have wrought is not my work. Get rid of it’. Get rid of fourteen years of ministry. Can we get rid of it? Can we accept that we have done wrong and built a work that is not God’s work, or is my work my identity, so that I cannot get rid of it? My identity has to be God and not my work. Abraham was able to rid himself of Ishmael (with considerable heart break), but many of us are unable to do so.
· If we are not able to admit our mistakes, we can never be leaders, or be a blessing to others. And when we recognize our mistakes, we need to be willing to go back and set things right and not just continue in the error.
· Isaac’s birth may have been further delayed to let Ishmael become old enough to leave home and look after his mother.
When Isaac was 14, God again asks Abraham to destroy his ministry (Genesis 22:2) by offering Isaac to God. He wants to test Abraham and see if he has learnt his lesson or not. Whom do we love more? Do we love God or do we love our ministry? But if my ministry is my identity, then I cannot leave the ministry when God calls me and I become a hindrance to the ministry. So many founders of ministries do not retire and either have to be evicted or permitted to destroy the ministry, as they are out-dated and no longer relevant.
Genesis 22:28 becomes a prophecy of Christ and shows Abraham’s faith.
It is because of this obsession with the ministry as ‘my’ ministry, it often destroys families. It is always God’s ministry, and I am only a steward. We can see this in how we choose a successor. Those who see it as their ministries, will appoint their children or relatives to take over the ministry. They who see it as God’s, will appoint persons whom God has called or chosen like Moses did when he selected Joshua.
· Are we willing to hand over whatever you are doing to God like Abraham did? Then we will be effective leaders and a blessing to others.
· Thirty seven years later Sarah dies and Abraham buys a plot of land to bury her. This becomes his possession in Palestine. Isaac is thirty seven and unmarried. Abraham decides to marry him within the family and not to the local Canaanites against whom God had spoken. So he sends Eliezer and gets Rebekah from Haran as Isaac’s bride. 
· Genesis 25  -. Abraham is now 137 years old and marries again taking Keturah as his wife and has six more children but they are excluded from the promise. He dies thirty eight years later and is buried with Sarah.
· [image: ]


Kedar, the second son of Ishmael are the Bedouins, and are said to be sheep breeders in Isaiah 60:7, traders in Ezekiel 27:21, and skilful archers in Isaiah 21:16f.
Dumah the sixth son of Ishmael is a known town in Arabia. Massa the seventh son is heard of in [Ancient Near East Texts] and is north-east of Dumah. Tema is referred to in Job 6:19, Jeremiah 25:23 and Isaiah 21:14
Before his death, Abraham sends away Keturah’s children (verse 6). Abraham understands Isaac to be God’s chosen, and so wants no other claimants to the inheritance. So he sends them to Arabia, causing the Middle East problem of today! In Judges 6:3, we see them troubling Israel from the East. Abraham dies around 2126 years after the fall.	
The Ishmaelites had settled in Arabia. Midianites are from Keturah but called Ishmaelites in Genesis 37. Probably Keturah’s children were close to Ishmael.
Keturah’s children are not present for the burial of Abraham (verse 9). Only Isaac and Ishmael are there. Abraham is buried with Sarah. Isaac moves away from Hebron and settles in Beer Lahai Roi is where God had appeared to Hagar (verse 11). 
Genesis 25:12-18
Verses 12-18 Family of Ishmael
Verse 16 Ishmael establishes a nation in Arabia and his 12 children become princes in the kingdom. In comparison Isaac’s children become slaves in Egypt.
Verse 17 Ishmael dies at the age of 137 years or 48 years after Abraham or 2174 years after the fall.
After Abraham’s death…
· God later identifies himself to Jacob and others as the God of Abraham, the one who promised and dealt with Abraham, and this becomes a name for God.

· God’s dealing with Israel is always based on the covenants made with Abraham. The Israelites are known as the seed of Abraham because of God’s promises to Abraham. Isaiah 29:22 talks of God redeeming Abraham. Psalm 105:42 calls Abraham God’s servant. Isaiah 41:8 talks of Abraham as His friend.

· Paul calls Abraham’s attempt at an heir by Hagar, an outcome of a human attempt to fulfill God’s promise, and not an act of faith. 


· Jesus  describes Abraham being with God in paradise. Paul, in Romans 4 shows that Abraham got salvation by faith before circumcision was established as a seal to the established covenants. In Galatians 3 Paul makes the dealings of God with believers on the basis of God’s covenant with Abraham.
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