Notes for Slide no:59
CHAPTER 17
God’s covenant with Abraham
Verses 1-8 God’s promise to Abram
The word ‘covenant’ appears 10 times and ‘multiplying you’ 6 times in this chapter.
There is a gap of 13 years from the previous chapters. God was waiting for Ishmael to be old enough to leave home (Chapter 21). This is the first time that Yahweh uses the title ‘El Shaddai’ to show His sovereignty. God calls on Abram to walk in his presence and to be blameless and God would make a covenant with him. This is a conditional promise.
We need to walk before God, i.e. in His presence, and we need to do acts that are blameless before God.
Though, God in verse 2 says that the covenant is with Abram, in verse 7 this is extended to Abraham’s descendants as well. 
Psalm 105:6-8 says 
“O seed of Abraham His servant, 
You children of Jacob, His chosen ones! 
He is the LORD our God; 
His judgments are in all the earth. 
He has  remembeeds His covenant forever,
The word which He commanded for a thousand generations.” 
implying that this is an eternal covenant.
The posture adopted by Abram in verse 3 is one of prayer to God. He does this because he is speaking to God and as a sign of respect for God. God seeing his response continues with clarifying God’s promise to Abram. God begins by renaming Abram as Abraham (Father of many Nations) and Sarai as Sarah (Princess) in the ensuing verses. What is in a name, you might well ask? Plenty, if it is given signifying a promise by the Almighty Himself! By the way “H” the aspirate word (you cannot pronounce any word with H, without drawing breath) added to the names of Abram and Sarai, would also mean that the good Lord was breathing into their old bodies (dead as far as child-bearing was concerned) new life, vim, vigor and vitality! NO EMPTY BOAST THIS…for required physiological changes did occur in the bodies of both Abraham and Sarah. No wonder, a pagan King gets attracted to Sarah, shortly (Genesis 20:1-3)!
The promise given is not only of many descendants but of many nations and in verse 6 of many kings. In verses 2 to 6, the promise of many descendants is repeated four times. This promise was fulfilled not only in Isaac but also in Ishmael and the children of Keturah. However as Romans Chapter 9 says, the true descendants are the faithful in all nations. Paul speaking on these verses in Romans 4:13, stretches the promise to be the ‘heir of the world’. (Romans 4:13 “For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law…”):-
In verse 7, God says that this covenant is everlasting with Abraham’s descendants. Even the land is promised as an everlasting covenant to those descendents who would sojourn in Foreign land for 400 years (Genesis 15:13-16). Note here that this Canaan, was promised to only those descendants, who would sojourn in a foreign land for 400 years, which clearly means that the Promised Land was not guaranteed by Divine will to other descendants of Abraham other than Issac (Abraham’s descendants beginning with Issac sojourned BOTH in Canaan and Egypt for a total of 430 years) most notably Ishmael. Yes, God promised to bless Ishmael descendants too because of Abraham (Genesis 17:20 /21:18) but the Land of Canaan was reserved for Abraham’s descendents, who would come through his promised son Issac (Genesis 17:1-21). At this point, it would serve us well to reflect on the material blessings showered upon Ishmael descendents too, as per the Divine promise. Their access to rich oil reserves, cannot be matched by anybody. Yet another fulfillment of Biblical prophecy? Absolutely! 
Verses 9-27 Sign of the Covenant
Abraham and his descendants were to ‘keep the covenant’ by practicing circumcision as a sign of the covenant. This was God’s condition for the covenant (verse 10, 14). Every resident in the house was treated as a part of the family, and was to partake in the covenant. Lack of circumcision led to exclusion from the covenant. 
The phrase ‘That very same day’ in verse 26, shows the instant obedience of Abraham to God’s command. Abraham makes no distinction and circumcises all the residents in his house including Ishmael.
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