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CHAPTER 46

Verses 1-34 Jacob settles in Egypt

Jacob comes to Egypt around 2240 years after the fall. Joseph is then around 40 - 30 years at the time of coming before Pharaoh (41:46) + 7 years of plenty + two years of famine (verse 45:6).

Beersheba was the southern-most point of the future kingdom and where Abraham and Isaac had made covenants with Abimelech. It was also the place of residence for Isaac for a long time. When Jacob reaches there, God speaks to him in a vision. Going to Egypt appears to be going back on God’s promise, and so a special word has to be given to Jacob to settle there (verse 3). Joseph would “put his hand on your eyes” i.e. would bury you, but God would bring out his descendants. The second ‘you’ in verse 4, refers to his descendants and not to Jacob.

The migration was total. There is no attempt to keep a lien on Palestine.

Reuben         Simeon         Levi          Judah
  |               |             |              |
Hanoch         Jemuel       Gershom            Er
Pallu          Jamin        Kohath            Onan
Hezron         Ohad         Merari            Shelah
Carmi          Jachin            Hezron,Hamul - Perez
               Zohar                          Zerah
               Shane

Issachar       Zebulun        Gad               Asher
   |              |            |                  |
Tola           Serad        Ziphion             Imnah
Puvah          Elon         Haggi               Ishvah
Iob            Jahleel      Shuni               Ishvi
Shimron                     Ezlon               Serah
                            Eri  Heber,Malchiel - Beriah
                            Arodi
                            Areti

Dan            Naphtali     Benjamin       Joseph
 |                |             |             |
Hushim         Jahzeel      Bela            Mannaseh
               Guni         Becher               Ephraim
               Jezer        Ashbel 
               Shittim      Gera
                            Naaman (Num 26:40 makes him a son of Bela) 
                            Ehi
                            Rosh
                            Muppim
                            Huppim
                            Ard  (Num 26:40 makes him a son of Bela)
These lists are not necessarily sons and could also include descendants. Numbers 26:38-41 says that Ard and Naaman were the sons of Bela It also mentions Ahiram and Shupham and Hupham not mentioned here as the sons of Benjamin. It could be alternate spellings of some of these names. I Chronicles 7:6 says that Benjamin had only three sons - Bela, Becher and Jediael. Huppim is said to be the grandson of Bela. But 8:1ff. lists five sons of Benjamin. In all the lists, the names are different.

Birth of Hezron and Hameel create a problem. Even if Judah had married early, while at Shechem, say when he was 18, and is about 40 when Perez is born, it is not possible for Perez’s children to be born already. Therefore the list includes the seed carried in them into Egypt.

They are met by Joseph at Goshen, where the border is (verse 29). The Israelites are not taken to the capital, but are kept here. Joseph realizes that there are cultural problems in Israel’s coming, since the Egyptians worshipped animals, and may not approve of the Israelite customs with respect to animals (verse 32ff).

BACK ( to PPS)
