
Notes for Slide no:60
CHAPTER 18
Verses 1-15 The visit of the Lord and the angels
This was soon after Chapter 17 and there is no time gap, as the covenant was at the age of 99 and Isaac was born at the age of 100.
Three angels come to visit Abraham. The visit of the three angels is called an appearance of Yahweh. A distinction is made between the spokesman and the other two angels. Was the spokesman Jesus?
Visitors were not common and Abraham may have recognized them as deserving honor. Abraham’s generosity is seen in his reception and he is rewarded accordingly according to Hebrews 13:2. The ‘so’ of this verse can be linked with the vision of verse 1, in which case the hospitality can be understood as he recognized them as messengers of Yahweh.
We see the divine basis of Eastern hospitality in verse 5. ‘In as much as you have come to your servant’- God having brought you here means he wants to bless you through me.
In verse 10 the angel says – ‘I will return’- Though the angel speaks prophetically, he does not use the standard terminology of a prophet and say, ‘Thus says the Lord’ or ‘God says’. Instead it is ‘I’ showing that it is God Himself speaking.
In verse 12 - Sarah refers to Abraham as ‘my lord’ which is commended in I Peter 3:6: 
“as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror.”
as the sign of submission of a dutiful wife. Compare with Heb 11:11: 
“By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child, when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful, who had promised.”
where Sarah’s faith is commended.  However, she finds it difficult to accept this promise of God and there is skepticism in her heart. The word laugh here means to be skeptical or to ridicule. Sarah had faith but it was not perfect.
Note that the same word “tsachaq” is used for Abraham’s laughter in Genesis 17 but he is not rebuked for the same. One reason may have been that this promise is given soon after that of Chapter 17. Chapter 17:24 says that Abraham was 99 when that promise was given and Isaac was born when he was 100. So this promise is made a few days or months later and is meant to be a fulfillment of that. So Sarah’s laughter is a lack of belief in the promise of chapter 17.
‘Is anything too hard for the Lord?’ God expects us to recognize His omnipotence and trust Him in everything. Sarah is overawed by their presence and denies her guilt in verse 15.
Verses 16-33 God’s judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah
God does not hide anything from His people. We see this not only in verse 17 here but in other well known passages such as John 15:15

“…for all things that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.”
Amos 3:7 
“Surely the Lord God does nothing, Unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets.”
and Psalm 25:14
“The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him, and He will show them His covenant.”
These emphasize God’s desire to share all information that is relevant to us. This is required since we are to be a blessing to others (verse 18), and that we may bring up our children rightly.
In verse 20 and 21, we see God taking the time and effort to explain the cause of His actions to Abraham. It is only when we understand what God is doing can we be partners with God in His mission. 
The sin of Sodom and Gomorrah referred to by God here was sexual according to Jude 7:
“…as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.”
The judgment was not just a physical pouring out of fire and brimstone but an eternal punishment in hell.
Abraham intercedes for the people
In verses 23-33, we see Abraham’s intercession for the land. God was willing to dialogue with Abraham till they came to an agreement before acting. Unfortunately for Abraham as even ten righteous persons were not found, the region of Sodom and Gomorrah was destroyed. The people of God are the salt that preserves the world from destruction. Abraham through his intercession tries to be that salt. Intercessory prayer is valued highly by God, since there is not an iota of personal selfishness in it. For more on Intercessory prayers, you may click on the following link…
http://www.jandsmministries.com/message_march1-07.asp
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