Notes for Slide no:95 and 96
All the sad, avoidable events of Chapter 34, would never have come to pass, had Jacob been keen to fulfill his original promise to God. His pitching of tent at Shechem, after meeting his brother Esau, rather than at Bethel brought disgrace to his family, consequent mindless bloodshed et al. 
Why the delay to go to go Bethel? Viewed retrospectively Jacob’s instruction to his family members at the beginning of Chapter 35 bares it all! So Jacob told everyone in his household, “Get rid of all your pagan idols, purify yourselves, and put on clean clothing. We are now going to Bethel, where I will build an altar to the God” –Genesis 35:2. Going to Bethel would have entailed getting rid of Rachael’s idols and a direct clash with his favorite, beautiful wife- the pains of which Jacob wanted to avoid! Oh the depths of servility to a beautiful wife!!! What ever be the perceived value of wife/children, a Christian father, who is the head of the house, has to call to account the failings of his dear ones’ and remedy the situation, lest the Divine Judge takes the entire family to task.
Is it any surprise then that Rachael dies soon (Genesis 35:16-20) and the ageing Jacob (though not spiritually perfect, but better than the Jacob of Pre-Jabbok river experience) is called upon to draw on all of the strength in his relationship with the Almighty to bear this loss with equanimity without in any way straining the more precious, eternal relationship with the Creator!

BACK ( to PPS)
