Notes for Slide no:90 and 91
CHAPTER 32
Verses 1-8 Jacob prepares to meet Esau
As Jacob journeys, he could see God’s presence with him in the form of angels. So he names the place Mahanaim, which means a double camp - God’s and ours. Compare it with the similar experience of Elisha in II Kings 6:16f. where when threatened by the Syrian army, he reveals to his servants horses and chariots of fire sent by God to protect him. Mahanaim is a reality for God’s people, which they do not always realize.
Jacob sends messengers to Esau to inform him ahead of his arrival. On hearing the news of Jacob’s approach, Esau sets out to meet him, but he does not make his intentions clear. He brings 400 men with him. Probably neither of them are sure of the others intentions. In his fear, Jacob plans for all contingencies and tries to ensure that he does not lose all (verse 7f). A case of Jacob still depending on his scheming abilities to solve a problem!
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