
Notes for Slide no:63
Chapter 21 
The year is 2051 years after the fall of Adam and Eve.
Birth of Isaac 
Verse 1 uses the phrase ‘The Lord visited’. The same phrase is used for Hannah in I Samuel. This phrase indicates that life is from God.  The phrase ‘As he had spoken’ shows Isaac to be the child of promise. The passage in Galatians Chapter 4:22ff: 
“For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through the promise, which things are symbolic. For these are two covenants:  the one from Mt. Sinai which gives birth to bandage, which is Hagar – for this Hagar is Mt. Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children – but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all.”
says that Ishmael was born according to human means, but Isaac was born as per the promise. Hagar being a slave signifies bondage, while Sarah being free signifies freedom. So Hagar signifies Mt. Sinai and the earthly Jerusalem or the bondage of the law, while Sarah signifies the Jerusalem which is from above and which is free.
Those who are born according to human means will persecute those born of the spirit. We are called to be of Isaac and not of Ishmael, that is spiritual and not worldly.
The timing of the events in His kingdom are chosen and set by God (verse 2). We read the same of Jesus in Galatians 4:4, “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son.”
Isaac means laughter. This word or idea is used throughout. In Genesis 17, it was Sarah’s reaction to the promise of God. Abraham dedicates Isaac by circumcision, ‘as God had commanded him’ (verse 4). All things are done exactly as God wanted and not as Abraham wanted including the banishing of Ishmael (Verse 12). Psalm 105:9 & 15 says, 
“The covenant which He made with Abraham,
And His oath to Isaac.”
“Saying ‘Do not touch my anointed ones, And do my prophets no harm’.”
The psalmist calls Isaac as God’s anointed and a prophet. While remembering that birth of Issac was a miracle, let’s not for a moment forget that rejuvenation of bodies of Abraham and Sarah was equally an astounding miracle paving the way for Issac’s birth!
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