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CHAPTER 48
Verses 1-22 Joseph gets a double portion
Jacob died at the age of 147, 2257 years after the fall. Manasseh and Ephraim would be young men in their early twenties.
Joseph is a busy man of state and word has to go to him about his father. Jacob reminds Joseph that Egypt is not their land and they need to remember to go back to the Land of Promise.
By adopting the sons of Joseph Jacob in effect gives him a triple portion (verse 5). It was a means of saying that he has the birthright of looking after the parents. But he is not given the inheritance line which devolves on Judah. 
Jacob acts as the family head and priest and blesses his newly adopted sons (verse 9). Verse 14 says that Jacob crossed his hands knowingly giving the status of being elder to Ephraim instead of Manasseh. A greater significance is accorded to the right hand and Joseph objects to giving Ephraim preeminence but Jacob overrules him (verse 19). The word ‘displeased’ in verse 17 means evil. It appeared wrong to Joseph. But he should have learnt from his own life and several other cases in the past such as the ones’ involving Issac and Ishamael, Jacob and Esau that the eldest is not necessarily the chosen one.
Hebrews 11:21 says that the giving of the blessing is an act of faith. In blessing the children Jacob was blessing Joseph according to verse 15.
Verse 16 looks back to his flight from Laban in 31:11 and 32:24 when the Angel of the Lord (Jesus?) encouraged Jacob.
Verse 22 is not clear. The reference is not to land, so probably refers to an unrecorded incident and some gift also not recorded, to Joseph’s sons. It could also be prophetic, referring to the conquest of Canaan.
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