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Chapter 29-Meeting Laban and marriages
Verse 11 Rachel would probably have been in her early teens, so that Jacob’s actions of embracing her and kissing her would have been normal and not seen as offensive. Jacob stays with Laban for a month before he offers Jacob a job.
Verses 15-35 Jacob’s marriages 
Verse 18 - Jacob asks for the hand of Rachel after seven years probably because that much time was required for Rachel to become marriageable.
Verse 25 - After the seven years are over, Jacob finds that he has been deceived by Laban just like he had deceived his father when he stole the blessings by pretending to be Esau. Laban may have done this deception because of local custom which demanded that the elder daughter be married first. They may have expected Leah to get married within the seven years but that did not happen.
Verse 28 - Jacob marries both sisters at the same time, but he has to work for another seven years, making it a fourteen years stint without pay. His preference for Rachel creates its own complications, and brings sorrow to God’s chosen, Leah.
Levi and Judah, the two important tribes in the story of salvation are born to Leah. It would appear that marriage to Rachel was not a part of the salvation plan. God’s favor to Leah shows that she was the one chosen by God for Jacob.
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