Notes for Slide no:53
Verses 1-9 Parting of Abram and Lot
Abram had been wealthy but now he is wealthier, with the accretions of Egypt. Had he remained in Canaan, he would have been materially poorer but spiritually richer. In chapter 24:35 it says that ‘the Lord prospered Abram’, but here no such statement is made.
He returns to Palestine from Egypt and makes his way to the shrine he had erected near Bethel. Abram returns there and reaffirms his faith in Yahweh. Bethel becomes a shrine for Abram and his descendants. 
The origin of the Perizzites mentioned in verse 7 is not given.
Lot had his own flocks and was not part of a joint family. He also appears to have prospered in Egypt. As it happens often, the quarrel begins through their servants. But Abram is magnanimous and does not quarrel. The essence of Abram’s statement in verses 8 and 9 is, “If we cannot control our servants let us part.” Abram out of his generosity lets Lot have the first choice of the land so that he could take what was left over.
Verses 10-18 The promise to Abram
Lot lifted his eyes and chose, but God lifted Abram’s eyes (verse 14) and gave. These verses contrast Abraham’s generosity with Lot’s selfishness. Lot chose wealth among wickedness (verse 13) as he did not learn the lesson from Egypt. Probably Egypt spoiled him and he did not appreciate Abram’s renewed zeal for the Lord. Abram learnt his lesson well in Egypt and knew that wealth is immaterial without God. While on the subject of seeing, as N.T. believers let’s set our sights on things ABOVE (Colossians 3:1-3)!
Verse 12 here says that he settled near Sodom but the next chapter in verse 12 says he lived in Sodom. By the time we come to Chapter 18, he is an elder in Sodom. Though II Peter 2:7 says that Lot was vexed with what was happening around him and did not join in the same, he lived amongst all the sin and was active in that society. He tried to reform the society as can be seen in Genesis 19:9 and so it may be unfair to judge Lot as one who accepted a bad neighborhood for wealth, but he can be seen as a failed missionary to the region.
Though God had promised all the land to Abram, in actual fact Abram did not own any land. 
“And God gave him no inheritance in it, not even enough to set his foot on.” Acts 7:5
Abram instead sought a city built by God i.e. the Kingdom of God.
“for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”- (Hebrews 11:10). 
Though Abram did not own the land, God tells him, “Roam freely, it is yours. I will protect you.” However Abram only moves to Hebron (verse 18) which later becomes an important centre for Israel and where he finally buries Sarah in Chapter 23.
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