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Chapter 38
The opening verse of Chapter 38 “At that time, Judah left his brothers and went down to stay with a man of Adullam named Hirah.” sets the tone for all the problems (we see in the rest of the Chapter) that came his way. A wife… who was not in Divine scheme of things… subsequent ungodly children (2 of them)…their pre-mature deaths… and forgettable incest involving his own daughter-in-law.
Despite Judah’s all-too-visible faults, as per the Divine planning even before the foundations of the World were laid (Rev 13:8), Messiah did emerge from the tribe of Judah, which in its ranks (historically) could boast of heroes’ of faith such as Caleb and David.
To Judah’s credit, it must be said that he showed maturity in accepting his sin (Genesis 38:26) and later on when Joseph was testing his brothers as to their real love for their father Jacob and their last brother Benjamin, he came out in flying colors, making a laudable, fervent, passionate intercessory prayer  (Genesis 44:18-34), which moved Joseph to tears and disclosure of his real identity!
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