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CHAPTER 37

Verses 1-11 The dreams of Joseph 

In Verse 1 - 11 we see three reasons for enmity between Joseph and the brethren.
In contrast to Esau, Jacob was a nomad without land possessions.

Jacob divides his children into two groups separating the children of Leah from the rest. So Joseph forms a group with the slave children. This could be due to Leah giving Rachel’s children a step-motherly treatment. The bloodline tells, and the concubine children turn bad. Joseph reports on them to Jacob leading to the first cause for hatred.

Benjamin was younger than Joseph, but yet Joseph was chosen as Jacob’s favorite. This could be due to Benjamin’s birth having caused his mother’s death. It could so show that there was something extraordinary about Joseph. This partial treatment to Joseph also becomes a source of hatred, and for this Jacob is to be faulted (verse 4). Acts 7:9 says that it was envy that motivated the brethren to harm him. If there is one character in the Bible whom God loved not because of his good character but inspite of a poor character, it is Jacob! That’s GRACE with a capital G for you! Without being judgmental, an honest look into the mirror would show some of “Jacob” in us too. But still God loves us! Hallelujah!

Joseph’s dreams of seeing his brothers and even Jacob and Leah paying him homage in verses 5 to 9 was the last straw to their hatred (verse 8). As Rachel, Joseph’s mother is dead, Jacob probably refers to Leah as “your mother” in verse 10.

While his brothers envied him, rather than rejoicing at his good fortune, Jacob, knowing God’s ways was watching to see what God was doing.
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