Notes for Slide no:24
Cain’s reaction to God’s acceptance of his YOUNGER brother’s offering and rejection of his one of avoidable jealously. In verses 6 and 7, we see God’s reasonable approach with Cain. Compare Isaiah 1:18a where God says, “Come now let us reason together,” Says the LORD,“Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be white as snow.”  God is not angry, but He is trying to counsel Cain. He asks him for the cause of his anger. God tries to make Cain aware that the problem is not with Abel but with his own lack of control over sin in his life. Cain is told that he must rule or control the power of sin. The reason for rejection of his offering is his life (‘if you do well…’). Offerings without a commitment to God and holy living are an abomination to Him. Compare with Isaiah 1:12-15, where God says,

“When you come to appear before Me,
Who has required this from your hand,
To trample My courts?
Bring no more futile sacrifices,
Incense is an abomination to Me,
The new Moons, the Sabbaths and the calling of assemblies – 
I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting.
Your New Moons and your appointed feasts
My soul hates;
They are a trouble to Me,
I am weary of bearing them,
When you spread out your hands,
I will hide My eyes from you;
Even though you make many prayers,
I will not hear.
Your hands are full of blood.”

This is God’s message to Cain.
The ‘sin’ which was lying at his door in verse 7 could refer to the murder and be a warning of the degradation that will follow if he does not repent. It could also refer to his state of anger against God and man. It could also refer to ‘sin offering’ since in the Hebrew the same word is used, implying that a road of restoration was available. The concept of ‘offering’ is from the beginning, and so the concept of ‘sin-offering’ could also be from the beginning. The word used for sin, ‘falling short’, would support a state of sin or a sin offering.
Even before Cain had committed the murder, God is reaching out to him in love to make him turn from his destructive path. This is the love of God for fallen man.
Despite the Almighty’s efforts, Cain decides to trek his own downhill road and kills Abel. Cain versus Abel story gets reflected all along in the Scripture. Ishmael versus Issac (Galatians 4:29), Saul versus David and finally the older religious leaders of Jesus’ times versus Jesus! The root cause for it all… jealousy!
As is the manner of God, He comes seeking Cain. He has not yet left him. But Cain’s reply is an insult to God. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” implies, “I am not, you are.” So God is accountable! When God comes seeking Cain, Cain’s response is not shame as Adam had felt in Chapter 3:8, or excuses as in Chapter 3:12, but anger against God. 
Cain is now personally cursed. The curse is in verse 12 - failure of harvests and inability to settle. Cain as a farmer sought stability of place, but without God this is denied.
Cain’s plea in verse 14 against his punishment “I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, and it will happen that anyone who finds me will kill me.” probably comes from being seen as a source of misfortune. Compare with Jonah Chapter 1, Joshua 7, Achan’s episode etc. ‘My iniquity’ of verse 13 shows Cain acknowledging his sin for the first time, but it is too late. No more will he be able to have communion with God as Cain says in verse 14 – “I shall be hidden from Your face.” Compare with Isaiah 1:15, “When you spread out your hands, I will hide My eyes from you; Even though you make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands are full of blood.”
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We see the rise of worldly intelligence in Cain’s descendants, compared to the herdsmen of devout Seth (Luke 16:8). They develop music and also the working of metals. Let’s give the devil his due! Correspondingly, we also see the rise of anarchy, as people kill for insults and misuse the ‘Word of the Lord’ (Genesis 4:23).
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