
Notes for Slide no:62
Chapter 20 
Verses 1-13 Sarah and Abimelech
Fear again overtakes Abraham in spite of his close walk with God in the recent past. This is a warning to us. Because of his fear, he again gets trapped in a falsehood (verse 2). Grabbing of desirable women is also a path of danger for Abimelech, which he should avoid (verse 3).
Sarah was at this time 90, yet attractive thanks to physiological changes in her body post the promises and blessings of Genesis 17:15/Genesis 18:10. Doubtless, vim , vigor and vitality would have returned to Abraham also!
Abimelech is a title for the king and not a name. Though a Canaanite, he appears to be a worshipper of Yahweh (verse 3). Because of his righteousness, he is kept from sinning. 
Abimelech realized that his sin would come on the nation (verse 4). Do we sometimes forget the corporate effects of our sin? God accepts his excuse as conforming to existing practices (verse 5f). 
However, God claims responsibility for preventing him from sinning (verse 6). God instructs him to restore Sarah to Abraham. Refusal to do so would lead to death on him and his people. The options are the same as Adam and Eve had in Genesis 2:17. 
Abimelech discloses all that God has told him, and does not keep it as a secret. The men are afraid because Abraham was a prophet. The prophet’s fear and weakness do not make him less of a prophet. It rather shows their lack of hospitality and grace. Cf. Abraham’s reply in verse 11 to Abimelech’s accusation in verse 9. This is an indictment of the people. Do we appear hostile to people?
A feet of clay…
In verse 13, we see in the phrase ‘God caused me’ a shifting of blame or acknowledgement of divine guidance? Abraham asks her to show loyalty by disowning her marriage!! The whole concept of loyalty has been inverted by Abraham; he had not realized that loyalty is unto death.
Verses 14-18 Abimelech blesses Abraham
Abimelech gives much wealth to show that Sarah is not a harem discard but is being returned with honor (verse 14f). 
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