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CHAPTER 16
Birth of Ishmael
Verses 1-6 The carnal plan
In the New Testament, Paul refers to this episode as a carnal attempt to do something spiritual. 
“For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through promise, which things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar – for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children – but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all.” - Galatians 4:22ff
Hagar was probably acquired during Abram’s sojourn in Egypt. As in Eden, so here, Satan works through the woman. Sarai suggests that Abram make Hagar his concubine. This was a common and accepted custom of the times and it is a measure of Abram’s faith that he had not indulged in it so far. Now after many years of waiting and 10 years in Canaan, Abram succumbs to his environment. This would lead us to an important subject …waiting patiently for God’s timing. Abraham’s haste in having an heir, without waiting for God’s appointed time (Genesis 16:1-12), stands in stark contrast vis-à-vis exemplary patience of anointed David (I Samuel 16:1-13) when it came to ascending the Throne of the Nation of Israel. Not once but twice, he would spare the murderous incumbent Saul, who was at his mercy (I Sam 24 and I Sam 26). Not for David any fast-forward process!
When she becomes pregnant, Hagar is consumed by pride and expects Abram to honor her more than Sarai. She expects to be the chief wife. Compare with Proverbs 30:21-23, where such a situation is condemned. She fails to see grace of Sarai as the cause of her situation.
Sarai is hurt, and blames Abram for the situation. It is possible that Abram failed to control the situation, but Sarah’s accusation is unfair, as the situation was brought about by her. She shows herself to be envious and short in grace and endurance.
The word ‘harshly’ in verse 6 translates a Hebrew word which has its root in ‘being humbled’ or ‘abased’. Sarah probably insisted that Hagar behave herself and retain her place as a maid. It does not imply cruelty. But Hagar decides to flee to Egypt, her homeland (verse 7 by way of Shur).
Verses 8-16 Hagar’s encounter with Yahweh’s angel
An angel meets with Hagar and advises Hagar to be humble and to submit to Sarai. We cannot flee from our calling. We have to give our Christian testimony in the situation we find ourselves in. Hagar’s flight and sorrow is caused by her own unwillingness to take the position of a slave due to her pride whereas God wanted her to remain there.
Ishmael, as Abram’s son, and as God’s grace to Hagar’s abasement (verse 11) is promised a nation. He becomes a parody of the true line - 12 princes, a nation etc. but not a source of salvation to the world, giving birth to Mohammed instead of Jesus.
The prophesy of verse 12 is still true today as seen in the wildness of the Arabic nations, often indulging in war amongst themselves or in a civil war like in Afghanistan.
Hagar had experienced the one-sided grace of God which had reached out to her and so she calls God the “God who Sees.” - our God sees us and has compassion on us. Ishmael is born 2037 years after the fall.
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