
Notes for Slide no:87
Verses 25-43  Jacob’s dealings with Laban
From Jacob’s comment in verse 30, “And now, when shall I also provide for my own house ?” it would appear that even after 14 years were over Jacob was not offered any wages by Laban. He may have worked a year or two extra without wages. He is now ninety and plans to return home since Laban has not offered any wages but taken his service free. 
Laban is aware of Jacob’s reason for wanting to leave yet he pushes it to a crisis before offering to pay anything (verse 29). It shows his mercenary nature.
Under Jacob’s management there had been a multiplication of wealth for Laban. Now Jacob wants to set up his own enterprise. Instead of taking a fixed wage, he sets a gamble giving an opportunity for God to bless him. He wants flock as capital rather than money. He makes the suggestion that sheep born with a special marking be earmarked for him. The different markings prevent the flock from getting mixed up.
Laban’s spotted and speckled goats and sheep are kept three days distance away so that they don’t get mixed with Jacob’s. Jacob probably feels that these should have been his for the few years of extra service he had rendered. Laban probably felt that in the absence of spotted and speckled stock, such sheep and goats would not be born in his flock. Jacob tries to neutralize this in his own way, but the blessing is of the Lord and not his because of his machinations, his flocks increase.
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