
Notes for Slide no:85 and 86
CHAPTER 30
Verses 1-24 Jacob begets children and wealth.
Rachel, who should rightly have refused Jacob, has Jacob’s preference over Leah, still feels jealous of Leah. However blessed we may be, we still feel jealous and cannot tolerate others having minor blessings. Her jealousies create strife and confusion in the family. Jacob realizes that Rachael’s barrenness is an act of God. Instead of seeking a spiritual solution for it, they opt to go for a concubine. They should have learned from Abraham’s experience and not make the same mistake of taking a concubine.
This incident of taking Bilhah as his concubine in verse 4 occurs probably in the 3rd or 4th year of marriage. Out of this come the two Bilhah tribes of Dan and Naphtali who later dwelt in the North.
Verse 9-13 Leah plans to fight fire with fire and gives her maid Zilpah as a concubine also. This only harms herself, as her portion in Jacob reduces with this multiplicity of wives. This would have been in the fifth year, after her four sons. Out of this liaison the two Zilpah tribes Gad and Asher are born. They are well separated in the allotment of land in Palestine.
Verses 14-24 Rachel asks for the mandrakes as they are said to increase one’s fertility. Reuben was probably about six years of age when he finds the mandrakes which are given to Rachel. Rachel appears to have lost interest in Jacob as a person in her rivalry with Leah for children. She therefore gives up her time with him for the mandrakes! On the whole Rachel appears to have been an unpleasant person.
Out of this despising of Jacob by Rachel, Leah gets two more children, Issachar and Zebulun and the only daughter, Dinah.
At least nine years have passed before Rachel bears Joseph in verse 22. All this sibling rivalry in Chapter 30 presents a not-so-healthy picture of sisterly love.
Once and for all the good Lord puts a full stop to all possibilities of sibling rivalry over husband/progeny by a law as seen in Leviticus 18:18! 
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