Notes for Slide no:33
Noah is commanded to make an ark of fairly large dimensions. The dimensions 450' x 75' x 45' of the boat, makes it a bit longish, more like today’s liners than early boats. The low height shows it to be more like a barge. There were three decks, each about 30' in height if the top deck is taken as an open deck. The windows would probably be in the 2nd deck. It could also mean 4 decks of 15' height each.
The flood was not a natural calamity. ‘I Myself’ in verse 17 stresses God’s role. Peter in II Peter 3:6 says that the flood came because of the word of God. But God establishes His covenant with Noah ‘to save’ him and his family. This saving grace is a continuing trait of God.
Noah obeyed God, even though the instructions must have appeared absurd and made people laugh. Compare with Hebrews 11:7 - where construction of the ark is called an act of faith. His act of faith was counted as righteousness. II Peter 2:5 refers to Noah as a preacher of righteousness though his preaching is not recorded here. He could have preached through his actions rather than through his words.
Does it to occur to us that besides all the physical strain that Noah and his sons took in constructing the huge ark, the exercise would have left Noah financially drained too?  But our God is faithful and rewards the righteous. In this context, it is said that when Noah went into the ark, he was a pauper but when he came out of it, he owned the World! Cool, isn’t it?
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