Notes for Slide no:102, 103 and 104
CHAPTER 39
At this stage of Joseph’s story using the analogy of the phrase “Rags to Riches”, we can say both literally and figuratively that his story was one of “Pit to the Palace”. All the so-called troubles were working in unison for his eventual blessing (Romans 8:28). Had he not been thrown into the Pit (quite a few Ps’ in Joseph’s life!) and had not the Ishmaelite traders passed that way (Divine providence), he would not have been in Potiphar’s house, subsequently if not for his successful resisting of the temptations of the flesh therein and the consequent slandering against him, he would not have landed into the Prison. If not for his prison ordeal, he would not have met the Pharaoh’s Chief cup-bearer and interpreted the dreams for him. If not for this, Chief cup-bearer would not have remembered Joseph, when the Pharoah was in a quandary over some strange dreams that came visiting him. 
Even the Chief cup-bearer forgetting temporarily (Genesis 41:12-15/23) to put in a good word of recommendation to Pharoah towards Joseph’s release worked in Joseph’s favor. Imagine for a moment Joseph being released by the Pharoah on the Chief cup-bearer’s recommendation. What scenes unravel in your mind’s eye? Would he have stayed back in Egypt in the absence of any visible incentive? Would he not have run back to his father Jacob in Canaan depriving himself of the Divine blessings that lay in store for him in Egypt by way of an elevation to the post of the Prime-minister? Yes, the “chain –reaction” of events, as it were, in a wondrous order all by Divine Providence were all for blessings to ultimately come upon Joseph. Now is not your heart moved to Praise God of Joseph…HALLELUJAH! 
Chapters 37,39-41
Verses 1-23 Joseph is sent to prison

The passage ascribes Joseph’s success to the Lord being with him. Even Potiphar could see that God was with Joseph, and gave him supernatural success (verse 3). Do we give others the confidence Joseph gave Potiphar?

Along with God’s blessings, the testing of Satan also comes. When Potiphar’s wife approaches him, Joseph is conscious of his responsibility as a steward towards Potiphar and God and refuses her. As in Job, when Satan fails, he increases the pressure. The kind of unjust accusation made is what we are called to face without anger in I Peter 2:20f. Jesus and the apostles went through it and as followers of Christ we would also face the same.

Is it possible that Potiphar doubted his wife’s testimony and so Joseph is only imprisoned and not killed? It is a possibility.

Even though Joseph was sent to prison, it does not lead him into a shell of depression. Compare with Psalm 105:17f. 

“He sent a man before them –
Joseph – who was sold as a slave.
They hurt his feet with fetters,
He was laid in irons.
Until the time that his word came to pass,
The word of the Lord tested him.”

Prison was not comfortable as it involved fetters and chains. This period is called a time of testing. Praising God, Joseph works hard and gains everyone’s respect. Do we also have the same positive attitude of Joseph to work hard in adverse situations? We can understand why Jacob chose him above Benjamin, because of the great character he had.

Chapter 40

Verses 1-23 Joseph interprets dreams

‘Offended’ in verse 1 means sinned or fell short of the expectations. As usual, the ‘head of departments’ get it in the neck and they are sent to prison.

Since they were important personages, the warden assigns Joseph to serve them! As officers, they probably had privileges in prison. Compare with 39:2, where Joseph was in charge, but uses his position to serve his master.

The Hebrew word for ‘sad’ in verse 7 is a word that also means evil. They appeared to be in a ‘bad state’, totally upset about their situation and desperate to somehow reach one of the Egyptian magicians who could explain their dreams. The frustration puts them all on edge. Joseph realizes that God can help them when normal channels fail. Compare with Daniel 2:22, 28 and 47 where Daniel also gives all glory to God and does not claim anything for himself.

“He reveals deep and secret things;
He knows what is in the darkness,
And light dwells with Him.”

“But there is a God in Heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream, and the visions of your head, upon your bed, were these:”

“The king answered Daniel, and said, ‘Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you could reveal this secret.”

For a moment Joseph’s total dependence on God falters and he reaches out to the butler for help (verse 14f). Till then, he had worked with a positive mind in all his turmoil, trusting God. But the man lets him down (verse 23) and he has to wait for God’s deliverance. Compare with Psalm 105:19 quoted in the previous chapter where it says that this was a test for Joseph.

The phrase ‘lift up your head’ in verse 19 is the same as in verses 13 and 20. In one case it meant honor and in one case hanging. There is a pun intended here.

CHAPTER 41
Verses 1-36 Pharaoh’s dream and Joseph’s interpretation

Joseph has to wait for another two years in prison. He spends 13 years as a slave and as a prisoner as he is 30 when he is presented to the Pharaoh (verse 46).

The word ‘ugly’ in verse 3 and in verses 19 – 21 has the same root as the word evil.

The Pharaoh realized that God was trying to tell him something, which he was unable to interpret. God works out Joseph’s future by not giving the wise men the interpretation to the dream. The famine was not of judgment, but a natural phenomenon.

Joseph does not have any pretensions about himself and he gives all glory to God (verse 16).

Seeking the interpretations of magicians was a common practice of the time. But in Isaiah 8:19, we are exhorted to ask God and not magicians for guidance in such situations.

“And when they say to you, ‘Seek those who are mediums and wizards, who whisper and mutter,’ should not a people seek their God? Should they seek the dead on behalf of the living?”

Verses 33-57 Joseph’s exaltation

This passage shows Joseph’s quick assessment of the situation (of imminent plenty and subsequent famine) and ability to give a solution in verse 33 and 34 (store hay of prosperity to survive the bad times of penury). In times of plenty a 20% tax would not be too heavy. Pharaoh recognizes Joseph as a man filled with the Spirit of God, so he puts Joseph in charge of the operation of preparing for the famine. Psalm 105:20-22: 

“The king sent and released him,
The ruler of the people let him go free.
He made him lord of his house,
And ruler of all his possessions,
To bind his princes at his pleasure,
And teach his elders wisdom.”

says that Joseph had power over the princes and wise men and was lord over the house of Pharaoh.

The Pharaoh takes his signet ring off his hand and gives it to Joseph. Similar honor was given to Haman by Ahasaures in Esther 3:10 and later to Mordecai in Esther 8:2:

“So the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave to Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of th Jews.”

“So the king took off his signet ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai.” 

In both these cases, it meant delegating the authority to give orders on his behalf.

Joseph’s marriage was arranged by Pharaoh and it may have been arranged with the priestly family to strengthen Joseph’s position. Since Psalm 105:22 says that He had the power to make princes into prisoners, we can see Joseph’s grace to Potiphar in not taking revenge on him.

Joseph was thirty. He was no theoretician. He visits and surveys and assesses all the lands to be taxed. He studies the ground realities on behalf of the Pharaoh.

“On” was the city where the temple of the sun-god Ra was situated. Joseph’s wife Asenath was the daughter of the priest of Ra. Though the Hyskos kings who ruled Egypt at this time were Semetic, they were worshipers of Ra.
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