
Notes for Slide no:17
The location of the Garden of Eden is given with reference to Moses, the author and compiler of Genesis. The Garden of Eden was east of Palestine. ‘Eden’ means pleasant. God caused the trees to grow in the garden. Does this refer to the first appearance of flora linking this with verse 5 or is it just a spread of flora to Eden? I think it is the spread of flora to the garden, as otherwise it makes the creation of Adam in Day 2 of Genesis 1. These trees were pleasant to look at and were meant to be a blessing to mankind.
Two of these trees are special and are named. These are the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil’ and the ‘Tree of Life’. Now does God have the right to “test” man as the creation of “Tree of knowledge with its forbidden fruit” so clearly implies? Of course! Do not the schools and colleges conduct periodical “tests” to assess whether the students have been grasping the lessons? If the educational institutions have the rights to test their students periodically, does not the Almighty Creator have the right to test his created man as to whether he is listening to and obeying His instructions? By staying away from the forbidden fruit, Adam and Eve would be exercising their obedience to the ONE who created them and blessed them with everything they needed. By keeping the forbidden at an arms length our first parents in effect would be conveying that they would partake only in what their Creator gives to them (that’s dependence for you) and would not accept anything from any other hand other than that of their Divine benefactor. The penalty of death which disobedience entailed was both spiritual (losing sweet fellowship with the Creator) and physical (slow decay of the body leading to death).
The ‘Tree of Life’ shows that we cannot sustain our life from within ourselves, but have to look outside to God’s provision even before the fall. Hence in Genesis 3:24, by barring man’s access to the tree of life, mortality is brought on man. It could also be an indirect reference to Jesus and the cross – the source of spiritual life. 
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