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CHAPTER 19
Verses 1-11 The angels attacked in Sodom 
The phrase ‘Lot was sitting in the gate’ shows that he had a position of authority in Sodom. His situation in that sense was like Joseph’s or Daniel’s. But unlike them, he was there by choice, while they were there by force.
Verse 2f shows the eastern hospitality to strangers which our present lawlessness has destroyed. Compare with Hebrews 13:2 which commands us to show hospitality always.
“Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by doing so some have unwittingly entertained angels.” 
The term ‘know’ in verse 5 can be understood carnally or literally. There may also be a guise here, to use an innocent plea, ‘we want to know who they are’ and then take advantage of an open door. The mob was not rebellious youngsters, but included both the old and the young from the whole city.
Peter in II Peter 2:6ff says that Lot was righteous and oppressed by the bad conduct of the people in Sodom, and was sad in spirit.
“…and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly; and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)-”
He expresses his anger and sorrow in verse 6 and 7 of Genesis 19 by chiding the Sodomites.
This offer of his daughters in verse 8 showed a very poor status for women, and a very high status for guests. Honor demanded that he and his family should suffer but not his guests.
The people of Sodom refuse to listen to Lot’s advice (verse 9) and are angry at his repeated preaching to them (as per the translation of the NKJV). This shows that Lot was aware of the sin around him, yet chose to remain in that community. He had tried to be a prophet to them but they did not listen. His preaching had no power because of the hard heartedness of the people. It was this hard heartedness that brought God’s destruction on them.
Compare the authority of these angels in verses 10 and 11 with the weakness of Lot in the earlier passage.
Verses 12-22 The rescue of Lot
The directives given by the angels in verse 12, show God’s concern for the family of the righteous. But when Lot speaks to his family in verse 14, they ridicule him. Compare Noah’s stature among his children with that of Lot’s. To his children, Lot was a ‘joker’ not to be taken seriously. We see Lot’s own lack of conviction in the words of the angels as he still lingers (verse 15 & 16) and the angels urge him to hurry. It is this hesitancy that weakens his message. Yet God is merciful and forcibly takes him out. Lot is told to move to higher ground and to get away from the plains (verse 17) but Lot is not willing (verse 18). God offers life on the higher ground, but Lot, in spite of knowing that God is loyal, is afraid that he will die there (verse 19)!! This is like the spies’ fear of the giants in the time of Moses.  Lot chooses to stay at Zoar instead. In the process, he saves this town from fire (verse 20).
Verses 23-38 The dismal end to Lot’s story
There is no desire on the part of Lot’s wife to escape from the sin and corruption of Sodom (verse 26). Hence the judgment of God comes upon her. Luke 17:32-33 
“Remember Lot’s wife. Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whosoever loses his life will preserve it.”
uses this to emphasize the need for getting our priorities right.
Abraham comes to see the judgment from the spot where he interceded with God (verse 27). He sees the smoke rising up like in a furnace (verse 28).  
In verse 29, it says God remembered Abraham - not Lot. Lot’s deliverance was because of Abraham’s righteousness.
Lot finds Zoar uncongenial and at last moves to higher ground (verse 30). He does not reach out for the fellowship of Abraham, but tragically tries to stand isolated and alone. The result is an ingrown, cultic family leading to incest and birth of nations abhorrent to God. These two nations of Moab and Ammon were to be a problem to Israel throughout their existence.
While on the subject, should the Holy Bible record instances’ of unholy acts such as incest (Genesis 35:22/38:12-18/II Samuel 13:1-30))? IT HAS TO REMEMBERED THAT BIBLE NEVER ENDORSES THEM, EVEN WHILE BRINGING OUT PAINFUL CONSEQUENCES/CURSES (Genesis 49:4) OF SUCH UNHOLY ACTIONS IN ORDER THEY SERVE US OBJECT LESSONS TO US OF THE PRESENT GENERATION (I COR 10:11)!
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