Notes for Slide no:81 and 82
CHAPTER 27
Verses 1-40 Jacob steals Esau’s blessing
Was the deception necessary? It was already prophesied by the Lord in 25:23 that Jacob would be the ruler. Hence this deception was unnecessary and landed Jacob in needless sorrows. On the other hand Isaac’s attempt to bless Esau in the face of Genesis 25:23 was rebellion against the wishes of God and creates problems for him. Esau did not want the responsibilities of the birthright, but wanted the blessing which was incorrect which leads to his disappointment.
Isaac is aware of God’s prophecy and knew his attempt to bless Esau was an attempt to undo it. Hence when he hears of the trick played on him he is not angry but like Balaam says ‘indeed he shall be blessed’. Isaac’s indirect attempt at cursing Jacob by blessing Esau fails.
Esau, who did not care for the birthright, is anguished over the loss of the blessing (verse 34). Esau makes an unjust accusation in verse 36 ‘took away my birthright’. Esau realizes that he cannot have the cake (surrender the birthright) and eat it too (get the blessing) and blames it on Jacob. Hebrews 12:17 says that these were not tears of repentance, but of desire. 
Isaac prophecies war and war it is to be. In I Samuel 14:47/II Samuel 8:11-14/II Kings 8:20-22 we see its fulfillment. Hebrews 11:20 says this act shows Isaac’s faith in God.
Verses 41-46 Rebekah plans Jacob’s flight
Verse 41 Even Esau expected Isaac to die soon. Esau probably wanted the blessing because it was material and despised the birthright since it was spiritual. However, when he loses the blessing he becomes jealous of both.
 Verse 42 Rebekah knows the heart of Esau. He is not one to nurse a grudge into a feud. His anger is for a moment.
Verse 45 If Esau kills Jacob, Esau could not remain alive in the same place. He would have to flee. Unfortunately for Jacob, Rebekah did not live to send for him.
In verse 46 we see how humans use any excuse to justify their actions!
The year is a little past 2191 after the fall. Joseph is 30 when he is brought before the Pharaoh. Adding the 7 years of plenty and the 3 years famine, makes him 40. When Jacob comes before Pharaoh he is 130 (Genesis 41:46 & 47:9). Hence Jacob is 90 when Joseph is born. So Jacob would have been a maximum of 74 years when he meets Rachael.

BACK ( to PPS)
