Notes for Slide no:66 and 67
CHAPTER 23
Verses 1-20 Death and burial of Sarah
Abraham was 137 years old and Isaac was 37 when Sarah died, but Isaac was not married yet. Considering the Lord’s promise, this was odd, but could be due to Sarah’s intense possessiveness of her only child. Abraham had moved from Beersheba (Chapter 21:33f and 22:19) to Hebron also know as Kirajath-Arba. The reason for the move is not mentioned but it could be to be closer to Mt. Moriah of Chapter 22.
The term ‘sons of Heth’ refers to the Hittites (verse 3). Abraham was promised the whole land by God, but now he was a sojourner and had to plead for land. We are also in the same situation in our relationship to the world.
This first piece of land Abraham owned was to bury Sarah and to remind him that his inheritance is not here.
The free generosity of verse 6 and 11 could be genuine and an expression of alliance with Abraham; or it could be a formal way of beginning the bargaining.
Abraham’s desire to pay for the land in verse 13 may be a part of his policy to owe no one, or to avoid problems later. Ephron states the price indirectly as 400 shekels of silver. 1 shekel = 0.4 oz. Therefore the price of 400 shekels is equal to 160 oz or 10 pounds of silver.
It is now 2088 years after the fall.
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