Preface

“Attempt great things for God, expect great things for God” was the motto of that peerless “father of modern missions” namely William Carey. While it defined every area of his work for the Lord, it virtually consumed him when it came to translating the English Bible into several local Indian languages. Undeterred by several obstacles that came his way notably the major fire accident which destroyed his press on March 11th 1812 (in which several precious manuscripts were lost) he pressed on translating the Bible eventually into 44 languages and dialects. Now how’s that for life-time achievement, which transcends time blessing people of his generation and posterity! If you are amongst those who have been blessed reading Bible in Indian languages such as Hindi, Tamil, Telugu etc (http://www.wmcarey.edu/carey/bib/works_bible.htm) then praise the Almighty for giving the vision and inspiration to that humble yet much focused servant of God! 
Speaking of languages, “PowerPoint” is a wonderful “visual language of the Cyber world” at once firing one’s imagination, besides making the entire understanding process of a theme simpler and interesting. The inherent creativity involved in its operation ensures this. Since it’s advent in 1987, this Slideshow format has virtually stolen the show what with business people, educators, students, and trainers using it widely. Oh yes, several inspired men of God have already diligently come-up with creative Power point presentations (referred to hereafter as PPS) on the Books of the Bible and uploaded them in the Net in order it is of universal use to countless across the Globe.

 I took up the assignment of conducting Bible Study every Tuesday in my local Church (Christian Fellowship Church) from July 2010 in PPS format. Since then I have been Divinely-inspired to compile a “unique” PPSs’ for all the Books of the Bible in order to facilitate better understanding of the same amongst the masses. Unique in the sense those slides where explanation is required/special insight needs to be provided would have associated notes. In this series, for starters I am uploading the PPS on the Book of Genesis. At this stage, I would like to say that the Book titled “Genesis comes home” written by one of my spiritual mentors Brother P.K.D Lee (hitherto at the helm of affairs of Haggai Institute, Singapore) has been a wonderful resource material to me whilst compiling the notes for the PPS on Genesis.  Though this PPS is on the First book of the Bible, a few slides haves been incorporated at the beginning of the Slideshow (serving as an appetizer before the main course) in order to present a broad overview of the Bible.
I hope and pray that these PPSs’ would also serve as a valuable resource to several co-servants of mine in His vineyard (Churches/Bible schools) as they strive sincerely to teach THE WORD with useful teaching aids. 
It is said that the best can be derived from the Scriptures by adopting a 3-fold formula namely 
a) Observation b) Interpretation and c) Application (using it in our living) 

The pictures carrying suitable titles/captions -mostly self-explanatory- along with Bible references (hyper linked to New Living Translation available inwww.Biblegateway.com) are designed to serve the purpose of facilitating the observation process. I reiterate that supplementary notes again with relevant Bible references’ (hyper linked to New Living Translation available in www.Biblegateway.com) are also being given to facilitate the interpretation and application processes’. It is sincerely hoped that the notes provided would remove ALL the “mental roadblocks”, the viewer of this PPS is bound to encounter, whilst navigating through it.

Instructions on how to navigate through the slides… 
a)  Specific instruction as to where to click for accessing notes is clearly provided
b) As regards the ancillary slides, clear indication has been provided, as to where to click in order to access them 
c)  After going through the notes and the ancillary slides, as the case may be, all the readers/viewers have to do to go back to main PPT is to click at the word “BACK” at the right hand bottom corner of the notes page/ancillary slide.
d) On opening the hyper linked Bible reference (from Bible gateway) provided in the notes, the viewers need to close the said web page of Bible gateway to come back to notes 
e)  The slides, which do not have supplementary notes hyper linked to them are all marked in Green color.
While on the subject of notes, in conclusion I would also like to add that the cardinal, time-tested principle adopted by many a commentator-use scripture to interpret scripture- has been used by me also. Hence a plethora of cross-references’ in the notes section, giving the viewers/readers’ (hopefully) a fulfilling, deep Bible study experience! 
Prayer: Father, Thy Word can never  return  void, without accomplishing its work (Isaiah 55:11), so I submit this work involving teaching Thy Word into Thy ALL POWERFUL, LOVING HANDS to be used for Your  GLORY AND Your GLORY alone. Amen.
(Suresh Manoharan)
Notes for Slide no:13
1. Every day is a literal 24 hour span

2. Notice that evening comes first and day later in the entire creation account (eg… Gen 1: 5, 8 etc)

as darkness existed before light. The northern Jews have traditionally gone along with these Scripture portions whilst marking the beginning of the day. For them day begins at sunset and ends at sunrise, whereas the southern Jews using Scripture portion such as Exodus 18:13 have determined that the day begins at sunrise.
3. Light even without sun (Gen 1:3) should not surprise us, as one day in future the good Lord would illuminate the World even after dispensing away with cosmic light-giving objects (Rev 22:5).

4. Praise God for the orderly way in which Creation has taken place, light was already there before plants were created, otherwise how would they survive without being able to photosynthesize their food. Similarly plants were there before the animals were created, otherwise how would they (including sea animals and birds) survive without eating plants! By day six, stage was set for the crown of creation to set foot on Earth!
On Sabbath

After completing His act of creation over the six days, God rests on the seventh. This Sabbath rest becomes a sign of the covenant between God and Israel in Exodus 31:16f, “Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant. It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel forever, for in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.”

Hebrews 4:3-5 quotes Genesis 2:2 along with Psalm 95:11 to say that this rest of God is promised to those who believe. “For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said: ‘So I swore in My wrath, They shall not enter My rest, although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. For He has spoken in a certain place of the seventh day in this way: ‘And God rested on the seventh day from all His works’; and again in this place: ‘They shall not enter my rest’.” The author here is identifying the Sabbath rest with the eternal salvation God has promised us. He says that since Psalm 95:11 says that the Jews have not obtained the rest, it means that the rest is not the entrance to the Promised Land but the salvation of Christ
The term Sabbath is first used in the Bible by God in Exodus 16:23, even before the giving of the Law. This shows that the Sabbath came into existence before the time of Moses. Exodus 20:8-11 links the Sabbath with the divine rest in Genesis 2:1-3. That means the Sabbath rest has been built into the weft and warp of the universe and we need to make it a part of our rhythm of life.

Deuteronomy 10:12 says that the Law was given for our good. It is not something God requires for Himself but it is what enables us to live in harmony with each other and to survive in the fallen world. In Exodus 20:8ff, it says that we need to observe the Sabbath as God has set it apart.  It is for our own good that we need to keep the Sabbath. Our bodies have been designed in such a way that if we do not keep the Sabbath, our body and emotions begin to be destroyed.

In Exodus 31:13, it says that the observance of the Sabbath was a sign that Israel was God’s people. The same is repeated in Ezekiel 20:12. Because of this, the penalty for disobedience was death – or in other words it is as if one had left the community of the saved. While in this era of grace, this significance of the Sabbath may not be that relevant, but I do believe it shows that the observance of the Sabbath is a sign of our faith in God. The non-observance shows our lack of faith in God as we are unwilling to commit our time into God’s hands. We are unwilling to commit our pressing jobs into the hands of God.

In Deuteronomy 5:12ff, God brings out that it is not enough for us to observe the Sabbath, but we need to see that all under our control are also given the opportunity for the Sabbath rest irrespective of their faith or background. This is a point often missed in India where many believers who observe the Sabbath do not give their servants a Sabbath break but make them work seven days a week.

Jesus’ re-interpretation of the Sabbath has nothing to do with the validity of the Sabbath but with the way it is to be observed. It is to be a blessing and not a curse. And so we cannot say that Jesus has done away with the Sabbath and hence we need not observe the same.

When we see the Sabbath as a rhythm, it is not necessarily tied to the Sabbath day of Saturday but means a weekly rhythm where we take a break every seven days.

Notes for Slide no:14
The expression ‘let us’ in verse 26 as well as the ‘Elohim’ in Verse 1 are in plural. God is in plural throughout Chapter 1. This use of the plural reflects the triune nature of God. We see this theme of the involvement of all the Three Persons of the Trinity in creation throughout the Bible. 
Man was created to have dominion over created life. Man was the acme of creation and was to rule. Psalm 8:4-8 reinforces this saying:

“What is man that You are mindful of him,

And the son of man that You visit him?

For You (Elohim) have made him a little lower than the  angels,
And You have crowned him with glory and honor.

You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands;

You have put all things under his feet,

All sheep and oxen – 

Even the beasts of the field,

The birds of the air

And the fish of the sea

That pass through the paths of the seas.”

This dominion of man comes from him being made in the image of God. ‘The image’ (tselem) means a resemblance, a phantom - not the real thing. ‘Likeness’ means appearance. ‘God made man like God but not God. The similarity between man and God is seen in our own Trinitarian structure where man has the three dimensions of physical, emotional and spiritual realms. These three realms can work against each other and at times work independently of each other. But we are the combination of all three. As opposed to animals that do not have a spiritual nature and cannot perceive God, man being in God’s image is seen in being the only praying animal.
The same words ‘image’ and ‘likeness’ are used in Genesis 5:3 for the relationship between Adam and Seth. This means we are as close to God as we are to our parents or children. The term “Father” for God gets a new meaning from this usage.
The wording of verse 27 is significant. ‘Man’ in this verse refers to mankind and is therefore shown to be both male and female. The way ‘image of God’ is followed by ‘male and female’ it could be interpreted that this duality of gender is the image of God. This implies that our divine nature is seen in marriage and our need for community. Since love is an essential attribute of God, which existed with God even before creation, there is a plurality necessary within the Godhead for this attribute to be an eternal reality. Being made in God’s image, man also has this attribute of love which is to be practiced in the male and female relationship.

The term “male and female” is also a hint at Genesis chapter 2 where there is duality of gender within the first created man which is later separated as Adam and Eve.
Original creation was vegetarian according to verses 29 and 30. It would appear that non-vegetarian diet began only after the fall of Adam and Eve.

Dominion
               In Genesis 1:28, God blesses mankind and gives them the command, “… have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” What does this dominion mean? Environmentalists have blamed this verse for much of the destruction of the world around us. They say that it is because of this verse that mankind believes that they can do anything they want to the world. But this is not a fair interpretation of dominion. Dominion does not in this context mean the freedom to do what you want.
· In Genesis 2:15, God entrusts the Garden of Eden to Adam and commands him to look after it on His behalf. That means that the word ‘dominion’ in Genesis 1:28 means that Adam has been given authority over creation to take care of it on behalf of God. It is to do what God would want for the universe and not to use nature to cater to his every whim and fancy.

· It is these two verses taken together that gives us the Biblical perspective of our stewardship role in the world. The idea of God’s ownership of the world is repeated in many different verses in the Bible. In Leviticus 25:23, it says that we cannot sell our land permanently to anyone as the land belongs to God. In I Chronicles 29:14, David says that even what we offer to God belongs to God. Probably the most well known expression is in Psalm 24:1.
· So creation belongs to God and we are caretakers on behalf of God. We are not owners of the things in our control but rather stewards who look after these material things on behalf of God.
The passage says that man was made of the dust of the earth and God “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.” (verse 7). This refers to the Spirit of man being set in him. Compare Job 33:4 “The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the Almighty gives me life.” It is God’s breath that gives us life. Paul interprets the term ‘living being’ in I Corinthians 15:45 as a physical existence.

Notes for Slide no: 15 and 16
The call of Adam was to tend the garden on behalf of God. The dominion and authority given to him over creation was to be used to serve God.
God says that it was not good for man to be alone and so God sought a help-mate adequate for him. This help-mate was to assist Adam in his calling of verse 15 in looking after the garden. We need to recognize that the calling is for the family and not for the individual, so that our call does not take us away from our families.

Also this shows that man is a social animal designed to live and work in communities rather than alone.

God first creates animals but does not find them to be the right companion for Adam and so creates Eve. But this would appear to contradict Genesis chapter 1:24-28 where animals are made before Adam. Another alternative is to see Adam being created in the beginning of Day 6, but achieving God’s image and a partner later in Day 6 (Genesis 1:27) when ‘male and female’ are separated through the creation of Eve. 

By giving names to the animals, Adam shows his authority over them. Naming implied having authority over. God named Day, Night, Light, Darkness etc. over which only He rules, but man named the animals, over which he had authority.

In verses’ 21- 22, we see the “THE FIRST SURGERY”, hey with anesthesia administered (Adam was put to deep sleep)! God takes a rib from Adam and creates Eve out of that. This is a process that looks very much like cloning. In that case, Eve is only a discrete extension of Adam’s self and shows the oneness of the first family. Ideally present day families need to see themselves as extensions of one another and not as two discrete individuals living together. The pristine principle of “one man, one wife” stands established in the first marriage in the Garden of Eden. This principle compromised with, with passage of time is restored only when we come to New Testament times (I Tim 3:2/Titus 1:6/Matt 19:4-6).
The expressions, ‘bone of my bones’ and ‘flesh of my flesh’ in verse 27, are used to denote descent from Adam. If we take this verse along with Genesis 1:27, we see here the mystery of the Trinity in the creation of man. Just as the members of the Trinity issue from the Father, so also mankind issues from Adam. Just as we have the hierarchy within the Trinity, we see the hierarchy in the familial relationship. Yet, though there is a hierarchy, the persons within the family have parity. This verse is quoted by Paul in Ephesians 5:31 to show the close bondage between husband and wife.

Verse 24 is a comment that has been added to the text. It is quoted by Jesus in Matthew 19:5 as a basis for unity in marriage and as an argument against divorce. A marriage has been wrought by God and so cannot be ended by man. Paul also quotes this verse in I Corinthians 6:16 as referring to the sexual relationship in marriage.

The statement, “…and they were not ashamed” showed that there was a transparency in their relationship. Nothing was to come in between them or to cause any awkwardness between them.

In this passage, marriage is shown as the only complete state of man. However Paul in I Corinthians 7 develops a theology for being single, where ones close relationship with God and His mission eliminates the need for a spouse. 

Paul uses this passage in I Corinthians 11 to prove the primacy of man and man’s authority over woman. Yet he puts a caveat in verses 11 & 12, where he says man is as much from the woman as woman is from man and so they are dependent on each other. Based on this passage and the narrative of the fall, Paul says in I Timothy 2:12ff that women having been deceived by Satan once should submit to man in matters of doctrine. Her responsibility is at home. However this passage needs to be tempered with Paul’s evaluation of Priscilla as a fellow worker in Romans 16:3 and his encouragement to women to prophesy in I Corinthians 11:5.

Notes for Slide no:17
The location of the Garden of Eden is given with reference to Moses, the author and compiler of Genesis. The Garden of Eden was east of Palestine. ‘Eden’ means pleasant. God caused the trees to grow in the garden. Does this refer to the first appearance of flora linking this with verse 5 or is it just a spread of flora to Eden? I think it is the spread of flora to the garden, as otherwise it makes the creation of Adam in Day 2 of Genesis 1. These trees were pleasant to look at and were meant to be a blessing to mankind.

Two of these trees are special and are named. These are the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil’ and the ‘Tree of Life’. Now does God have the right to “test” man as the creation of “Tree of knowledge with its forbidden fruit” so clearly implies? Of course! Do not the schools and colleges conduct periodical “tests” to assess whether the students have been grasping the lessons? If the educational institutions have the rights to test their students periodically, does not the Almighty Creator have the right to test his created man as to whether he is listening to and obeying His instructions? By staying away from the forbidden fruit, Adam and Eve would be exercising their obedience to the ONE who created them and blessed them with everything they needed. By keeping the forbidden at an arms length our first parents in effect would be conveying that they would partake only in what their Creator gives to them (that’s dependence for you) and would not accept anything from any other hand other than that of their Divine benefactor. The penalty of death which disobedience entailed was both spiritual (losing sweet fellowship with the Creator) and physical (slow decay of the body leading to death).
The ‘Tree of Life’ shows that we cannot sustain our life from within ourselves, but have to look outside to God’s provision even before the fall. Hence in Genesis 3:24, by barring man’s access to the tree of life, mortality is brought on man. It could also be an indirect reference to Jesus and the cross – the source of spiritual life. 

Notes for Slide no:18
Sin enters the world.
Verses 1-6 : The temptation offered by Satan

In the entire episode, the Devil never once openly asks Eves to eat the forbidden fruit and yet it achieves its objective of making our first parents fall for its bait! That’s guile with a capital G for you! While admittedly Adam and Eve did not have the Scriptures or past experience to ward off the Satanic schemes (2 Cor 2:11), we have them and that makes all the more accountable to the Almighty (Luke 12:48) when it comes to staying on the straight and narrow. Satan uses subtlety and guile to deceive Eve. He makes a statement that exaggerates (God has banned ‘every tree’) and entices Eve to respond and the rest sadly as they is history. 

At this stage in the Scriptures we are not told when Satan was created or why he would lead man astray. The serpent, according to verse 1, was created by God. Some say Satan came impersonating a serpent. It does not appear to be so from verse 1. Satan used the serpent. The link between Satan and the serpent is also seen in Revelation 12:9 & 20:2.

       “So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the     

       whole world; he was cast to the earth and his angels were cast out with him.”

“He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.”

That means the serpent also rebelled against God before the fall of Adam. We know for sure that when Adam and Eve sinned sin entered mankind (Romans 5:12), however sin was in the universe even before that (Isaiah 14:12-14 describes the fall of Satan in the pre-historic past)! Adam and Eve instead of being tempted by the serpent should have ideally exercised their authority over the serpent to keep him under check.

What rebellious message did our first parent’s seemingly harmless act of eating the forbidden fruit convey to their Father? WHY SHOULD WE LISTEN TO YOU! THIS IS OUR LIFE AND WE WOULD LIVE IT ON OUR OWN TERMS! Times have not changed, have they? Do not we see a similar response, even when it comes to gaining the favor of God? Instead of humbly accepting God’s redemption plan in Christ, many would try to chart their own course to Heaven by “good” deeds, masochistic pain inflicted upon self etc.
Verses 7-13 Consequences of sin
The opening of their eyes led to knowing that ‘they were naked’. The spiritual and physical openness ceased with the entrance of sin. They needed not only to hide their sin but also their bodies from each other. In man’s fallen state, clothing is natural. Compare chapter 2:25, where there was no shame. Do you come across atheistic/agnostic folks once in a while? Tell them lovingly, that you know the Biblical reason for covering your shame and them come-up lovingly once again with a poser(I Peter 3:15) in case they do not subscribe to the Biblical account of Creation/Fall, should they not be walking bare bodied? In defiance of what the Bible says as to when and why clothing became necessary, would any atheist or an agnostic walk naked?  

The inadequacy of their efforts to cover their shame is seen in their hiding from God in spite of the ‘fig leaves’.

How could they hear the sound of God walking? Was it real or metaphorical? In fact the term ‘walking’ cannot be used for God without compromising on the omnipresence of God.
Or is the translation meant to be “they heard the voice of the Lord…” as the word ‘sound’ means ‘voice’ also. The call of God is, “Where are you?” This is God’s call for the sinner. God is seeking the sinner. Even today, He is in the loving redemptive work of seeking sinners and saving them!
Adam’s response, ‘because I was naked’ is a confession of sin. But he is not willing to accept responsibility for the sin. See Adam’s attempt to pass off the blame. “The woman whom you gave”, indirectly implies it is God’s fault. “She gave me of the tree”, implies that it is Eve’s fault.
Eve also does not take responsibility but passes the blame on to Satan, “The serpent beguiled me.” The trait of passing the buck is seen even today. Talk of genetics and characteristics of parents being transmitted to their offspring…
We are cheated by trusting Satan more than God. The responsibility for sin comes back on us and we cannot blame others, no not even Satan.

Notes for Slide no:19
Messianic promise

God’s punishment for the serpent was a perpetual abasement for the tempter. A perpetual enmity is established between man and his descendants and the serpent and his descendants. This is seen in the natural enmity between mankind and serpents. However this passage, containing the key verse in the Book of Genesis is Messianic. The seed here is in singular rather than plural, and it is a reference to Jesus Christ. Here we see the promise of the destruction of Satan by Jesus by the bruising of his head (Heb 2:14). In Romans 16:20, Paul refers to this when he says, “And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly.” 
For the woman, the joy of birth will be tinged with pain. It is because of this judgment on procreation that some have identified sex between man and woman as the original sin. But this is not true as the command to multiply was from before the fall.

A speculative thought is, ‘was judgment on procreation, to control the spread of evil through the spread of man’? Now that man had fallen, the more he multiplied the more evil will be multiplied.
Eve was a companion to Adam and was created on a par with him. Now she becomes subject to Adam. This is also seen in verse 20, where Adam gives a name to her signifying his authority over her. He does not name her when she was first created in Genesis 2 as he did not have this authority.

It is interesting that verse 16 says, “Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you.” When we desire or crave something, it begins to get a dominion over us in our lives. This is also where something other than God gets a dominion over us and leads us to sin.
Creation is cursed instead of Adam, making the world inhospitable and life difficult, so that man will have to turn to God for joy and peace. In Romans 8:20 Paul says, “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope.”  That means, God cursed creation in hope - hope that man would return to Him. In Genesis 5:29, we see how this curse made life burdensome. This burdensome life was the punishment which Adam received for his sin, along with mortality because he is barred from the Tree of Life in verse 24. In Revelation 22:3, the curse is finally reversed when John is told, “And there shall be no more curse…”
Notes for Slide no:20
God’s solutions for a problem are always the best!
God in His compassion teaches Adam and Eve how to make clothes and prepares a set for them at the cost of life of an innocent animal, which is symbolic of the dying Christ on the cross. Fig leaves symbolic of man-made religion (revolving around good deeds) would never cover our nakedness (read sin). Yes, good deeds have a place in God’s scheme of things but they are NOT THE CAUSE OF SALVATION BUT ONLY EFFECT OF IT (Eph 2:10).We are saved FOR good deeds and NOT BY THEM!
Notes for Slide no:21
In a way, what Satan said in verse 5 was true. God says in verse 22, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil.” i.e. decide what is right and wrong. This is exactly what Satan promised. The only thing left to obtain is immortality. To avoid death, access to the Tree of Life is required. God bars this in verse 24 and mortality becomes a part of man’s life. But important thing to be remembered especially from events such as God promising the coming of the Savior (Genesis 3:15), accepting the sacrifice of righteous Abel (Genesis 4:4) etc is that man was EXPELLED BUT NOT ABANDONED!
The background of the cherubim is not told at this stage. Satan, angels and cherubim and seraphim were a part of the pre-history of Genesis 1:1-2.
The first profession of mankind was to till the ground. Farming was known even in those days and was primary rather than hunting. The traditional idea that men went from being hunter-gatherers who gather food from wild trees to farming contradicts this Biblical statement.
A summary

Adam: 
· In Genesis 2, Adam is the first human being created. Made out of dust in God’s image, he received life when God breathed into him the breath of life (Genesis 2:7). Adam had dominion over all creation, along with Eve, and they were vegetarians. Adam named all the animals (Genesis 2:19f) indicating his authority over them. In Genesis 2:15, it is said that the Garden of Eden was left in the care of Adam.
· Since Adam and Eve were made in the image of God, their relationship was meant to reflect the relationship within the Trinity. Also their individual nature was to reflect the spiritual nature of God.
· God made Eve as a companion to Adam and they lived as one. Adam is led astray by Eve into eating the forbidden fruit and came under God’s curse. As a result, he was not willing to face God and is condemned to a toilsome life on earth, where creation is no longer subservient to him.

· God clothes him and his wife and sends them out of the Garden of Eden. They are driven out to prevent them eating from the tree of life. Romans 8 says that this was done in hope so that men would turn to God.
· Adam’s first born was Cain and second Abel. Later Seth was born after 120 years or more. So Adam had only a few sons but may have had many daughters. Adam died at an age of 930 years.

· God separates the children of Cain, Abel and Seth (Deuteronomy 32:8).

· Job 31:33 accuses Adam of covering his sin which led to the judgment on him.

· Romans 5:15ff describes how Adam’s sin brought death on all men.

· In I Timothy 2:13f, Paul blames Eve for the debacle.

Eve: 
· Genesis 2:18ff - God made Eve out of Adam’s rib as a companion for him, for God saw that it was not good for man to be alone. Genesis 3:1ff - Eve was tempted by Satan to eat the forbidden fruit and she sinned against God. She also persuaded Adam to eat it. In II Corinthians 11:3 and I Timothy 2:13 - Paul says that she was deceived by Satan into disbelieving God.
· Genesis 3:16 -Along with Adam, she was cast out of Paradise after God made clothes for her and Adam.
· Genesis 4:1ff - She had three sons Cain, Abel and Seth. The other children which she probably had are not mentioned.
· I Timothy 2:13 - Paul builds a doctrine of the priority of man on the basis of Adam being created first and Eve sinning first.

Notes for Slide no:23
When describing the offering of Cain, the writer uses the indefinite article – ‘an offering’. Contrast this with the definite article in verse 4 ‘the firstling’. One brought something from the garden, the other the best that he had. Not only did Abel bring the firstling but its ‘fat’. In Numbers 18:12 Moses writes, “All the best of the oil, all the best of the new wine and the grain, their first fruits which they offer to the LORD.” In this, we see God’s desire for the best to be brought to the altar. 
Hebrews 11:4 says,

“By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts;…”

God accepted Abel’s offering because of his faith and because of that he is considered righteous.
Notes for Slide no:24
Cain’s reaction to God’s acceptance of his YOUNGER brother’s offering and rejection of his one of avoidable jealously. In verses 6 and 7, we see God’s reasonable approach with Cain. Compare Isaiah 1:18a where God says, “Come now let us reason together,” Says the LORD,“Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be white as snow.”  God is not angry, but He is trying to counsel Cain. He asks him for the cause of his anger. God tries to make Cain aware that the problem is not with Abel but with his own lack of control over sin in his life. Cain is told that he must rule or control the power of sin. The reason for rejection of his offering is his life (‘if you do well…’). Offerings without a commitment to God and holy living are an abomination to Him. Compare with Isaiah 1:12-15, where God says,

“When you come to appear before Me,

Who has required this from your hand,

To trample My courts?

Bring no more futile sacrifices,

Incense is an abomination to Me,

The new Moons, the Sabbaths and the calling of assemblies – 

I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting.

Your New Moons and your appointed feasts

My soul hates;

They are a trouble to Me,

I am weary of bearing them,

When you spread out your hands,

I will hide My eyes from you;

Even though you make many prayers,

I will not hear.

Your hands are full of blood.”

This is God’s message to Cain.

The ‘sin’ which was lying at his door in verse 7 could refer to the murder and be a warning of the degradation that will follow if he does not repent. It could also refer to his state of anger against God and man. It could also refer to ‘sin offering’ since in the Hebrew the same word is used, implying that a road of restoration was available. The concept of ‘offering’ is from the beginning, and so the concept of ‘sin-offering’ could also be from the beginning. The word used for sin, ‘falling short’, would support a state of sin or a sin offering.
Even before Cain had committed the murder, God is reaching out to him in love to make him turn from his destructive path. This is the love of God for fallen man.

Despite the Almighty’s efforts, Cain decides to trek his own downhill road and kills Abel. Cain versus Abel story gets reflected all along in the Scripture. Ishmael versus Issac (Galatians 4:29), Saul versus David and finally the older religious leaders of Jesus’ times versus Jesus! The root cause for it all… jealousy!
As is the manner of God, He comes seeking Cain. He has not yet left him. But Cain’s reply is an insult to God. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” implies, “I am not, you are.” So God is accountable! When God comes seeking Cain, Cain’s response is not shame as Adam had felt in Chapter 3:8, or excuses as in Chapter 3:12, but anger against God. 
Cain is now personally cursed. The curse is in verse 12 - failure of harvests and inability to settle. Cain as a farmer sought stability of place, but without God this is denied.

Cain’s plea in verse 14 against his punishment “I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, and it will happen that anyone who finds me will kill me.” probably comes from being seen as a source of misfortune. Compare with Jonah Chapter 1, Joshua 7, Achan’s episode etc. ‘My iniquity’ of verse 13 shows Cain acknowledging his sin for the first time, but it is too late. No more will he be able to have communion with God as Cain says in verse 14 – “I shall be hidden from Your face.” Compare with Isaiah 1:15, “When you spread out your hands, I will hide My eyes from you; Even though you make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands are full of blood.”
	 
	 
	 
	Cain
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	
	|
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	Enoch
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	|
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	Irad
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	|
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	Mehujael
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	|
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	Methushael
	
	
	 

	 
	
	
	|
	
	
	 

	 
	Adah
	-
	Lamech
	-
	Zillah
	 

	
	|
	
	
	
	|
	

	Jabal
	 
	Jubal
	 
	Tubal-Cain
	 
	Naamah


We see the rise of worldly intelligence in Cain’s descendants, compared to the herdsmen of devout Seth (Luke 16:8). They develop music and also the working of metals. Let’s give the devil his due! Correspondingly, we also see the rise of anarchy, as people kill for insults and misuse the ‘Word of the Lord’ (Genesis 4:23).
Notes for Slide no:30
For more on nuggets of truth hidden in oft-neglected Genealogies, browse my essay titled “Genius behind the genealogies” by clicking on the following link…

http://www.jandsmministries.com/message_aug1_10.asp 
Notes for Slide no:31 and 32
Who were the so called “Sons of God” who took human wives resulting in the birth of “giant offspring” (Genesis 6:1-4)? Not the sons of Seth (a righteous soul when compared to his elder brother Cain), who married women descending from Cain lineage, as some suppose. That the children were “giants” is a dead giveaway that something was unnatural about these “Sons of God”. If a born-again believer were to marry a nominal, unsaved woman, would “giants” be born? So much for the theory that “Sons of God” marrying earthly women were progeny of a righteous Seth! Well, these “Sons of God” (Jude 6-7*) were fallen angels-agents of Satan- trying to contaminate the pure Messianic line. 
*They are the “strange flesh” referred to in Jude 7, later in time they entered Sodom and Gomorrah too, which also was consequently destroyed.

Mind you, Satan knew that the Messiah who would crush his head would come (Gen 3:15). The devil’s only route of escape lay in preventing the Messiah from being ever born! One of the methods the old foe used to achieve this devious purpose was to try and contaminate sexually the Messiah’s progenitors to a fallen state beyond redemption. In this messy situation, stood up one righteous man for God –NOAH!
Notes for Slide no:33
Noah is commanded to make an ark of fairly large dimensions. The dimensions 450' x 75' x 45' of the boat, makes it a bit longish, more like today’s liners than early boats. The low height shows it to be more like a barge. There were three decks, each about 30' in height if the top deck is taken as an open deck. The windows would probably be in the 2nd deck. It could also mean 4 decks of 15' height each.

The flood was not a natural calamity. ‘I Myself’ in verse 17 stresses God’s role. Peter in II Peter 3:6 says that the flood came because of the word of God. But God establishes His covenant with Noah ‘to save’ him and his family. This saving grace is a continuing trait of God.

Noah obeyed God, even though the instructions must have appeared absurd and made people laugh. Compare with Hebrews 11:7 - where construction of the ark is called an act of faith. His act of faith was counted as righteousness. II Peter 2:5 refers to Noah as a preacher of righteousness though his preaching is not recorded here. He could have preached through his actions rather than through his words.

Does it to occur to us that besides all the physical strain that Noah and his sons took in constructing the huge ark, the exercise would have left Noah financially drained too?  But our God is faithful and rewards the righteous. In this context, it is said that when Noah went into the ark, he was a pauper but when he came out of it, he owned the World! Cool, isn’t it?
Notes for Slide no:34 and 35
We repeatedly see in the scriptures the whole household gaining or losing spiritually and materially because of the righteousness or sin of one man. Nothing has been said about the righteousness of Noah’s household, but they also enter the ark of salvation.

The purpose of the exercise is to keep the seed alive as it says in verse 3.  The clean animals may have been in a larger set of sevens since they may be used for food. Similarly the birds are also probably in sets of seven since they are more susceptible to die. The rest are in sets of two.
Noah is given seven days of grace to secure the ark. Compare with Matthew 24:38f in the context of Imminent Church rapture and subsequent 7 years of tribulation, where it says, “For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all away….” The people continued in their routine activities ignoring the words of Noah as he preached to them. The people ignored the chance given to them.
Even as we are heralding the truth about the impending Church rapture and seven years of tribulation, with an aim that the unsaved lot, would get into the safety of the “Ark”-the Church, are people taking us seriously? Times haven’t changed. Have they?
Notes for Slide no:36
The flood was caused by underground springs, as well as by heavy rain. This can happen with a sudden melting of the ice caps causing the water levels in the oceans to rise. It is conjectural but probably more likely that the earth was surrounded by a cloud bank and that this cloud bank collapsed (referred to as floodgates in the Amplified Bible – Gen 7:11), bringing in the flood. In this case, the formation of ice caps would draw away the water abating the flood. This could also explain the sudden reduction in the life span of humans in the generations after the flood. These clouds adding to the atmospheric pressure, thereby facilitating intake of more oxygen had extended the life of mankind. Now this cloud cover was a natural “Oxygen tent” of yore! At the time of regeneration (Matt 19:28), coinciding with the onset of Millennium (Rev 20:4-6) QUITE OBVIOUSLY THERE WOULD BE RECREATION OF THIS “CLOUD COVER”, AS THE VERY WORD “REGENERATION” IMPLIES, leading once again to extended life span (Isaiah 65:20)!
In verse 16, it says, “…and the LORD shut him in.” It is the Lord who seals the ark of salvation. It is not something that we can do. Verse 22 reads, “All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry land died”, except the aquatic animals of course, which would now act as scavengers of the Planet, eating up the carcasses! As Sea waters receded, doubtless the carcasses would have been swept into the sea.

Despite the death of countless creatures, mind you, there was no stench on Earth, as Noah stepped out with his family. Amazing, isn’t it?

Notes for Slide no:39
Every living thing had to come out of the ark and go into the world. However much we would like to shut ourselves away from the world and remain in the presence of the Lord, we have to go forth to minister. Noah having gone through this salvation experience does not grumble at the loneliness, but offers praise to God in offerings. God makes a unilateral “Rainbow” covenant with Noah, without any conditions, not to destroy the earth again.

The same command given to Adam, “be fruitful and multiply” in Genesis 1:28 is now given to Noah and his sons and they become the inheritors of Adam’s blessing. This command is mentioned twice in the narrative, in verse 1 and in verse 7. In the blessing which God gives, we can see that the harmony of creation is lost and man rules creation by terrorizing it. At creation Adam had dominion; but now it is by force. The vegetarianism of Genesis 1:29 is replaced by non-vegetarianism.

Verse 4 says that the life is in the blood and we should not eat flesh with the blood in it. This ban on blood is continued into the New Testament in Acts 15:29.

Man’s life is distinguished from animal life in verse 6 as being in God’s image. Therefore God will require recompense for man’s life. The sanctity of life is forcefully brought out in this blessing on Noah.
Notes on Slide no:40
Genesis 9:20 records that one day Noah becomes drunk and is lying naked when Ham sees him and tells it to his brothers. The anger of Noah would indicate that this sharing was not done in concern but in a mocking manner. Ham’s sin was not in seeing the nakedness of Noah, but in the attitude of contempt. In contrast we see his brothers covering the nakedness of Noah in a manner where they would not see his shame.
Notes on Slide no:41
The curse of Noah on Canaan is fulfilled in the Israelite occupation of Canaan. But not only is the fulfillment seen here but also in the history of the world. Japheth is the western nations and ‘may he dwell in the tents of Shem’ may refer to their embracing of Christianity. The dominance of Shem and Japheth over the Hamitic races is seen in the enslavement of the Third World by the Western nations. In that case this prophecy has been fulfilled and that era is over. 
The use of the term ‘God of Shem’ in verse 26 is interesting. From the lineage of Shem came that “Friend of God” -Abraham. Noah dies at the age of 950- Genesis 9:29.

The formation of tribes and ethnic groups
Verses 1-5 The family of Japheth

Verse 2 - In Ezekiel 38, the tribes of this verse are referred to as living in the north - Gomer, Meschech, Tubal, Togarmah and Magog. Gomer is identified as the Cimmeranians who came down and occupied Armenia in 800 BC. Madai are the Medes. Javan refers to the Ionians.

Verse 3 - Ashkenaz are the Scythians. Riphath is Diphath in I Chronicles 1:6.
Verse 4 - Kittim is referred to often in the Old Testament and they are located in Cyprus. Tarshish is referred to often in the Bible as a coastland. It was rich in minerals. It is generally identified as Spain. Dodanim were the occupants of the Isle of Rhodes. They are referred to as Rodanim in I Chronicles 1:7. Sons here probably mean descendants and refer to the races evolved from them.

Verse 5 - This separation according to language occurs after the confusion of Babel. At the time of Babel, these individuals were probably alive.

The Japheth tribes form the northern and western people, including the Greeks, do not figure much in the Bible. Only the trading island dwellers are well-known
Verses 6-14 The family of Ham

Verse 6 - Two distinct areas are called Cush. One is Babylon and the other is Ethiopia in Africa. Put is African, but the location is unknown. It is referred to in Nahum 3:9, Jeremiah 46:9 and Ezekiel 30:5 as allies of Egypt. It is also referred to in Ezekiel 38:5 and 27:10
Verse 7 - Seba is a common name, and the two referred here, son of Cush and son of Raamah may have been a conjunction of the two lines. It is in Arabia. Havilah may refer to the Babylonian region of Eden. There is a Semitic Havilah too in Genesis 10:29 Raamah is referred to in Ezekiel 27:22 and was a trading community.

All the Cushite tribes are located in Arabia or in Babylon and are probably related to Cush of Genesis 2.

Verse 8 – Nimrod is not mentioned in verse 7 because here “begot” probably means a descendant and not a direct son. Nimrod was a descendant of Cush. Nimrod was the first leader to be born, and he began Babel, with its defiance of God.
Verse 11 - Nimrod establishes Assyria which is referred to as his city in Micah 5:6
Verse 13 - Mizraim refers to Egypt. Ludim may refer to the Libyans. Lehabim also form a part of the Libyans. Naphtulim forms lower Egypt and Pathrushim (Verse 14) upper Egypt.
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Verse 14 - Jeremiah 47:4 and Amos 9:7 say that the Philistines are from Caphtorim (Island of Crete).
Verse 15 – Only Sidon and Heth are the children of Canaan. The rest from verse 16 onwards are tribes which descended from them. The Cannaanite tribes lived in the area of Palestine. 
Heth is the Hittites, a big tribe occupying Syria. Joshua 1:4 and Genesis 15:20 show them also in Canaan; so also Deuteronomy 7:1 and Judges 3:5. Sidon is north of Palestine
The Amorites are often mentioned and they lived all over on both sides of the river Jordan.
Verse 16 - Girgashites lived in Canaan and Jebusites around Jerusalem. Joshua 15:8. Numbers 13:29 and Joshua 11:3 say that they lived in the mountains of Canaan.

Verse 17 - Arkites are in Lebanon as also the Sinites. Hivites are also on the Lebanon hills See Judges 3:3. Joshua 11:3 says that they were around Mizpah and II Samuel 24:7 says they were below Tyre.
Verse 18 - Hamathites were to the north of Palestine, beyond Syria and Arvadites were on the coast just below. Zemarites were also in the same area.

Verses 21-32 The family of Shem
Verse 21 - The Shemites lived in-between the Hamites and the Japhethites in Arabia and Mesopotamia.

Verse 22 - The Elamites lived in Mesopotamia. Asshur are the Assyrians. They probably dispossessed the descendants of Nimrod. The Lud are the Lydians. The Aramites lived in Syria.

Verse 23 - These four sub-tribes are unknown. Mash is referred to as Meshech in I Chronicles
Verse 24 - The descendants of Arpachshad are all from Arabia and so mingled with the Hamitic Cushites. Salah is referred to as Shelah in I Chronicles. Luke introduces the name of Cainan between Arphaxad and Salah.

Notes for Slide no:42
Who were involved in this enterprise of building the tower of Babel? - all or only some of the tribes? It was probably a portion of the group who migrated east to the land of Shinar. Since they were in an alluvial plain, there were no stones or rocks and so bricks were made. It shows the ability of man to invent new things and his capabilities of reasoning and thinking.

What was really wrong in the project? Why did God find the project disturbing? I believe that the reason for the enterprise is judged and not the enterprise per se. It could have been for good i.e. unity and co-operation; it could be for evil - suspicion of others, protection to themselves etc. The reasons given here are a) to make a name for themselves - to put others in awe and possibly to rule over them b) to avoid being spread out over the face of the earth, going directly against God’s blessing in Genesis 9:1. Avoiding being scattered sounds nice - unity, closeness etc. but in this case shows lack of trust in God and in each other.

The word used for ‘begin’ in verse 6 is also used for ‘pollute’ or make common what was meant to be holy. If they are united, they can do anything (since they have become like God- Genesis 3:5). This, though a negative example, shows the importance of unity and communication for the human enterprise. They were meant to use their unity to fulfill God’s purpose for them. They polluted God’s purpose for them by developing their own plans and so became dangerous and God had to interfere. Are we clear enough of God’s purpose for us to make sure that we do not go against it?

The lack of understanding within themselves breaks them up and leaves an unfinished monument. Babel or Babylon becomes a symbol of all that is against God in the Bible. 
It needs to be noted here that the “Babel Enterprise” (of the 11th Chapter) took place before the Division of Earth into continents (Genesis 10:25). It is not the first and last time that what happened later on, has been mentioned in the preceding chapters in the Scriptures. For instance incidents recorded in Judges, chapters 17-21, actually happened before the events recorded in Chapters 16.
Slide no:45

 For more on the subject of “Land Division”, look under the sub-heading Geology and Geography in Genealogy in the link given below…
http://www.jandsmministries.com/message_aug1_10.asp
Notes for Slide no:48
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Genealogical chart on the basis of Genesis 11:10-32. The age of patriarch’s can be calculated on the basis of the above chart. For instance, Abraham was born 1951 years after the fall (correspondingly, a look of the Column under the Name “Noah” would underscore the fact that Noah was alive when Abraham was born) and died 2126 years after the fall suggesting, he lived up to an age of 175 years (Gen 25:7).
“Like father, Like son”? Nay, far from it! Abraham was quite unlike his idol-worshipping father (Terah) and grandfather (Nahor)-Joshua 24:2 to 4- when it came worshipping solely the God of Noah! His faith was exemplary. For more on Abraham’s inspirational faith, you may access my related article by clicking on the following link

                    http://www.jandsmministries.com/message_feb1_10.asp
The sins of Abraham’s father and grand-father are exacerbated by the fact that they turned to idol-worship, despite having their story-telling (about The Flood) Patriarchs’ Noah and Shem living right amongst them. In fact as the above graph shows that Shem even outlived Abraham! The truth that Shem settled in and around Iraq and that God called Abraham from Iraq is proof of proximity of Shem’s existence amongst Abraham’s immediate fore-fathers. The Bible truthfully and somberly records the stories of godly parents having ungodly offspring and ungodly parents having devout children, to underscore the fact that when it comes to salvation, EVERYONE NEEDS TO SEEK THE REDEEMER ON HIS OWN! Godly heritage can only take you so far and no further, by the same token ungodly heritage is no deterrent to the salvation of a sincere, seeking soul (Ezekiel 18). 
The word “Hebrew” (in popular Aramaic language of Middle East) is attributed to Abraham, as it refers to those who have “crossed over” the Euphrates River.
Notes for Slide no:49 and 50
Genesis 12: 5-9-Journey to the Promised Land

Moving now was not as easy as when they came from Ur of the Chaldees. They took all their possessions and ‘the people whom they had acquired in Haran’ referring to the slaves and servants, indicating that they had become very wealthy at Haran. 
Abram travels in a south-westerly direction from Haran to – Shechem. Shechem later becomes Samaria an important city. The land had been occupied by the Canaanites as indicated in Genesis 10:19. He pitches his tent at the terebinth tree at Moreh near Shechem where God appears to him. 
Now that he had fulfilled the condition of verse 1, God confirmed that land of Palestine to Abram and his seed. Paul commenting on this passage in Galatians 3:16 writes “Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as of many, but as of one, ‘And to your Seed,’ who is Christ.” So Jesus is the inheritor of this promise and not the Jews.

By this appearance of Yahweh to him, Abram knows that he is on the right track. He continues his journey south and passes between Bethel and Ai building an altar in the mountain east of Bethel. Ai means ‘ruin’ and may be a later name. Bethel means ‘house of God’ and became an important worship centre.

Abram continues to travel south reaching the Negev. 

Notes for Slide no:51 and 52
Verses 10-20 Flight to Egypt

As so often happens on a spiritual journey, there comes a time of severe trial. Abram was in God’s Promised Land, but instead of plenty there is a famine. In the face of this trial, he leaves the Promised Land and goes to Egypt.

As it happens always, when we turn to the world for help, compromise is involved. Sarah is over 65 and yet attractive. It would appear that Abram had decided to share Sarah to survive. It showed the lack of trust in God that Abram had, when he left the land of his fathers’. It is possible that Abram was not sure of God’s presence in this flight and hence turned to deception instead of God for safety.

All this wealth mentioned in verse 16 may have been a kind of dowry given to purchase Sarai. Though the deception was by Abram, the judgment came on the Pharaoh. It may appear unfair, but probably the Pharaoh is also being taught a lesson in not ‘collecting’ women for himself. The nature of the plagues is not mentioned nor are we told how the source of the plagues was traced to Sarai. Probably God communicated with the Pharaoh or some form of divination was used, as is common among the Egyptians.

According to verse 19, Pharaoh had not touched Sarah though enough time had lapsed for plagues to have come on the house of the Pharaoh and for the source to be traced to Sarai. This shows that his intention was probably just to add Sarai to his collection of women.
Abram benefited financially from the deception and Pharaoh suffered. But Abram’s wealth, which also included Hagar, was to prove a curse – leading to separation from Lot and trouble with Sarai.
Notes for Slide no:53
Verses 1-9 Parting of Abram and Lot

Abram had been wealthy but now he is wealthier, with the accretions of Egypt. Had he remained in Canaan, he would have been materially poorer but spiritually richer. In chapter 24:35 it says that ‘the Lord prospered Abram’, but here no such statement is made.

He returns to Palestine from Egypt and makes his way to the shrine he had erected near Bethel. Abram returns there and reaffirms his faith in Yahweh. Bethel becomes a shrine for Abram and his descendants. 

The origin of the Perizzites mentioned in verse 7 is not given.
Lot had his own flocks and was not part of a joint family. He also appears to have prospered in Egypt. As it happens often, the quarrel begins through their servants. But Abram is magnanimous and does not quarrel. The essence of Abram’s statement in verses 8 and 9 is, “If we cannot control our servants let us part.” Abram out of his generosity lets Lot have the first choice of the land so that he could take what was left over.
Verses 10-18 The promise to Abram

Lot lifted his eyes and chose, but God lifted Abram’s eyes (verse 14) and gave. These verses contrast Abraham’s generosity with Lot’s selfishness. Lot chose wealth among wickedness (verse 13) as he did not learn the lesson from Egypt. Probably Egypt spoiled him and he did not appreciate Abram’s renewed zeal for the Lord. Abram learnt his lesson well in Egypt and knew that wealth is immaterial without God. While on the subject of seeing, as N.T. believers let’s set our sights on things ABOVE (Colossians 3:1-3)!
Verse 12 here says that he settled near Sodom but the next chapter in verse 12 says he lived in Sodom. By the time we come to Chapter 18, he is an elder in Sodom. Though II Peter 2:7 says that Lot was vexed with what was happening around him and did not join in the same, he lived amongst all the sin and was active in that society. He tried to reform the society as can be seen in Genesis 19:9 and so it may be unfair to judge Lot as one who accepted a bad neighborhood for wealth, but he can be seen as a failed missionary to the region.

Though God had promised all the land to Abram, in actual fact Abram did not own any land. 
“And God gave him no inheritance in it, not even enough to set his foot on.” Acts 7:5
Abram instead sought a city built by God i.e. the Kingdom of God.

“for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”- (Hebrews 11:10). 

Though Abram did not own the land, God tells him, “Roam freely, it is yours. I will protect you.” However Abram only moves to Hebron (verse 18) which later becomes an important centre for Israel and where he finally buries Sarah in Chapter 23.

Notes for Slide no:54 and 55
CHAPTER 14

Abram and the kings of Salem and Sodom
Verses 1-12: The war between the northern and southern coalitions

The Elamites led by Chedorlaomer had subjugated the southern states of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboim and Bela according to verse 4. This may indicate why Abram is held in respect, since he would have been identified with the Elamites as a Semite. This subjugation was for a period of twelve years after which they rebel against him. Chedorlaomer raises a coalition of kings from the north consisting of Shinar, Ellasar and the Hittites.  Amraphel king of Shinar would be Semitic, of the people who displaced Nimrod who was Hamitic. The Elamites were also Semitic and further east of Shinar. Tidal was the title of the Hittite kings and they were Hamitic living in the northwest of Syria. Ellasar is unknown.

The southern kings were located near the Dead Sea. 

The route followed by these northern kings is not clear. However, it is evident that the campaign against the southern kings was not their only objective and they settled many other matters before coming here. These campaigns are listed in verses 5 to 7 as 1) an attack on Rephaim 2) an attack on Zuzim 3) an attack on Emim 4) an attack on the Horites 5) an attack on the Amalekites and 6) an attack on the Amorites.
Verses 13-16 Abram’s rescue of Lot

In this war between the kings, Lot who was not subservient to Abram, but wanted his rights, lost everything. A refugee from the battle receives Abram’s hospitality and tells him all that had transpired. Mamre and his family were allies with Abram which shows that Abram had been accepted and could dwell in safety from his neighbors.
When Abram heard that Lot had been taken captive, he immediately begins to plan a rescue. He takes his trained servants with him. The word for ‘trained’ is disciplined or dedicated and was a technical word for armed escorts of chieftains.

It is questioned how Abram could defeat such a large army with only 318 armed men? Was it not a harbinger of future wars of Israel, when its tiny army would win despite being pitted against a much bigger army (eg…Joshua 10:1-11, I Kings 20:23-30)? Hebrews 7:1 (KJV) makes it clear that the kings were killed. Abram’s chase of the defeated soldiers of the northern coalition takes him beyond Damascus to Hobah.
Abram brings back all the goods which had been taken away by the northern kings, including the personnel taken captive. Lot who left Abram in insubordination has to accept his deliverance for his wealth.  However Abram in contrast elevates Lot, his nephew to ‘brother’ as an equal in God’s kingdom (verse 12 and 16, Genesis 13:8) and freely gives him help. That’s magnanimity for you!
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Hey, tithing antedates the Law! Many Christians (including Yours truly till some years ago) would take cover under the premise that tithing is all about practicing an outdated OT command. Is it? No, far from it! It antedates the Law and our Savior endorsed it (Matt 23:23). While stating that lack of tithing sadly closes doors on a generous God keen to bless, let me encourage you to tithe with a heart overflowing with love and gratitude to an ALL PROVIDING GOD and take my word …you would see the blessings pour (Malachi 3:10). I have been blessed and I would admit the same shouting from the rooftops nay mountaintops!
Who was Melchizedek?

 Melchizedek was a priestly king of Jerusalem, who worshiped El Elyon or God Most High. His role in the OT times, symbolized the future Messianic ministry of Christ of being both a Priest and King (Psalm 110/Zech 6:13) at the same time. His bringing out bread and wine too was prophetic of Jesus as a memorial of deliverance.
No wonder, Jesus had Levitical, Priestly blood besides Royal blood of David flowing in his veins as borne out by the fact that Mary, the mother of Jesus  was a relative of Elizabeth, a descendent of High-priest Aaron.(Luke 1:5/36). Mary may have been related to Elizabeth, from her mother’s side.  Mary’s mother, may have been the sister of Elizabeth, as marriages between the members of priestly tribe of Levi and other tribes was permitted (2 Chronicles 22:11).
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CHAPTER 15

God’s covenant with Abraham
Verses 1-7 God renews His promise to Abram
This may be one incident or a prolonged dialogue over many days as Abram comes up with further doubts. Hence the ‘then’ of verses 3 and 7 can be indefinite. ‘After these things’ in verse 1, is also indefinite, but it probably is soon after Chapter 14 to encourage Abraham for his acts of faith. God says, “I am thy shield and thy exceeding great reward.” Having the presence of God with him is Abram’s reward and not the wealth of Sodom. However, Abram’s faith is active and not passive, and so he immediately questions God’s statement asking, “Where is the presence of God?” As a servant is to inherit his possessions in the absence of an heir, he sees the absence of an heir as an absence of God.
God promises an heir who will be of his own flesh and blood and re-iterates the earlier promises of many descendants. This vision or dialogue takes place at night.
The statement, “And he (Abram) believed in the LORD and He counted it to him for righteousness.” in verse 6 becomes the keynote of Paul in his study of the basis of Abram’s justification in Romans 4:3. Once Abram puts his faith in God, God begins to tell him about the nation which will come from Abram and reside in Palestine. In Galatians 3:6-8, this is linked to the promise of Genesis 12:3. This state of righteousness is before the rite of circumcision is imposed later in Genesis 17.
Verses 8-21 God makes a covenant with Abram

A similar question as in verse 8 by Zachariah brought trouble to him in Luke 1:18. Here however, God seals a covenant with Abram. This dialogue with God occurs in the day time.

Normally, to seal a covenant, both parties walk through the sacrifice as described in Jeremiah 34:18. Abram sets up the sacrifice as instructed by God and waits. While waiting, Abram falls asleep and sees a vision of the coming enslavement in Egypt for his descendants, the exodus and his own peaceful death before all these calamities. 
In narrating the history of Israel’s relationship with God in Acts 7:6-7, Stephen quotes verse 13 and 14 as God’s word to Abram.
One reason given by God for the four hundred years delay and captivity (total number of years of stay in a “foreign land” was 400 years-this foreign land means both Canaan and Egypt*) is that the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. They are not yet ready for judgment. Hence the occupation of Palestine was an act of judgment on the Canaanites and not favoritism by God towards the Jews.
· Egyptian sojourn since the arrival of Jacob with his sons in Egypt lasted less than 250 years and NOT 430 years, as some wrongly presume.
In verse 17 only God goes between the sacrificial offerings showing that it is a one-sided, unconditional covenant of grace. Nothing has been demanded in return from Abram.
The land promised by God included Syria, Palestine and Gaza. In actual fact, Abraham’s descendants through his promised son Issac never occupied this full territory because of sin in the time of the Judges, but under David they controlled this entire area.

The tribes mentioned in verse 19 to 21 did not exist in the time of Abram and is prophetic.

Just as God sealed a covenant with Abram, in Jesus, God has sealed a one-sided covenant with us.
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CHAPTER 16

Birth of Ishmael
Verses 1-6 The carnal plan

In the New Testament, Paul refers to this episode as a carnal attempt to do something spiritual. 

“For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through promise, which things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar – for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children – but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all.” - Galatians 4:22ff
Hagar was probably acquired during Abram’s sojourn in Egypt. As in Eden, so here, Satan works through the woman. Sarai suggests that Abram make Hagar his concubine. This was a common and accepted custom of the times and it is a measure of Abram’s faith that he had not indulged in it so far. Now after many years of waiting and 10 years in Canaan, Abram succumbs to his environment. This would lead us to an important subject …waiting patiently for God’s timing. Abraham’s haste in having an heir, without waiting for God’s appointed time (Genesis 16:1-12), stands in stark contrast vis-à-vis exemplary patience of anointed David (I Samuel 16:1-13) when it came to ascending the Throne of the Nation of Israel. Not once but twice, he would spare the murderous incumbent Saul, who was at his mercy (I Sam 24 and I Sam 26). Not for David any fast-forward process!
When she becomes pregnant, Hagar is consumed by pride and expects Abram to honor her more than Sarai. She expects to be the chief wife. Compare with Proverbs 30:21-23, where such a situation is condemned. She fails to see grace of Sarai as the cause of her situation.

Sarai is hurt, and blames Abram for the situation. It is possible that Abram failed to control the situation, but Sarah’s accusation is unfair, as the situation was brought about by her. She shows herself to be envious and short in grace and endurance.

The word ‘harshly’ in verse 6 translates a Hebrew word which has its root in ‘being humbled’ or ‘abased’. Sarah probably insisted that Hagar behave herself and retain her place as a maid. It does not imply cruelty. But Hagar decides to flee to Egypt, her homeland (verse 7 by way of Shur).

Verses 8-16 Hagar’s encounter with Yahweh’s angel

An angel meets with Hagar and advises Hagar to be humble and to submit to Sarai. We cannot flee from our calling. We have to give our Christian testimony in the situation we find ourselves in. Hagar’s flight and sorrow is caused by her own unwillingness to take the position of a slave due to her pride whereas God wanted her to remain there.

Ishmael, as Abram’s son, and as God’s grace to Hagar’s abasement (verse 11) is promised a nation. He becomes a parody of the true line - 12 princes, a nation etc. but not a source of salvation to the world, giving birth to Mohammed instead of Jesus.

The prophesy of verse 12 is still true today as seen in the wildness of the Arabic nations, often indulging in war amongst themselves or in a civil war like in Afghanistan.

Hagar had experienced the one-sided grace of God which had reached out to her and so she calls God the “God who Sees.” - our God sees us and has compassion on us. Ishmael is born 2037 years after the fall.
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CHAPTER 17

God’s covenant with Abraham
Verses 1-8 God’s promise to Abram

The word ‘covenant’ appears 10 times and ‘multiplying you’ 6 times in this chapter.
There is a gap of 13 years from the previous chapters. God was waiting for Ishmael to be old enough to leave home (Chapter 21). This is the first time that Yahweh uses the title ‘El Shaddai’ to show His sovereignty. God calls on Abram to walk in his presence and to be blameless and God would make a covenant with him. This is a conditional promise.
We need to walk before God, i.e. in His presence, and we need to do acts that are blameless before God.

Though, God in verse 2 says that the covenant is with Abram, in verse 7 this is extended to Abraham’s descendants as well. 
Psalm 105:6-8 says 
“O seed of Abraham His servant, 
You children of Jacob, His chosen ones! 
He is the LORD our God; 
His judgments are in all the earth. 
He has  remembeeds His covenant forever,

The word which He commanded for a thousand generations.” 

implying that this is an eternal covenant.
The posture adopted by Abram in verse 3 is one of prayer to God. He does this because he is speaking to God and as a sign of respect for God. God seeing his response continues with clarifying God’s promise to Abram. God begins by renaming Abram as Abraham (Father of many Nations) and Sarai as Sarah (Princess) in the ensuing verses. What is in a name, you might well ask? Plenty, if it is given signifying a promise by the Almighty Himself! By the way “H” the aspirate word (you cannot pronounce any word with H, without drawing breath) added to the names of Abram and Sarai, would also mean that the good Lord was breathing into their old bodies (dead as far as child-bearing was concerned) new life, vim, vigor and vitality! NO EMPTY BOAST THIS…for required physiological changes did occur in the bodies of both Abraham and Sarah. No wonder, a pagan King gets attracted to Sarah, shortly (Genesis 20:1-3)!
The promise given is not only of many descendants but of many nations and in verse 6 of many kings. In verses 2 to 6, the promise of many descendants is repeated four times. This promise was fulfilled not only in Isaac but also in Ishmael and the children of Keturah. However as Romans Chapter 9 says, the true descendants are the faithful in all nations. Paul speaking on these verses in Romans 4:13, stretches the promise to be the ‘heir of the world’. (Romans 4:13 “For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law…”):-
In verse 7, God says that this covenant is everlasting with Abraham’s descendants. Even the land is promised as an everlasting covenant to those descendents who would sojourn in Foreign land for 400 years (Genesis 15:13-16). Note here that this Canaan, was promised to only those descendants, who would sojourn in a foreign land for 400 years, which clearly means that the Promised Land was not guaranteed by Divine will to other descendants of Abraham other than Issac (Abraham’s descendants beginning with Issac sojourned BOTH in Canaan and Egypt for a total of 430 years) most notably Ishmael. Yes, God promised to bless Ishmael descendants too because of Abraham (Genesis 17:20 /21:18) but the Land of Canaan was reserved for Abraham’s descendents, who would come through his promised son Issac (Genesis 17:1-21). At this point, it would serve us well to reflect on the material blessings showered upon Ishmael descendents too, as per the Divine promise. Their access to rich oil reserves, cannot be matched by anybody. Yet another fulfillment of Biblical prophecy? Absolutely! 
Verses 9-27 Sign of the Covenant
Abraham and his descendants were to ‘keep the covenant’ by practicing circumcision as a sign of the covenant. This was God’s condition for the covenant (verse 10, 14). Every resident in the house was treated as a part of the family, and was to partake in the covenant. Lack of circumcision led to exclusion from the covenant. 
The phrase ‘That very same day’ in verse 26, shows the instant obedience of Abraham to God’s command. Abraham makes no distinction and circumcises all the residents in his house including Ishmael.
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CHAPTER 18

Verses 1-15 The visit of the Lord and the angels
This was soon after Chapter 17 and there is no time gap, as the covenant was at the age of 99 and Isaac was born at the age of 100.

Three angels come to visit Abraham. The visit of the three angels is called an appearance of Yahweh. A distinction is made between the spokesman and the other two angels. Was the spokesman Jesus?

Visitors were not common and Abraham may have recognized them as deserving honor. Abraham’s generosity is seen in his reception and he is rewarded accordingly according to Hebrews 13:2. The ‘so’ of this verse can be linked with the vision of verse 1, in which case the hospitality can be understood as he recognized them as messengers of Yahweh.

We see the divine basis of Eastern hospitality in verse 5. ‘In as much as you have come to your servant’- God having brought you here means he wants to bless you through me.
In verse 10 the angel says – ‘I will return’- Though the angel speaks prophetically, he does not use the standard terminology of a prophet and say, ‘Thus says the Lord’ or ‘God says’. Instead it is ‘I’ showing that it is God Himself speaking.
In verse 12 - Sarah refers to Abraham as ‘my lord’ which is commended in I Peter 3:6: 
“as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror.”
as the sign of submission of a dutiful wife. Compare with Heb 11:11: 
“By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child, when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful, who had promised.”
where Sarah’s faith is commended.  However, she finds it difficult to accept this promise of God and there is skepticism in her heart. The word laugh here means to be skeptical or to ridicule. Sarah had faith but it was not perfect.
Note that the same word “tsachaq” is used for Abraham’s laughter in Genesis 17 but he is not rebuked for the same. One reason may have been that this promise is given soon after that of Chapter 17. Chapter 17:24 says that Abraham was 99 when that promise was given and Isaac was born when he was 100. So this promise is made a few days or months later and is meant to be a fulfillment of that. So Sarah’s laughter is a lack of belief in the promise of chapter 17.

‘Is anything too hard for the Lord?’ God expects us to recognize His omnipotence and trust Him in everything. Sarah is overawed by their presence and denies her guilt in verse 15.
Verses 16-33 God’s judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah
God does not hide anything from His people. We see this not only in verse 17 here but in other well known passages such as John 15:15
“…for all things that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.”
Amos 3:7 

“Surely the Lord God does nothing, Unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets.”
and Psalm 25:14
“The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him, and He will show them His covenant.”
These emphasize God’s desire to share all information that is relevant to us. This is required since we are to be a blessing to others (verse 18), and that we may bring up our children rightly.

In verse 20 and 21, we see God taking the time and effort to explain the cause of His actions to Abraham. It is only when we understand what God is doing can we be partners with God in His mission. 

The sin of Sodom and Gomorrah referred to by God here was sexual according to Jude 7:

“…as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.”

The judgment was not just a physical pouring out of fire and brimstone but an eternal punishment in hell.
Abraham intercedes for the people
In verses 23-33, we see Abraham’s intercession for the land. God was willing to dialogue with Abraham till they came to an agreement before acting. Unfortunately for Abraham as even ten righteous persons were not found, the region of Sodom and Gomorrah was destroyed. The people of God are the salt that preserves the world from destruction. Abraham through his intercession tries to be that salt. Intercessory prayer is valued highly by God, since there is not an iota of personal selfishness in it. For more on Intercessory prayers, you may click on the following link…
http://www.jandsmministries.com/message_march1-07.asp
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CHAPTER 19
Verses 1-11 The angels attacked in Sodom 
The phrase ‘Lot was sitting in the gate’ shows that he had a position of authority in Sodom. His situation in that sense was like Joseph’s or Daniel’s. But unlike them, he was there by choice, while they were there by force.

Verse 2f shows the eastern hospitality to strangers which our present lawlessness has destroyed. Compare with Hebrews 13:2 which commands us to show hospitality always.
“Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by doing so some have unwittingly entertained angels.” 
The term ‘know’ in verse 5 can be understood carnally or literally. There may also be a guise here, to use an innocent plea, ‘we want to know who they are’ and then take advantage of an open door. The mob was not rebellious youngsters, but included both the old and the young from the whole city.

Peter in II Peter 2:6ff says that Lot was righteous and oppressed by the bad conduct of the people in Sodom, and was sad in spirit.
“…and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly; and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)-”
He expresses his anger and sorrow in verse 6 and 7 of Genesis 19 by chiding the Sodomites.
This offer of his daughters in verse 8 showed a very poor status for women, and a very high status for guests. Honor demanded that he and his family should suffer but not his guests.

The people of Sodom refuse to listen to Lot’s advice (verse 9) and are angry at his repeated preaching to them (as per the translation of the NKJV). This shows that Lot was aware of the sin around him, yet chose to remain in that community. He had tried to be a prophet to them but they did not listen. His preaching had no power because of the hard heartedness of the people. It was this hard heartedness that brought God’s destruction on them.
Compare the authority of these angels in verses 10 and 11 with the weakness of Lot in the earlier passage.
Verses 12-22 The rescue of Lot

The directives given by the angels in verse 12, show God’s concern for the family of the righteous. But when Lot speaks to his family in verse 14, they ridicule him. Compare Noah’s stature among his children with that of Lot’s. To his children, Lot was a ‘joker’ not to be taken seriously. We see Lot’s own lack of conviction in the words of the angels as he still lingers (verse 15 & 16) and the angels urge him to hurry. It is this hesitancy that weakens his message. Yet God is merciful and forcibly takes him out. Lot is told to move to higher ground and to get away from the plains (verse 17) but Lot is not willing (verse 18). God offers life on the higher ground, but Lot, in spite of knowing that God is loyal, is afraid that he will die there (verse 19)!! This is like the spies’ fear of the giants in the time of Moses.  Lot chooses to stay at Zoar instead. In the process, he saves this town from fire (verse 20).

Verses 23-38 The dismal end to Lot’s story
There is no desire on the part of Lot’s wife to escape from the sin and corruption of Sodom (verse 26). Hence the judgment of God comes upon her. Luke 17:32-33 
“Remember Lot’s wife. Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whosoever loses his life will preserve it.”
uses this to emphasize the need for getting our priorities right.

Abraham comes to see the judgment from the spot where he interceded with God (verse 27). He sees the smoke rising up like in a furnace (verse 28).  
In verse 29, it says God remembered Abraham - not Lot. Lot’s deliverance was because of Abraham’s righteousness.

Lot finds Zoar uncongenial and at last moves to higher ground (verse 30). He does not reach out for the fellowship of Abraham, but tragically tries to stand isolated and alone. The result is an ingrown, cultic family leading to incest and birth of nations abhorrent to God. These two nations of Moab and Ammon were to be a problem to Israel throughout their existence.

While on the subject, should the Holy Bible record instances’ of unholy acts such as incest (Genesis 35:22/38:12-18/II Samuel 13:1-30))? IT HAS TO REMEMBERED THAT BIBLE NEVER ENDORSES THEM, EVEN WHILE BRINGING OUT PAINFUL CONSEQUENCES/CURSES (Genesis 49:4) OF SUCH UNHOLY ACTIONS IN ORDER THEY SERVE US OBJECT LESSONS TO US OF THE PRESENT GENERATION (I COR 10:11)!
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Chapter 20 
Verses 1-13 Sarah and Abimelech
Fear again overtakes Abraham in spite of his close walk with God in the recent past. This is a warning to us. Because of his fear, he again gets trapped in a falsehood (verse 2). Grabbing of desirable women is also a path of danger for Abimelech, which he should avoid (verse 3).

Sarah was at this time 90, yet attractive thanks to physiological changes in her body post the promises and blessings of Genesis 17:15/Genesis 18:10. Doubtless, vim , vigor and vitality would have returned to Abraham also!

Abimelech is a title for the king and not a name. Though a Canaanite, he appears to be a worshipper of Yahweh (verse 3). Because of his righteousness, he is kept from sinning. 
Abimelech realized that his sin would come on the nation (verse 4). Do we sometimes forget the corporate effects of our sin? God accepts his excuse as conforming to existing practices (verse 5f). 
However, God claims responsibility for preventing him from sinning (verse 6). God instructs him to restore Sarah to Abraham. Refusal to do so would lead to death on him and his people. The options are the same as Adam and Eve had in Genesis 2:17. 

Abimelech discloses all that God has told him, and does not keep it as a secret. The men are afraid because Abraham was a prophet. The prophet’s fear and weakness do not make him less of a prophet. It rather shows their lack of hospitality and grace. Cf. Abraham’s reply in verse 11 to Abimelech’s accusation in verse 9. This is an indictment of the people. Do we appear hostile to people?

A feet of clay…
In verse 13, we see in the phrase ‘God caused me’ a shifting of blame or acknowledgement of divine guidance? Abraham asks her to show loyalty by disowning her marriage!! The whole concept of loyalty has been inverted by Abraham; he had not realized that loyalty is unto death.

Verses 14-18 Abimelech blesses Abraham

Abimelech gives much wealth to show that Sarah is not a harem discard but is being returned with honor (verse 14f). 
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Chapter 21 
The year is 2051 years after the fall of Adam and Eve.

Birth of Isaac 
Verse 1 uses the phrase ‘The Lord visited’. The same phrase is used for Hannah in I Samuel. This phrase indicates that life is from God.  The phrase ‘As he had spoken’ shows Isaac to be the child of promise. The passage in Galatians Chapter 4:22ff: 
“For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through the promise, which things are symbolic. For these are two covenants:  the one from Mt. Sinai which gives birth to bandage, which is Hagar – for this Hagar is Mt. Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children – but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all.”
says that Ishmael was born according to human means, but Isaac was born as per the promise. Hagar being a slave signifies bondage, while Sarah being free signifies freedom. So Hagar signifies Mt. Sinai and the earthly Jerusalem or the bondage of the law, while Sarah signifies the Jerusalem which is from above and which is free.

Those who are born according to human means will persecute those born of the spirit. We are called to be of Isaac and not of Ishmael, that is spiritual and not worldly.
The timing of the events in His kingdom are chosen and set by God (verse 2). We read the same of Jesus in Galatians 4:4, “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son.”
Isaac means laughter. This word or idea is used throughout. In Genesis 17, it was Sarah’s reaction to the promise of God. Abraham dedicates Isaac by circumcision, ‘as God had commanded him’ (verse 4). All things are done exactly as God wanted and not as Abraham wanted including the banishing of Ishmael (Verse 12). Psalm 105:9 & 15 says, 
“The covenant which He made with Abraham,

And His oath to Isaac.”

“Saying ‘Do not touch my anointed ones, And do my prophets no harm’.”
The psalmist calls Isaac as God’s anointed and a prophet. While remembering that birth of Issac was a miracle, let’s not for a moment forget that rejuvenation of bodies of Abraham and Sarah was equally an astounding miracle paving the way for Issac’s birth!
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The great feast referred to in Genesis 21:8 could be the eastern custom of celebrating the first birthday. That means this was a year later and Ishmael was 15 years old. In verse 9, Ishmael laughs at Isaac giving Sarah the opportunity to banish them.

In Galatians 4:29, 

“But as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, even so it is now.”
Paul interprets Ishmael’s behavior in verse 9 as persecuting Isaac. Whatever it was, Sarah and God saw danger and ask for Ishmael to be removed (verse 10). Galatians 4:30, 
“Nevertheless what does the Scripture say? ‘Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman’.”

In interpreting, this passage condemns all natural works as not of the promise and has no merit. Was Abraham’s the act of sending Ishmael off wrong? But God says that it is not evil (verse 12) because Isaac is of the promise and not Ishmael! WE HAVE TO PART WITH MANY THINGS OF OUR OWN CREATION IF IT IS NOT OF GOD EVEN THOUGH THERE MAY BE NOTHING EVIL IN IT PER SE. THIS PARTING CAN BE DIFFICULT. 
The promise of verse 12, “…in Isaac shall thy seed be called” is quoted in Hebrews 11:18 to show Abraham’s faith to in carrying out the sacrifice of Genesis 22. The same verse is quoted by Paul in Romans 9:7 
“…nor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called’.”
to show God’s election of His people. However some blessing will come to Ishmael (verse 13) and he would be a nation. 

Verses 15-21 God’s deliverance to Ishmael
Hagar heads for Egypt which is her home but gets lost in the Wilderness of Beersheba (verse 14). Though verse 16 says that Hagar prayed to God, verse 17 says God heard Ishmael’s cry. So, he though dying, was fighting in prayer and not dependent on Hagar. God was with Ishmael for Abraham’s sake (verse 20), even though Ishmael’s descendants would create problems later. This is the grace of God.

Hagar being an Egyptian, takes an Egyptian wife for Ishmael (verse 21).  

Notes on Slide no:65
CHAPTER 22

Verses 1-19 Trial of Abraham’s faith
Why was this testing of Abraham done? God was willing to give His only Son as a sacrifice for us; was it that God wanted to ensure that the head of His chosen race was also willing to do likewise?

God does not tempt or test with evil (James 1:17). Yet verse 2 appears to do exactly this. Also what Abraham is asked to do is an act against God’s very nature. The passage shows that while human sacrifice is nowhere advocated in the Bible, except here and on the cross, a willingness to give up ones child to the Lord is a basic biblical principle. In that case, in the event of any tragedy we cannot ask why our child dies nor can we control the future of our children but we need to release them into the hand of God.
The vision was probably at night. ‘Early in the morning’ shows Abraham’s immediate obedience. Even  sun rays were lighting up the day, Abraham wisely kept Sarah in the dark about his “main agenda” to avoid an hysterical reaction from his better but weaker half! As he rises, he sets out to obey (verse 3). It also seems a biblical principle to do the Lord’s business early in the day. Pray tell me have you prayed in the morning today?
They travelled for over 2 days, as they reached only on the third day. God must have indicated the place otherwise there was no sense in travelling so far. This place was Zion, the location of the future Temple.

Abraham tells his men that “we will come back” showing his belief that Isaac would live through the experience. Hebrews 11:17-19 probably looks back on this the phrase – ‘we will come back’ when it says,

“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called, ’accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.”
 Abraham was confident that God would raise the dead, since God is able to keep His promise of Genesis 21:12. The carrying of the wood in verse 6 reminds us of Christ carrying the cross.

Isaac’s question, “My father …where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” must have been heart breaking for Abraham(verse 7). Like us, Abraham realizes that there is no sacrificial lamb at that moment but God would provide (verse 8)…MOST IMPORTANTLY AT THE RIGHT TIME.
There is no sign of resistance from Isaac to being bound as a sacrifice. He may have had inkling all along and hence his question of verse 7.
God says in verse 12, “Now I know that you fear God.” It was the willingness to offer Isaac that showed God Abraham’s fear, respect and trust in God. This shows that God’s giving us free will imposes a limit on God’s knowledge of us. Unless we show our faith in God by our acts, God cannot accept our profession of faith. Compare with James 2:21f, which says that Abraham was justified before God because of this act.
 “Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect?”

I Samuel 15:22 says that God wants the obedience and not the sacrifice - “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the Lord?”
God swears upon Himself in verse 16 to bless Abraham because of his act of faith.  Hebrews 6:13f says that God says this since there is nothing higher by which He could promise – “For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, saying, ‘Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you.”

This promise was an immutable promise given to Abraham according to Hebrews 6:17 – “Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us.”
Hebrews 11:12 sees this promise as fulfilled – “Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude – innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.”
 It is a paradox of faith that it is only by giving up that we can receive blessings. When Abraham gave the choice portion to Lot, God blessed him. Now when he gives the choice portion of Isaac to God, again God blesses him. When you intend to give, you do not clasp anything tightly right? YOUR HANDS ARE THUS OPEN TO RECEIVE HIS BLESSINGS!
Notes for Slide no:66 and 67
CHAPTER 23
Verses 1-20 Death and burial of Sarah
Abraham was 137 years old and Isaac was 37 when Sarah died, but Isaac was not married yet. Considering the Lord’s promise, this was odd, but could be due to Sarah’s intense possessiveness of her only child. Abraham had moved from Beersheba (Chapter 21:33f and 22:19) to Hebron also know as Kirajath-Arba. The reason for the move is not mentioned but it could be to be closer to Mt. Moriah of Chapter 22.
The term ‘sons of Heth’ refers to the Hittites (verse 3). Abraham was promised the whole land by God, but now he was a sojourner and had to plead for land. We are also in the same situation in our relationship to the world.
This first piece of land Abraham owned was to bury Sarah and to remind him that his inheritance is not here.

The free generosity of verse 6 and 11 could be genuine and an expression of alliance with Abraham; or it could be a formal way of beginning the bargaining.

Abraham’s desire to pay for the land in verse 13 may be a part of his policy to owe no one, or to avoid problems later. Ephron states the price indirectly as 400 shekels of silver. 1 shekel = 0.4 oz. Therefore the price of 400 shekels is equal to 160 oz or 10 pounds of silver.

It is now 2088 years after the fall.
Notes for Slide nos 68-69
Summary of Abraham’s calling and his life thereafter

· God appeared to Abraham in Ur of the Chaldees (Acts 7:2), calling Abraham to migrate from Ur to a land that God would show him. Abraham’s father, Terah was a worshipper of idols (Joshua 24:2), a person who had lost touch with the reality of God. Yet when the God who created the world appeared to Abraham, Abraham recognized Him and responded to the call. Hebrews 11:8 says that Abraham did not know where God was taking him when he obeyed God’s call to move.
· Along with Abraham came his relatives, willing to follow him in his search for God’s will in his life - till they came to Haran (Genesis 11:31). Haran was a fertile land. It looked an ideal place for them to settle in - and so they did.
· But then came God’s call to Abraham to separate himself from his family and to move to Palestine (Genesis 12:1-3). To those of us who are parents, God’s call to Abraham is not what we would want for our children. God’s whole attitude appears to show a lack of concern for the parents. Is there a reason for this? 

· One explanation comes from a comparison of Genesis 11:26, 32, Genesis 12:4 and Acts 7:4. From Genesis 11:26 and 32 we can conclude that Abraham was 135 years old at the death of Terah. From Genesis 12:4 we see that Abraham entered Palestine at an age of 75 that is when Terah was still alive. Yet in Acts 7:4 Stephen says that Terah was dead when Abraham moved from Haran to Palestine. The only way this could be true is if we understand the Holy Spirit speaking through Stephen and Luke, as referring to the spiritual death of Terah. They had begun a pilgrimage from Ur to reach the Promised Land, but they died spiritually at Haran when they were trapped by the material attractions of Haran.
· If Abraham was to be a blessing, he needed to separate himself from the spiritually dead. He had to come out from them. This is true for us today too. If we are to be a blessing we need to separate ourselves from the spiritually dead.
· Before we responded to God’s will in our lives, we were caught up in the pursuits of the world (Ephesians 2.1-3). When we accept Christ, there is a transformation of our minds (Romans 12:1) so that we are no longer interested in the things we used to be interested in (I Peter 2:9). So we separate ourselves from the people we used to run with earlier, and Psalm 1 becomes a reality in our lives. We no longer sit with sinners and stand with the unrighteous. Only then we can be a blessing to others.
· But if there is no change in our interests, not only can we not be a blessing, but also our very commitment to Christ is suspect.
· Some find the idea of separation difficult. Did not Jesus mix with sinners? Did not Jesus come for sinners? Why then do we separate ourselves from sinners?
· “Separation” can be better understood if I said ‘be separated from the pursuits and interests of sinners’. The separation is not geographic but in interests.  I am not to join the alcoholic at the bar, or the gambler at the races. Rather, my life is to be such that the alcoholic and gambler will come to me for spiritual solace. When he comes, I am to receive him as a brother like Jesus did. 
· Unfortunately for us, Christians tend to cringe away from alcoholics and gamblers who come to church, but have no difficulty in associating with them in their sinful activities!  This is what needs to be reversed.  Our commitment to God must take such a priority in our interests that we should not even identify with our parents in their goals and ambitions in life when they are not committed to Christ!  And if we are not Christians, we may find God calling on our children to separate themselves from us in their interests and activities!
· Does that mean that we are not to identify with the working of this world and with the needs of our secular work? No, it would be a mistake to be unable to see the purposes of God in the working of the world around us. It says in Colossians 1:16 that all things were created by Christ and for Christ. So the working of the world around us is very much a part of God’s work. We need to distinguish between activity and the motivations for the activity.
· Thus, Abraham was a cattle owner in Haran, and he was one in Canaan. The activity did not change, the motivation for the same changes. I worked in the government, but as my motivations were different from that of the others, I did not join them in the daily grumbling about the work conditions, their speculations on the coming promotions and transfers, but rather focused on fulfilling the purposes of God for the organization.
· Abraham moved into the Promised Land along with Lot, but conditions were not what he hoped for. There was a famine in the land and there was no food (Genesis 12:10). Seeing the difficult conditions he leaves the Promised Land and goes down to Egypt. There he prospers and becomes wealthy (Genesis 12:16). But this wealth creates a problem between Abraham and Lot (Genesis 13:7).  Because of his wealth, Abraham ceases to be a blessing to Lot. 
· Even today people who commit their lives to Christ often find that they are in the midst of a famine. The things that we are used to having, we no longer have. What is routinely available for others, we have to do without, because of the corruption in the world around us.

· We want to buy a house. Prices are quoted for buying in black money. Most people would not sell us a house for payment with only white money. As in the Promised Land we do not pay black money, so we have to be without a house. 
· Such examples can he multiplied for society in India. So what do we do?  Do we manage without in the land of promise, or do we like Abraham leave the land of promise for the land of compromise?  Do we decide to live in the world as the world does, so that we can survive in reasonable comfort? If we do, instead of being a source of blessing, we would become a source of problem for people. Not only did Abraham become a trouble for Lot, he also became a problem for all mankind. 
· In Egypt the Pharaoh gives a lot of wealth to Abraham and he returns as a wealthy man. This wealth becomes a problem between Abraham and Lot and Abraham ceases to be a blessing to Lot.
· In Genesis 16:1 we read that Hagar was an Egyptian.  She was probably obtained during Abraham’s sojourn in Egypt. Abraham’s relationship with Hagar produced Ishmael, the ancestor of the Arabic races. This has created the Middle East problem that we see even today.
· The act of not staying where God had called him becomes a problem for the rest of mankind.
· Are we where God wants us to be? In II Samuel 11:1 it says that it was the time when kings go to war, but David was in Jerusalem away from the battle leading to the sin of Bathsheba and the subsequent catastrophe in his house.
· In I Kings 13:30, the prophet who was not to eat in the kingdom of Israel was found in his fellow-prophet’s house eating which led to his death.
· To ensure that we are where God wants us to be, we need to stay with the calling God has given and not veer from it. There will be many good reasons – rational, spiritual and emotional to veer from the calling. I like what was taught to me by Mr. Prakash Yesudian and Mr. Victor Radhakrishna. 
· The former once taught that we should not question our earlier call. The problem with Abraham had been to question the first call to Canaan and move on to Egypt. This will always be a temptation to us when things go wrong. Did I misunderstand God somewhere?
· Once I have given out myself in God’s hands nothing happens to me that is not permitted by God. So I need to accept the situations that God brings and seek God’s guidance in dealing with them and not run away from the situation.
· The latter taught me that since we are in God’s hand, take the ordering of events to be from God and just go with the tide rather than trying to choose between options unless God specifically tells us otherwise. He was speaking in the context of choosing ministries. So if you have been invited to speak to a small group of people and then receive an invitation to speak to a large group elsewhere, you stay with the first invitation. Here Abraham did not stay with the first venue of Canaan but moved on to Egypt!
· His wife being his half-sister, he does not reveal their marriage to the Egyptians, fearing his life would be in danger. If his life was in danger, he should probably have gone back to the Promised Land, but rather compromises and remains here. In spite of his failure, God protects him from Pharaoh, though Sarah is taken for a time by Pharaoh. Abraham accrued some wealth in this shoddy deal. Genesis 13:2 says he was rich when he came out of Egypt. This wealth becomes a snare and makes Abraham a problem to Lot.
· When Lot approaches Abraham over the problems his servants are having with Abraham’s servants (Genesis 13:7), Abraham does not claim the rights to which he is entitled. Abraham could have said that as the head of the family and the leader, he had the right and if Lot was unhappy, he could leave. And if Abraham had said so, he would not have been doing anything wrong. But instead Abraham tells Lot, “Take what you want and I will take what is left over.” (Genesis 13:9)
· Abraham could have told Lot, “I am the one who was called by God. I am the one whom God speaks to. The land has been promised to me. So if you have a problem you can get out.” But Abraham does not do that. He says, “Take what you want and I will take the left over.”
· What is our attitude in such situations? I remember a friend of mine told me once to pray for his daughter, as there was a dispute over property with her sister-in-law. Though the property belonged to her husband, the sister-in-law had filed a claim for it, and so he wanted me to pray for the problem. I told him that I do not see any problem. His daughter and son-in-law had to only hand the property over to her sister-in-law and the problem would disappear!! After all it was not some dacoit who is taking their property but their own sister. Let her have it.
· He was not convinced about my stand, but that is what the Bible teaches. As long as we have material desires, we cease to be blessing and become a problem to people. All disputes between people are either over material things or over position and power. If we separate ourselves from this, we can then be a blessing to the people.
· In spite of Lot’s greed and lack of generosity, Abraham still protects him when he is in trouble. Genesis 14:14ff - Firstly when the land was raided by an army and the people captured, Abraham rescues Lot and the others. Secondly when God decides to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, Abraham intercedes for them and Lot is rescued - Genesis 18.
· After the first encounter, Abraham has a memorable encounter with Melchizedek, king of Salem (Jerusalem), to whom he gives a tithe and from whom he receives a blessing. Abraham recognizes in Melchizedek a true servant of God and deals with him accordingly. But when the king of Sodom offers Abraham wealth, he does not take it because he does not want favors from the world.
· Abraham’s call had been to build a nation for God. Discouraged at not having a child, he expects his slave Eliezer to inherit his estate (Genesis 15:2-4). Abraham is about 85 years old at this time. God however promises him descendants as the stars and he believes it. At the same time God also tells him about the coming Egyptian slavery and deliverance. 
· Abraham and Sarah try to fulfill God’s promise by taking Hagar as a concubine. He takes Hagar as a concubine and has Ishmael as his son. This leads to jealousy and strife at home. He raised Ishmael for thirteen years (compare Genesis 16:16 and Genesis 17:1) as his ministry for God. Then God tells him that what he did was not acceptable, and God was going to begin the work again by giving Sarah a child (Genesis 17:16)! But Abraham says “No! Ishmael is my ministry (Genesis 17:18). Let Ishmael prosper.” He was having difficulty in accepting his mistake. God institutes the covenant of circumcision with Abraham at this time. An inheritance for Ishmael is also promised.

· God appears to Abraham again and discusses Sodom with him. We see God’s grace and Abraham’s boldness in his intercession and also Sodom’s sin in that they fail to produce even 10 righteous people.
· Genesis 20 - Abraham moved to the region of king Abimelech who takes Sarah as his concubine. But before he could defile her, God intervenes. So Abimelech makes a treaty with Abraham. This failure of Abraham to protect Sarah is a repeated sin of Abraham. He treated Sarah as less worthy than his own life. Let’s call spade a spade.
· The treaty with Abimelech has to be recast when trouble breaks out between them over water Genesis 21:22ff.
· Genesis 21 - Sarah conceives and faith has to be exercised as to whether the child is Abimelech’s or Abraham’s!
· When Isaac is born, Abraham is asked to get rid of Ishmael (Genesis 21:12). ‘What you have wrought is not my work. Get rid of it’. Get rid of fourteen years of ministry. Can we get rid of it? Can we accept that we have done wrong and built a work that is not God’s work, or is my work my identity, so that I cannot get rid of it? My identity has to be God and not my work. Abraham was able to rid himself of Ishmael (with considerable heart break), but many of us are unable to do so.
· If we are not able to admit our mistakes, we can never be leaders, or be a blessing to others. And when we recognize our mistakes, we need to be willing to go back and set things right and not just continue in the error.
· Isaac’s birth may have been further delayed to let Ishmael become old enough to leave home and look after his mother.
When Isaac was 14, God again asks Abraham to destroy his ministry (Genesis 22:2) by offering Isaac to God. He wants to test Abraham and see if he has learnt his lesson or not. Whom do we love more? Do we love God or do we love our ministry? But if my ministry is my identity, then I cannot leave the ministry when God calls me and I become a hindrance to the ministry. So many founders of ministries do not retire and either have to be evicted or permitted to destroy the ministry, as they are out-dated and no longer relevant.
Genesis 22:28 becomes a prophecy of Christ and shows Abraham’s faith.
It is because of this obsession with the ministry as ‘my’ ministry, it often destroys families. It is always God’s ministry, and I am only a steward. We can see this in how we choose a successor. Those who see it as their ministries, will appoint their children or relatives to take over the ministry. They who see it as God’s, will appoint persons whom God has called or chosen like Moses did when he selected Joshua.
· Are we willing to hand over whatever you are doing to God like Abraham did? Then we will be effective leaders and a blessing to others.
· Thirty seven years later Sarah dies and Abraham buys a plot of land to bury her. This becomes his possession in Palestine. Isaac is thirty seven and unmarried. Abraham decides to marry him within the family and not to the local Canaanites against whom God had spoken. So he sends Eliezer and gets Rebekah from Haran as Isaac’s bride. 
· Genesis 25  -. Abraham is now 137 years old and marries again taking Keturah as his wife and has six more children but they are excluded from the promise. He dies thirty eight years later and is buried with Sarah.
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Kedar, the second son of Ishmael are the Bedouins, and are said to be sheep breeders in Isaiah 60:7, traders in Ezekiel 27:21, and skilful archers in Isaiah 21:16f.

Dumah the sixth son of Ishmael is a known town in Arabia. Massa the seventh son is heard of in [Ancient Near East Texts] and is north-east of Dumah. Tema is referred to in Job 6:19, Jeremiah 25:23 and Isaiah 21:14
Before his death, Abraham sends away Keturah’s children (verse 6). Abraham understands Isaac to be God’s chosen, and so wants no other claimants to the inheritance. So he sends them to Arabia, causing the Middle East problem of today! In Judges 6:3, we see them troubling Israel from the East. Abraham dies around 2126 years after the fall.


The Ishmaelites had settled in Arabia. Midianites are from Keturah but called Ishmaelites in Genesis 37. Probably Keturah’s children were close to Ishmael.

Keturah’s children are not present for the burial of Abraham (verse 9). Only Isaac and Ishmael are there. Abraham is buried with Sarah. Isaac moves away from Hebron and settles in Beer Lahai Roi is where God had appeared to Hagar (verse 11). 
Genesis 25:12-18
Verses 12-18 Family of Ishmael

Verse 16 Ishmael establishes a nation in Arabia and his 12 children become princes in the kingdom. In comparison Isaac’s children become slaves in Egypt.
Verse 17 Ishmael dies at the age of 137 years or 48 years after Abraham or 2174 years after the fall.

After Abraham’s death…
· God later identifies himself to Jacob and others as the God of Abraham, the one who promised and dealt with Abraham, and this becomes a name for God.
· God’s dealing with Israel is always based on the covenants made with Abraham. The Israelites are known as the seed of Abraham because of God’s promises to Abraham. Isaiah 29:22 talks of God redeeming Abraham. Psalm 105:42 calls Abraham God’s servant. Isaiah 41:8 talks of Abraham as His friend.

· Paul calls Abraham’s attempt at an heir by Hagar, an outcome of a human attempt to fulfill God’s promise, and not an act of faith. 
· Jesus  describes Abraham being with God in paradise. Paul, in Romans 4 shows that Abraham got salvation by faith before circumcision was established as a seal to the established covenants. In Galatians 3 Paul makes the dealings of God with believers on the basis of God’s covenant with Abraham.
Notes for Slide no:70
An outstanding feature in Issac’s life was his patience (he did not runaway from Mount Moriah, did he when his father Abraham was about to kill him?) in 3 key areas’ of his life.
Notes for Slide no:71-75
CHAPTER 24
Verses 1-60 Selection of a bride for Isaac

This chapter shows how God helps us in every area of our lives. Abraham was 140 years old and had another 35 years to live. Isaac was nearing 40 and yet unmarried and so Abraham is anxious. 
The reason for Abraham rejecting a Canaanite daughter-in-law is not given. It is probably seeing their decadent life-style that he rejected the idea. Under no circumstance were his descendants to leave the Promised Land (verse 6f) even for the sake of marriage. These verses reflect the confidence of Abraham in God. If God does not provide, Abraham’s servant is free from his commitment to Abraham to find a wife for Isaac(verse 8). Abraham’s faith in God’s providence is now almost perfect.

Verse 2 says that the oldest servant, probably Eliezer, ruled over everything which Abraham had. This is repeated in verse 10. Isaac was 40 years old and obviously was not allowed to work.
Nahor had not accompanied Terah to Syria (Genesis 11:31) and was therefore still in Mesopotamia. However his children later move to Syria (Chapter 29). This city could be Ur.

The slave realizes the special relationship between Yahweh and Abraham and calls on God’s loyalty to this relationship. The word “kindness” is a translation of the Hebrew word “chesed”. The test in verse 14 shows qualities that are desirable in the chosen woman. He chooses the site as a place where hard working women would be (verse 12f).

We see God’s immediate response, so that there could be no doubt in his mind. Rebekah was Nahor’s grand-daughter; Bethuel was Nahor’s son and Abraham’s nephew. Milcah was Nahor’s niece and wife. As per Genesis 11:29 Milcah is the daughter of Haran.
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Verses 16 to 19 show Rebekah to have all the desired characteristics. While he had hoped for a girl who would give his camels ‘a drink’, she says she will provide till they have ‘finished drinking’. Seeing her behavior, the slave makes his choice. Rebekah must have been stunned at such huge rewards.
The request for accommodation in verse 23 may appear rude by today’s norms but is the normal hospitality which could be expected in the east. Her response confirms God’s guidance to him and God’s loyalty (In verse 27, mercy translates chesed)

Rebekah and her parents were not staying in Bethuel i.e. Nahor’s home, but Bethuel’s wife’s home (verse 28). This would have been unusual. Laban, her brother goes out to do the curtsies of inviting the guest for boarding and lodging. Verse 30 says that seeing the gold and hearing the story he goes. It may be that the gold was one of the motivations for the hospitality!‘And he’ of verse 32 refers to Laban. He provides for their comforts with his own hands.

Compare the single mindedness of the slave in verse 34 with that of Jesus in John 4:34. He refuses to be diverted from his task by the cares of this world.
Abraham’s servant is able to see how God has been dealing with Abraham (verse 35). He wants to stress that the choice is both God’s and man’s (verse 40). To prove this, he gives the lengthy narration from verse 42 to 48. He calls for loyalty to Abraham, his uncle, from Bethuel. 
Rebekah’s family agrees to the proposal since it is from God (verse 50f). The joy of the Eliezer is channeled into worshipping God and acknowledging His help (verse 52).

Once we have opted for God, nothing can hold us back. Rebekah shows no hesitation in accepting the proposal and going with Abraham’s slave (verse 58). Bethuel’s blessing on Rebekah in verse 60 is prophetic.
Verses 61-67 Isaac weds Rebekah

We see beautiful prophetic picture of an ethereal marriage of future in the marriage of Issac and Rebecca. Father Abraham , initiated the action towards Issac’s marriage while Eliezer prepared the bride for his master’s son. Our Heavenly Father too initiated an action for the formation of the Church -the bride of His Son Christ-by preparing His redemption plan for it. Holy Spirit like Eliezer is beautifying us for the Divine wedding (Rev 19:6-9)! Hallelujah!
Notes for Slide no:76
Isaac had to wait for 20 years before he got children. Abraham also would have been getting worried, since he was 160 and there was no heir (verse 21). Finally in answers to their prayers (and in fulfillment of God’s promise) Rebekah becomes pregnant but has difficulty with the pregnancy. So she goes to enquire from God as to why the pregnancy is difficult. The phrase ‘She went to enquire of the Lord’ shows that even in those days the prophets of Yahweh existed. 
The prophet says that she would have twins and they would be separated right from birth. The term ‘separated’ in verse 23 probably means incompatible. This prophecy is quoted by Paul in Romans 9:10 to 12 to show God’s election even before birth.
“And not only this, but when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even our father Isaac (for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls) it was said to her, ‘The older shall serve the younger’.”

Notes for Slide no:77
In “well disputes” too, Issac displays amazing patience biding his time to find the right well at the right place. It would serve us well to toe Issac’s line, when it comes to dealing with some of our aggressive neighbors.

Notes for Slide no:78,79 and 80
Jacob’s life can be split into two. One before his Jabbok river experience (of wrestling with Divine) and the one post this experience. Till the ethereal wrestling bout, one would observe Jacob “DEPENDING ON HIS OWN RESOURCES/INTELLECT” to plough through his problems. But after the Jabbok river experience, the “GOD DEPENDANCE” trait becomes a bit too obvious to miss!
In view of the above, it is said that Jacob learned to walk spiritually right only when he started limping physically!
Notes for Slide no:81 and 82
CHAPTER 27

Verses 1-40 Jacob steals Esau’s blessing

Was the deception necessary? It was already prophesied by the Lord in 25:23 that Jacob would be the ruler. Hence this deception was unnecessary and landed Jacob in needless sorrows. On the other hand Isaac’s attempt to bless Esau in the face of Genesis 25:23 was rebellion against the wishes of God and creates problems for him. Esau did not want the responsibilities of the birthright, but wanted the blessing which was incorrect which leads to his disappointment.

Isaac is aware of God’s prophecy and knew his attempt to bless Esau was an attempt to undo it. Hence when he hears of the trick played on him he is not angry but like Balaam says ‘indeed he shall be blessed’. Isaac’s indirect attempt at cursing Jacob by blessing Esau fails.

Esau, who did not care for the birthright, is anguished over the loss of the blessing (verse 34). Esau makes an unjust accusation in verse 36 ‘took away my birthright’. Esau realizes that he cannot have the cake (surrender the birthright) and eat it too (get the blessing) and blames it on Jacob. Hebrews 12:17 says that these were not tears of repentance, but of desire. 
Isaac prophecies war and war it is to be. In I Samuel 14:47/II Samuel 8:11-14/II Kings 8:20-22 we see its fulfillment. Hebrews 11:20 says this act shows Isaac’s faith in God.
Verses 41-46 Rebekah plans Jacob’s flight

Verse 41 Even Esau expected Isaac to die soon. Esau probably wanted the blessing because it was material and despised the birthright since it was spiritual. However, when he loses the blessing he becomes jealous of both.

 Verse 42 Rebekah knows the heart of Esau. He is not one to nurse a grudge into a feud. His anger is for a moment.

Verse 45 If Esau kills Jacob, Esau could not remain alive in the same place. He would have to flee. Unfortunately for Jacob, Rebekah did not live to send for him.

In verse 46 we see how humans use any excuse to justify their actions!

The year is a little past 2191 after the fall. Joseph is 30 when he is brought before the Pharaoh. Adding the 7 years of plenty and the 3 years famine, makes him 40. When Jacob comes before Pharaoh he is 130 (Genesis 41:46 & 47:9). Hence Jacob is 90 when Joseph is born. So Jacob would have been a maximum of 74 years when he meets Rachael.
Slide no:83
En-route to his Uncle Laban’s place, Jacob at Bethel gets an ethereal dream. The result of it? Jacob makes a self-oriented promise to God (Genesis 28:20-22)! So typical of Jacob…
Slide no:84  

Chapter 29-Meeting Laban and marriages
Verse 11 Rachel would probably have been in her early teens, so that Jacob’s actions of embracing her and kissing her would have been normal and not seen as offensive. Jacob stays with Laban for a month before he offers Jacob a job.

Verses 15-35 Jacob’s marriages 
Verse 18 - Jacob asks for the hand of Rachel after seven years probably because that much time was required for Rachel to become marriageable.

Verse 25 - After the seven years are over, Jacob finds that he has been deceived by Laban just like he had deceived his father when he stole the blessings by pretending to be Esau. Laban may have done this deception because of local custom which demanded that the elder daughter be married first. They may have expected Leah to get married within the seven years but that did not happen.
Verse 28 - Jacob marries both sisters at the same time, but he has to work for another seven years, making it a fourteen years stint without pay. His preference for Rachel creates its own complications, and brings sorrow to God’s chosen, Leah.

Levi and Judah, the two important tribes in the story of salvation are born to Leah. It would appear that marriage to Rachel was not a part of the salvation plan. God’s favor to Leah shows that she was the one chosen by God for Jacob.
Notes for Slide no:85 and 86
CHAPTER 30
Verses 1-24 Jacob begets children and wealth.

Rachel, who should rightly have refused Jacob, has Jacob’s preference over Leah, still feels jealous of Leah. However blessed we may be, we still feel jealous and cannot tolerate others having minor blessings. Her jealousies create strife and confusion in the family. Jacob realizes that Rachael’s barrenness is an act of God. Instead of seeking a spiritual solution for it, they opt to go for a concubine. They should have learned from Abraham’s experience and not make the same mistake of taking a concubine.
This incident of taking Bilhah as his concubine in verse 4 occurs probably in the 3rd or 4th year of marriage. Out of this come the two Bilhah tribes of Dan and Naphtali who later dwelt in the North.

Verse 9-13 Leah plans to fight fire with fire and gives her maid Zilpah as a concubine also. This only harms herself, as her portion in Jacob reduces with this multiplicity of wives. This would have been in the fifth year, after her four sons. Out of this liaison the two Zilpah tribes Gad and Asher are born. They are well separated in the allotment of land in Palestine.

Verses 14-24 Rachel asks for the mandrakes as they are said to increase one’s fertility. Reuben was probably about six years of age when he finds the mandrakes which are given to Rachel. Rachel appears to have lost interest in Jacob as a person in her rivalry with Leah for children. She therefore gives up her time with him for the mandrakes! On the whole Rachel appears to have been an unpleasant person.

Out of this despising of Jacob by Rachel, Leah gets two more children, Issachar and Zebulun and the only daughter, Dinah.

At least nine years have passed before Rachel bears Joseph in verse 22. All this sibling rivalry in Chapter 30 presents a not-so-healthy picture of sisterly love.

Once and for all the good Lord puts a full stop to all possibilities of sibling rivalry over husband/progeny by a law as seen in Leviticus 18:18! 
Notes for Slide no:87
Verses 25-43  Jacob’s dealings with Laban

From Jacob’s comment in verse 30, “And now, when shall I also provide for my own house ?” it would appear that even after 14 years were over Jacob was not offered any wages by Laban. He may have worked a year or two extra without wages. He is now ninety and plans to return home since Laban has not offered any wages but taken his service free. 

Laban is aware of Jacob’s reason for wanting to leave yet he pushes it to a crisis before offering to pay anything (verse 29). It shows his mercenary nature.

Under Jacob’s management there had been a multiplication of wealth for Laban. Now Jacob wants to set up his own enterprise. Instead of taking a fixed wage, he sets a gamble giving an opportunity for God to bless him. He wants flock as capital rather than money. He makes the suggestion that sheep born with a special marking be earmarked for him. The different markings prevent the flock from getting mixed up.

Laban’s spotted and speckled goats and sheep are kept three days distance away so that they don’t get mixed with Jacob’s. Jacob probably feels that these should have been his for the few years of extra service he had rendered. Laban probably felt that in the absence of spotted and speckled stock, such sheep and goats would not be born in his flock. Jacob tries to neutralize this in his own way, but the blessing is of the Lord and not his because of his machinations, his flocks increase.

Notes for Slide no:88
CHAPTER 31
Verses 1-21 Jacob leaves Laban
Laban’s sons do not have Jacob’s diligence but have his desire for wealth and are jealous of his success. Compare Cain’s jealousy of Abel where Cain does not want to be righteous, but wants to have Abel’s acceptance by God. This jealousy of his sons makes Laban to deal unfavorably with Jacob (verse 2). It may be because his own children are shown in a bad light.

If God had not commanded him, Jacob may not have left his prosperity in spite of the ill-will borne by Laban’s family because of his fear of Esau. But when God commands, he goes.

The arguments by Jacob in verses 5-10 are to convince Rachel and Leah to leave Laban, though the final motive is what he says in verses 11-13. In fact the Lord’s command comes as an answer to Jacob’s dilemma of verse 2 – whether to face Laban’s wrath or Esau’s. The command is also a fulfillment of God’s promise twenty years earlier in Genesis 28:15 and verse 13 links it with that promise.

Jacob has done his job as a shepherd for Laban well, though he may have attempted to increase his earnings. Laban however feels his wages are too much and a continuous bargaining goes on - all out of covetousness by both (verses 6ff.). Jacob also realizes that in spite of all his antics, the blessings are from the Lord’s (verse 7).

Rachel and Leah have noted Laban’s  greed with bitterness. Daughters appear to have been looked on as something to be sold with no commitment after they were married (verse 14f).
Jacob chooses to run away on a day when Laban is not there (verse 19). Rachel is an idolater and observes that Jacob does not worship her gods and so she steals the gods of Laban (verse 19). Leah probably followed Jacob in loyalty to Yahweh and had no such need. Another example of the contrast between the heavenly and the earthly is seen in the contrast between Rachel and Leah. Rachel in an earthly sense appears more beautiful but is inferior to Leah. Rachel in spite of being married to Jacob for 3 years still worshipped her father’s idol. The fact that she hid the theft from Jacob shows that he was not involved in it and she knew he would disapprove of it.
Notes for Slide no:89
Verses 22-55 Laban’s pursuit of Jacob

Jacob, burdened with his flocks, cattle and wealth is not difficult to catch up with, and in seven days (verse 23) Laban overtakes him (verse 25). Jacob has been traveling for 9 days. God however preserves Jacob from Laban by speaking to the latter and warning him (verse 24). 
Laban recognizes Yahweh as Jacob’s God, and not his (verse 29). Laban gives a charitable interpretation to Jacob’s flight attributing it to Jacob missing his parents in Palestine (verse 30).

Jacob feels insulted at the search. In verses 38 to 42 Jacob relates the bad treatment Jacob had received from Laban. He therefore questions Laban’s concern expressed in verse 28. Jacob feels that Laban would have sent him away empty handed, had it not been for God’s intervention.

Laban claims that the family is one and you could not separate the finances as mine and yours. As the head of the family, he had the authority but he is not willing to push this (verse 43).

The curse of that age was obviously polygamy and Laban was afraid that his daughters would become secondary wives or neglected. Laban may not have approved of Bilhah and Zilpah either and saw them as a start of Jacob’s moral degradation (verse 50).

Jacob and Laban establish a covenant of truce rather than peace. The covenant does not show reconciliation between them.

Jacob is 90 - 95 years old at this time and it is 2200 - 2205 years after the fall.

Notes for Slide no:90 and 91
CHAPTER 32

Verses 1-8 Jacob prepares to meet Esau
As Jacob journeys, he could see God’s presence with him in the form of angels. So he names the place Mahanaim, which means a double camp - God’s and ours. Compare it with the similar experience of Elisha in II Kings 6:16f. where when threatened by the Syrian army, he reveals to his servants horses and chariots of fire sent by God to protect him. Mahanaim is a reality for God’s people, which they do not always realize.
Jacob sends messengers to Esau to inform him ahead of his arrival. On hearing the news of Jacob’s approach, Esau sets out to meet him, but he does not make his intentions clear. He brings 400 men with him. Probably neither of them are sure of the others intentions. In his fear, Jacob plans for all contingencies and tries to ensure that he does not lose all (verse 7f). A case of Jacob still depending on his scheming abilities to solve a problem!
Notes for Slide no:92
Genesis 32:  9-32
The defining moment had to come. Jacob had to be drained of all the physical, in order he clings to what is Eternal, at the end of an ethereal wrestling bout. In asking for a blessing, Jacob shows his magnanimity in defeat. First positive signs of spirituality in a man given to leaning on his own resources! Yes, Jacob is found limping, but praise God, he has learnt to walk spiritually aright!
Notes for Slide no:93
CHAPTER 33

Verse:3-17 Jacob’s reconciliation with Esau
After his wrestling with the angel, Jacob rejoins his family, with renewed boldness. What more he goes ahead of all his family in greeting Esau!
Just as God runs to the tentative sinner fearfully drawing towards Him, so does Esau to Jacob. In this, Jacob sees God’s mercy and hand (verse 10). The verse shows Esau in a favorable light.
Esau does not need the gifts, and this also explains to some extent his lack of anger. In the past he was angry for Jacob taking his blessing and birthright. After 20 years, he had not found Jacob to have benefited anything by it. Esau had prospered and was content but he did not see or believe in the chosen race.

Jacob insists that Esau receive the gift because if Esau receives the gift it would confirm the reconciliation.

Esau expects Jacob to settle with him or with Isaac and offers to keep company. Jacob probably hesitates, as he sees the need for separation. So though Jacob promises to go to Seir, he does not (verse 17). 
Notes for Slide no:94 
Chapter  33:17-20
Succoth is in the Trans Jordan, where Jacob rests for a time. He then crosses the Jordan and arrives at Shechem (verse 18).

Jacob purchases a plot of land in Shechem and this is the first bit of land owned by Israel, other than the burial ground at Machphelah. This land later formed a part of the inheritance of the Joseph tribes- Genesis 48:22, John 4:5.
The question is why did Jacob settle here and not go down to Bethel, as per his original promise to God (Genesis 28:20-22) and then onto his father Issac? The events of the next chapter show the folly of seeking pagan companions, when godly ones are available. The erection of an altar does not protect one from the consequences of disobedience.

Notes for Slide no:95 and 96
All the sad, avoidable events of Chapter 34, would never have come to pass, had Jacob been keen to fulfill his original promise to God. His pitching of tent at Shechem, after meeting his brother Esau, rather than at Bethel brought disgrace to his family, consequent mindless bloodshed et al. 

Why the delay to go to go Bethel? Viewed retrospectively Jacob’s instruction to his family members at the beginning of Chapter 35 bares it all! So Jacob told everyone in his household, “Get rid of all your pagan idols, purify yourselves, and put on clean clothing. We are now going to Bethel, where I will build an altar to the God” –Genesis 35:2. Going to Bethel would have entailed getting rid of Rachael’s idols and a direct clash with his favorite, beautiful wife- the pains of which Jacob wanted to avoid! Oh the depths of servility to a beautiful wife!!! What ever be the perceived value of wife/children, a Christian father, who is the head of the house, has to call to account the failings of his dear ones’ and remedy the situation, lest the Divine Judge takes the entire family to task.
Is it any surprise then that Rachael dies soon (Genesis 35:16-20) and the ageing Jacob (though not spiritually perfect, but better than the Jacob of Pre-Jabbok river experience) is called upon to draw on all of the strength in his relationship with the Almighty to bear this loss with equanimity without in any way straining the more precious, eternal relationship with the Creator!

Notes for Slide no:98 and 99
CHAPTER 36
The city states of Edom
Some Esau facts: 
Genesis 25:25 - Twin brother of Jacob elder by a few minutes. He was born when Isaac was sixty, twenty years after his marriage. He is a skillful hunter and farmer and a favorite of his father. One day Jacob asks him for his birthright in exchange for some food, which he gives, showing his disregard and contempt for the same.
Genesis 26:34 - At the age of forty, he married two Hitttite brides, Judith and Basemath who did not get on well with Isaac and Rebekah.
Genesis 27:1 - Isaac wanted to give a special blessing to Esau and asks him to bring some venison cooked. Jacob pretends to be Esau and steals the blessing. This annoys Esau who plans to kill Jacob. Meanwhile Isaac blesses him with a prophecy – he would live in deserts and by the sword and would serve Jacob for a period before breaking free. Hebrews 11:20 call this an act of faith.
Genesis 28:5ff. – Isaac, on Rebekah’s advice, sends Jacob away ostensibly to find a wife from their relatives at Haran. Esau, seeing this, realizes that his parents do not approve of the Hittite wives and so weds Mahalath an Ishmaelite.
Genesis 32:3ff.-  When Jacob returns from his twenty year exile, Esau comes to meet him with 400 men (Genesis 33:1ff.) and receives all the gifts that Jacob sends. He offers to accompany Jacob or to at least provide some persons to help Jacob, but Jacob turns down the offer.
Genesis 35:29 - Esau was present at the burial of Isaac.
Genesis 36:1ff- In I Chronicles 1:34, the names of the wives are changed to Adah and Aholibamah instead of Judith and Basemath!! Ishmael’s daughter is called Basemath and not Mahalath. This passage appears more accurate than Genesis 26. He had one son each from the Adah and Basemath, Eliphaz and Reuel. He had Jeush, Jalaam and Korah by Aholibamah the Hivite.
Genesis 36:6ff. - Esau migrates and settles near Mt. Seir forming the kingdom of Edom. This was because the land of Palestine could not sustain both him and Jacob. His children and descendants became the early rulers and show a joint leadership. In Joshua 24:4 it says that God gave Mt. Seir to Esau.
Malachi 1:2f. - Malachi says that God chose Jacob and not Esau. Romans 9:13 - Paul points out that this choice was made even before they were born. Hebrews 12:16 - The author of Hebrews call Esau an immoral and godless person. He also says that Esau, though he wept, did not repent and so did not receive God’s blessing. 
Verses 1-43 The Edomites

During Jacob’s absence, Esau had left Isaac and settles at Seir probably because of the trouble at home (32:3). The statement in verse 6 “the presence of his brother Jacob” refers to Jacob’s ownership of the birthright as Jacob himself was in Syria. The ‘then’ of verse 6 is indeterminate in time; at some stage he has accepted that the birthright is Jacob’s and left, so that Jacob should have no obstacle to return. Yet we find that Jacob did not return.

The Horites were living in Seir before Esau’s migration. They intermarry thus forming the Edomite kingdom.
26:34 gives Esau’s wives as Judith, daughter of Beeri Hittite

                                             Basemath daughter of. Elon Hittite

28:9 says he also married    Mahalath daughter of Ishmael and sister of Nebaioth. 
Here in 36:2-3 Mahalath is named as Basemath, Basemath as Adah and the third as Aholibamah, daughter of Anah, son of Zibeon, a Hivite. The verses say Anah ‘daughter of’,Zibeon but in verse 24 it says that he was Zibeon’s son and so it is an error here. Anah was a Chief at Seir (Verse 25 and 29). Regarding the dughters of Elon and Ishmael, there most probably is a scribal error involved or both could be having the same name Basemath plus an additional name. Aholibamah was a fourth wife married after coming to Seir. Judith died not having any sons and so is not mentioned. Aholibamah’s children are equated with Esau’s grandchildren (Verse 14) as her children were probably much younger to the others. Aholibamah must have been much younger than Esau and his other wives and her aunt Timna married Esau’s son Eliphaz!!
From verse 36:6, it sounds as if Esau moved again after the arrival of Jacob, but it probably means that in anticipation of Jacob’s return, or to give a clear room to Jacob. It is possible that this was one of the factors that influenced Jacob to return.
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Aholibamah is mentioned because she is the wife of Esau. Similarly Timna is Eliphaz’s wife. There appears to have been women chiefs in the case of Timna and Aholibamah.

Duke Korah in verse 16, appears to be an error. It has probably shifted here from verse 18.

For some reason Anah becomes a chief at par with his elders (verse 29). This may be due to Aholibamah’s marriage to Esau.

The list of kings and chiefs do not seem to be relevant. However it shows Esau’s instant prosperity. He is elevated to kingship immediately, while Jacob and his descendants are landless nomads without a possession. Yet it is finally Jacob’s kingdom which is eternal and not Esau’s. Israel still exists but not Edom.

The origin of the Horites is not given in the Bible.

Notes for Slides no: 100
CHAPTER 37

Verses 1-11 The dreams of Joseph 
In Verse 1 - 11 we see three reasons for enmity between Joseph and the brethren.

In contrast to Esau, Jacob was a nomad without land possessions.

Jacob divides his children into two groups separating the children of Leah from the rest. So Joseph forms a group with the slave children. This could be due to Leah giving Rachel’s children a step-motherly treatment. The bloodline tells, and the concubine children turn bad. Joseph reports on them to Jacob leading to the first cause for hatred.

Benjamin was younger than Joseph, but yet Joseph was chosen as Jacob’s favorite. This could be due to Benjamin’s birth having caused his mother’s death. It could so show that there was something extraordinary about Joseph. This partial treatment to Joseph also becomes a source of hatred, and for this Jacob is to be faulted (verse 4). Acts 7:9 says that it was envy that motivated the brethren to harm him. If there is one character in the Bible whom God loved not because of his good character but inspite of a poor character, it is Jacob! That’s GRACE with a capital G for you! Without being judgmental, an honest look into the mirror would show some of “Jacob” in us too. But still God loves us! Hallelujah!
Joseph’s dreams of seeing his brothers and even Jacob and Leah paying him homage in verses 5 to 9 was the last straw to their hatred (verse 8). As Rachel, Joseph’s mother is dead, Jacob probably refers to Leah as “your mother” in verse 10.

While his brothers envied him, rather than rejoicing at his good fortune, Jacob, knowing God’s ways was watching to see what God was doing.

Notes for Slide no:101
Chapter 37:12-36 Joseph is sold to Potiphar
They probably go to feed the flock in the land belonging to them at Shechem, which Jacob had purchased in Chapter 33. When Joseph comes looking for them, they were at Dothan. The cause for getting rid of Joseph may be in the fact that the brothers decided to go to Dothan instead of staying at Shechem (verse 17). This may not have been acceptable to Jacob, and Joseph would have reported them. Dothan was further away to the north.

The plotters were probably the concubine sons. Reuben, the eldest of Leah’s sons objects when he hears of it (verse 21). However Reuben does not have the courage to stand up against them and Joseph is put in a pit. Though details are not given, there was much pleading and tears by Joseph, so that the hardness of the brethren in this incident can be seen as per Genesis 42:21.

The casual ability to eat food while plotting a heinous deed shows the hardness of the heart of the brothers of Joseph.

Judah unaware of Reuben’s plans opts for another way of avoiding bloodshed, and at the same time getting rid of the unwanted one. Judah’s ethics is odd - killing should be avoided but selling into slavery is alright. Do we also grade our sins like Judah? We need to recognize that all sin is to be avoided.
It is possible that when Reuben was absent, the brothers decide to kill Joseph. But Joseph pleads with them, and so Judah says ‘okay let us not kill him but sell him as a slave’. Psychologically that would make sense of the sequence of events.

Midianites are a Ketinah tribe and not true Ishmaelites. During this period, when Joseph is sold to the Midianites, Reuben was not there, and he finds his plans to rescue Joseph defeated (verse 29f.).
In verse 32, we see how the brothers disassociate themselves from Joseph by saying ‘your son’ as if he was not their brother.
In verse 35 ‘daughters’ are mentioned though we are aware only of Dinah as Jacob’s daughter. It could mean the daughters-in-law or there could have been other daughters not mentioned.

Twenty shekels was the price paid for Joseph. In Leviticus 27:5, this was the valuation of a person who is between the age of 5 and 20. Joseph is 17 years old at this time. So this could have occurred only 10 to 16 years after leaving Laban i.e. before Isaac died. So Joseph would have been in captivity when Isaac died.

Behind Joseph’s slavery in Egypt, we can see a bigger, sovereign plan of God at work  (Genesis 45:1-7/Romans 8:28).
Notes for Slide no:102, 103 and 104
CHAPTER 39
At this stage of Joseph’s story using the analogy of the phrase “Rags to Riches”, we can say both literally and figuratively that his story was one of “Pit to the Palace”. All the so-called troubles were working in unison for his eventual blessing (Romans 8:28). Had he not been thrown into the Pit (quite a few Ps’ in Joseph’s life!) and had not the Ishmaelite traders passed that way (Divine providence), he would not have been in Potiphar’s house, subsequently if not for his successful resisting of the temptations of the flesh therein and the consequent slandering against him, he would not have landed into the Prison. If not for his prison ordeal, he would not have met the Pharaoh’s Chief cup-bearer and interpreted the dreams for him. If not for this, Chief cup-bearer would not have remembered Joseph, when the Pharoah was in a quandary over some strange dreams that came visiting him. 

Even the Chief cup-bearer forgetting temporarily (Genesis 41:12-15/23) to put in a good word of recommendation to Pharoah towards Joseph’s release worked in Joseph’s favor. Imagine for a moment Joseph being released by the Pharoah on the Chief cup-bearer’s recommendation. What scenes unravel in your mind’s eye? Would he have stayed back in Egypt in the absence of any visible incentive? Would he not have run back to his father Jacob in Canaan depriving himself of the Divine blessings that lay in store for him in Egypt by way of an elevation to the post of the Prime-minister? Yes, the “chain –reaction” of events, as it were, in a wondrous order all by Divine Providence were all for blessings to ultimately come upon Joseph. Now is not your heart moved to Praise God of Joseph…HALLELUJAH! 

Chapters 37,39-41
Verses 1-23 Joseph is sent to prison
The passage ascribes Joseph’s success to the Lord being with him. Even Potiphar could see that God was with Joseph, and gave him supernatural success (verse 3). Do we give others the confidence Joseph gave Potiphar?

Along with God’s blessings, the testing of Satan also comes. When Potiphar’s wife approaches him, Joseph is conscious of his responsibility as a steward towards Potiphar and God and refuses her. As in Job, when Satan fails, he increases the pressure. The kind of unjust accusation made is what we are called to face without anger in I Peter 2:20f. Jesus and the apostles went through it and as followers of Christ we would also face the same.

Is it possible that Potiphar doubted his wife’s testimony and so Joseph is only imprisoned and not killed? It is a possibility.
Even though Joseph was sent to prison, it does not lead him into a shell of depression. Compare with Psalm 105:17f. 

“He sent a man before them –

Joseph – who was sold as a slave.

They hurt his feet with fetters,

He was laid in irons.
Until the time that his word came to pass,

The word of the Lord tested him.”

Prison was not comfortable as it involved fetters and chains. This period is called a time of testing. Praising God, Joseph works hard and gains everyone’s respect. Do we also have the same positive attitude of Joseph to work hard in adverse situations? We can understand why Jacob chose him above Benjamin, because of the great character he had.

Chapter 40

Verses 1-23 Joseph interprets dreams
‘Offended’ in verse 1 means sinned or fell short of the expectations. As usual, the ‘head of departments’ get it in the neck and they are sent to prison.

Since they were important personages, the warden assigns Joseph to serve them! As officers, they probably had privileges in prison. Compare with 39:2, where Joseph was in charge, but uses his position to serve his master.

The Hebrew word for ‘sad’ in verse 7 is a word that also means evil. They appeared to be in a ‘bad state’, totally upset about their situation and desperate to somehow reach one of the Egyptian magicians who could explain their dreams. The frustration puts them all on edge. Joseph realizes that God can help them when normal channels fail. Compare with Daniel 2:22, 28 and 47 where Daniel also gives all glory to God and does not claim anything for himself.

“He reveals deep and secret things;

He knows what is in the darkness,

And light dwells with Him.”

“But there is a God in Heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream, and the visions of your head, upon your bed, were these:”
“The king answered Daniel, and said, ‘Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you could reveal this secret.”

For a moment Joseph’s total dependence on God falters and he reaches out to the butler for help (verse 14f). Till then, he had worked with a positive mind in all his turmoil, trusting God. But the man lets him down (verse 23) and he has to wait for God’s deliverance. Compare with Psalm 105:19 quoted in the previous chapter where it says that this was a test for Joseph.
The phrase ‘lift up your head’ in verse 19 is the same as in verses 13 and 20. In one case it meant honor and in one case hanging. There is a pun intended here.
CHAPTER 41
Verses 1-36 Pharaoh’s dream and Joseph’s interpretation
Joseph has to wait for another two years in prison. He spends 13 years as a slave and as a prisoner as he is 30 when he is presented to the Pharaoh (verse 46).
The word ‘ugly’ in verse 3 and in verses 19 – 21 has the same root as the word evil.
The Pharaoh realized that God was trying to tell him something, which he was unable to interpret. God works out Joseph’s future by not giving the wise men the interpretation to the dream. The famine was not of judgment, but a natural phenomenon.

Joseph does not have any pretensions about himself and he gives all glory to God (verse 16).

Seeking the interpretations of magicians was a common practice of the time. But in Isaiah 8:19, we are exhorted to ask God and not magicians for guidance in such situations.

“And when they say to you, ‘Seek those who are mediums and wizards, who whisper and mutter,’ should not a people seek their God? Should they seek the dead on behalf of the living?”

Verses 33-57 Joseph’s exaltation

This passage shows Joseph’s quick assessment of the situation (of imminent plenty and subsequent famine) and ability to give a solution in verse 33 and 34 (store hay of prosperity to survive the bad times of penury). In times of plenty a 20% tax would not be too heavy. Pharaoh recognizes Joseph as a man filled with the Spirit of God, so he puts Joseph in charge of the operation of preparing for the famine. Psalm 105:20-22: 
“The king sent and released him,

The ruler of the people let him go free.

He made him lord of his house,

And ruler of all his possessions,

To bind his princes at his pleasure,

And teach his elders wisdom.”

says that Joseph had power over the princes and wise men and was lord over the house of Pharaoh.

The Pharaoh takes his signet ring off his hand and gives it to Joseph. Similar honor was given to Haman by Ahasaures in Esther 3:10 and later to Mordecai in Esther 8:2:

“So the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave to Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of th Jews.”

“So the king took off his signet ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai.” 

In both these cases, it meant delegating the authority to give orders on his behalf.

Joseph’s marriage was arranged by Pharaoh and it may have been arranged with the priestly family to strengthen Joseph’s position. Since Psalm 105:22 says that He had the power to make princes into prisoners, we can see Joseph’s grace to Potiphar in not taking revenge on him.
Joseph was thirty. He was no theoretician. He visits and surveys and assesses all the lands to be taxed. He studies the ground realities on behalf of the Pharaoh.
“On” was the city where the temple of the sun-god Ra was situated. Joseph’s wife Asenath was the daughter of the priest of Ra. Though the Hyskos kings who ruled Egypt at this time were Semetic, they were worshipers of Ra.
Slide no:105
Chapter 38
The opening verse of Chapter 38 “At that time, Judah left his brothers and went down to stay with a man of Adullam named Hirah.” sets the tone for all the problems (we see in the rest of the Chapter) that came his way. A wife… who was not in Divine scheme of things… subsequent ungodly children (2 of them)…their pre-mature deaths… and forgettable incest involving his own daughter-in-law.
Despite Judah’s all-too-visible faults, as per the Divine planning even before the foundations of the World were laid (Rev 13:8), Messiah did emerge from the tribe of Judah, which in its ranks (historically) could boast of heroes’ of faith such as Caleb and David.

To Judah’s credit, it must be said that he showed maturity in accepting his sin (Genesis 38:26) and later on when Joseph was testing his brothers as to their real love for their father Jacob and their last brother Benjamin, he came out in flying colors, making a laudable, fervent, passionate intercessory prayer  (Genesis 44:18-34), which moved Joseph to tears and disclosure of his real identity!
Slide nos 106,107,108,109 and 110
Chapter 42-45
With severity of the famine increasing all over the World, thereby severely affecting the huge family of Jacob and his sons’ (Joseph’s brothers’) in nearby Canaan, we see the Joseph’s brothers approaching with deep humility (fulfillment of prophecy of Genesis 37:5-8) the very man they had treated with utter disdain.

Though Joseph’s recognizes them, they do not recognize him, which sets the stage for a wonderful cat and mouse game with its climactic, melodramatic ending in Genesis 45:1-15. In all these, it emerges, that life for Joseph’s brothers had come a full circle. They are no longer the selfish ones’, not caring a hoot for their stepbrother but in due course of time, they had matured into ones’ willing to give-up anything for the welfare of yet another step brother…yes yet another son of Jacob and Rachel. Quite heart-rending are the scenes’, when they weep and plead (with Judah leading them) for Benjamin!
 With their “account of sin of cruelty to their stepbrother, settled now”, as it were, they become qualified for blessings that lay in store for them in Egypt. 
Slide no:111
CHAPTER 46

Verses 1-34 Jacob settles in Egypt
Jacob comes to Egypt around 2240 years after the fall. Joseph is then around 40 - 30 years at the time of coming before Pharaoh (41:46) + 7 years of plenty + two years of famine (verse 45:6).

Beersheba was the southern-most point of the future kingdom and where Abraham and Isaac had made covenants with Abimelech. It was also the place of residence for Isaac for a long time. When Jacob reaches there, God speaks to him in a vision. Going to Egypt appears to be going back on God’s promise, and so a special word has to be given to Jacob to settle there (verse 3). Joseph would “put his hand on your eyes” i.e. would bury you, but God would bring out his descendants. The second ‘you’ in verse 4, refers to his descendants and not to Jacob.
The migration was total. There is no attempt to keep a lien on Palestine.

Reuben         Simeon         Levi          Judah

  |               |             |              |

Hanoch         Jemuel       Gershom            Er

Pallu          Jamin        Kohath            Onan

Hezron         Ohad         Merari            Shelah

Carmi          Jachin            Hezron,Hamul - Perez

               Zohar                          Zerah

               Shane

Issachar       Zebulun        Gad               Asher

   |              |            |                  |

Tola           Serad        Ziphion             Imnah

Puvah          Elon         Haggi               Ishvah

Iob            Jahleel      Shuni               Ishvi

Shimron                     Ezlon               Serah

                            Eri  Heber,Malchiel - Beriah

                            Arodi

                            Areti

Dan            Naphtali     Benjamin       Joseph

 |                |             |             |

Hushim         Jahzeel      Bela            Mannaseh

               Guni         Becher               Ephraim

               Jezer        Ashbel 

               Shittim      Gera

                            Naaman (Num 26:40 makes him a son of Bela) 

                            Ehi

                            Rosh

                            Muppim

                            Huppim

                            Ard  (Num 26:40 makes him a son of Bela)

These lists are not necessarily sons and could also include descendants. Numbers 26:38-41 says that Ard and Naaman were the sons of Bela It also mentions Ahiram and Shupham and Hupham not mentioned here as the sons of Benjamin. It could be alternate spellings of some of these names. I Chronicles 7:6 says that Benjamin had only three sons - Bela, Becher and Jediael. Huppim is said to be the grandson of Bela. But 8:1ff. lists five sons of Benjamin. In all the lists, the names are different.

Birth of Hezron and Hameel create a problem. Even if Judah had married early, while at Shechem, say when he was 18, and is about 40 when Perez is born, it is not possible for Perez’s children to be born already. Therefore the list includes the seed carried in them into Egypt.
They are met by Joseph at Goshen, where the border is (verse 29). The Israelites are not taken to the capital, but are kept here. Joseph realizes that there are cultural problems in Israel’s coming, since the Egyptians worshipped animals, and may not approve of the Israelite customs with respect to animals (verse 32ff).
