Notes for Slide no:98 and 99
CHAPTER 36
The city states of Edom
Some Esau facts: 
Genesis 25:25 - Twin brother of Jacob elder by a few minutes. He was born when Isaac was sixty, twenty years after his marriage. He is a skillful hunter and farmer and a favorite of his father. One day Jacob asks him for his birthright in exchange for some food, which he gives, showing his disregard and contempt for the same.
Genesis 26:34 - At the age of forty, he married two Hitttite brides, Judith and Basemath who did not get on well with Isaac and Rebekah.
Genesis 27:1 - Isaac wanted to give a special blessing to Esau and asks him to bring some venison cooked. Jacob pretends to be Esau and steals the blessing. This annoys Esau who plans to kill Jacob. Meanwhile Isaac blesses him with a prophecy – he would live in deserts and by the sword and would serve Jacob for a period before breaking free. Hebrews 11:20 call this an act of faith.
Genesis 28:5ff. – Isaac, on Rebekah’s advice, sends Jacob away ostensibly to find a wife from their relatives at Haran. Esau, seeing this, realizes that his parents do not approve of the Hittite wives and so weds Mahalath an Ishmaelite.
Genesis 32:3ff.-  When Jacob returns from his twenty year exile, Esau comes to meet him with 400 men (Genesis 33:1ff.) and receives all the gifts that Jacob sends. He offers to accompany Jacob or to at least provide some persons to help Jacob, but Jacob turns down the offer.
Genesis 35:29 - Esau was present at the burial of Isaac.
Genesis 36:1ff- In I Chronicles 1:34, the names of the wives are changed to Adah and Aholibamah instead of Judith and Basemath!! Ishmael’s daughter is called Basemath and not Mahalath. This passage appears more accurate than Genesis 26. He had one son each from the Adah and Basemath, Eliphaz and Reuel. He had Jeush, Jalaam and Korah by Aholibamah the Hivite.
Genesis 36:6ff. - Esau migrates and settles near Mt. Seir forming the kingdom of Edom. This was because the land of Palestine could not sustain both him and Jacob. His children and descendants became the early rulers and show a joint leadership. In Joshua 24:4 it says that God gave Mt. Seir to Esau.
Malachi 1:2f. - Malachi says that God chose Jacob and not Esau. Romans 9:13 - Paul points out that this choice was made even before they were born. Hebrews 12:16 - The author of Hebrews call Esau an immoral and godless person. He also says that Esau, though he wept, did not repent and so did not receive God’s blessing. 
Verses 1-43 The Edomites
During Jacob’s absence, Esau had left Isaac and settles at Seir probably because of the trouble at home (32:3). The statement in verse 6 “the presence of his brother Jacob” refers to Jacob’s ownership of the birthright as Jacob himself was in Syria. The ‘then’ of verse 6 is indeterminate in time; at some stage he has accepted that the birthright is Jacob’s and left, so that Jacob should have no obstacle to return. Yet we find that Jacob did not return.
The Horites were living in Seir before Esau’s migration. They intermarry thus forming the Edomite kingdom.
26:34 gives Esau’s wives as Judith, daughter of Beeri Hittite
                                             Basemath daughter of. Elon Hittite
28:9 says he also married    Mahalath daughter of Ishmael and sister of Nebaioth. 
Here in 36:2-3 Mahalath is named as Basemath, Basemath as Adah and the third as Aholibamah, daughter of Anah, son of Zibeon, a Hivite. The verses say Anah ‘daughter of’,Zibeon but in verse 24 it says that he was Zibeon’s son and so it is an error here. Anah was a Chief at Seir (Verse 25 and 29). Regarding the dughters of Elon and Ishmael, there most probably is a scribal error involved or both could be having the same name Basemath plus an additional name. Aholibamah was a fourth wife married after coming to Seir. Judith died not having any sons and so is not mentioned. Aholibamah’s children are equated with Esau’s grandchildren (Verse 14) as her children were probably much younger to the others. Aholibamah must have been much younger than Esau and his other wives and her aunt Timna married Esau’s son Eliphaz!!
From verse 36:6, it sounds as if Esau moved again after the arrival of Jacob, but it probably means that in anticipation of Jacob’s return, or to give a clear room to Jacob. It is possible that this was one of the factors that influenced Jacob to return.
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Aholibamah is mentioned because she is the wife of Esau. Similarly Timna is Eliphaz’s wife. There appears to have been women chiefs in the case of Timna and Aholibamah.

Duke Korah in verse 16, appears to be an error. It has probably shifted here from verse 18.

For some reason Anah becomes a chief at par with his elders (verse 29). This may be due to Aholibamah’s marriage to Esau.

The list of kings and chiefs do not seem to be relevant. However it shows Esau’s instant prosperity. He is elevated to kingship immediately, while Jacob and his descendants are landless nomads without a possession. Yet it is finally Jacob’s kingdom which is eternal and not Esau’s. Israel still exists but not Edom.

The origin of the Horites is not given in the Bible.
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