
Notes for Slide no:51 and 52
Verses 10-20 Flight to Egypt
As so often happens on a spiritual journey, there comes a time of severe trial. Abram was in God’s Promised Land, but instead of plenty there is a famine. In the face of this trial, he leaves the Promised Land and goes to Egypt.
As it happens always, when we turn to the world for help, compromise is involved. Sarah is over 65 and yet attractive. It would appear that Abram had decided to share Sarah to survive. It showed the lack of trust in God that Abram had, when he left the land of his fathers’. It is possible that Abram was not sure of God’s presence in this flight and hence turned to deception instead of God for safety.
All this wealth mentioned in verse 16 may have been a kind of dowry given to purchase Sarai. Though the deception was by Abram, the judgment came on the Pharaoh. It may appear unfair, but probably the Pharaoh is also being taught a lesson in not ‘collecting’ women for himself. The nature of the plagues is not mentioned nor are we told how the source of the plagues was traced to Sarai. Probably God communicated with the Pharaoh or some form of divination was used, as is common among the Egyptians.
According to verse 19, Pharaoh had not touched Sarah though enough time had lapsed for plagues to have come on the house of the Pharaoh and for the source to be traced to Sarai. This shows that his intention was probably just to add Sarai to his collection of women.
Abram benefited financially from the deception and Pharaoh suffered. But Abram’s wealth, which also included Hagar, was to prove a curse – leading to separation from Lot and trouble with Sarai.
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