Notes for Slide no:14
The expression ‘let us’ in verse 26 as well as the ‘Elohim’ in Verse 1 are in plural. God is in plural throughout Chapter 1. This use of the plural reflects the triune nature of God. We see this theme of the involvement of all the Three Persons of the Trinity in creation throughout the Bible. 
Man was created to have dominion over created life. Man was the acme of creation and was to rule. Psalm 8:4-8 reinforces this saying:

“What is man that You are mindful of him,
And the son of man that You visit him?
For You (Elohim) have made him a little lower than the  angels,
And You have crowned him with glory and honor.
You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands;
You have put all things under his feet,
All sheep and oxen – 
Even the beasts of the field,
The birds of the air
And the fish of the sea
That pass through the paths of the seas.”	
This dominion of man comes from him being made in the image of God. ‘The image’ (tselem) means a resemblance, a phantom - not the real thing. ‘Likeness’ means appearance. ‘God made man like God but not God. The similarity between man and God is seen in our own Trinitarian structure where man has the three dimensions of physical, emotional and spiritual realms. These three realms can work against each other and at times work independently of each other. But we are the combination of all three. As opposed to animals that do not have a spiritual nature and cannot perceive God, man being in God’s image is seen in being the only praying animal.
The same words ‘image’ and ‘likeness’ are used in Genesis 5:3 for the relationship between Adam and Seth. This means we are as close to God as we are to our parents or children. The term “Father” for God gets a new meaning from this usage.
The wording of verse 27 is significant. ‘Man’ in this verse refers to mankind and is therefore shown to be both male and female. The way ‘image of God’ is followed by ‘male and female’ it could be interpreted that this duality of gender is the image of God. This implies that our divine nature is seen in marriage and our need for community. Since love is an essential attribute of God, which existed with God even before creation, there is a plurality necessary within the Godhead for this attribute to be an eternal reality. Being made in God’s image, man also has this attribute of love which is to be practiced in the male and female relationship.
The term “male and female” is also a hint at Genesis chapter 2 where there is duality of gender within the first created man which is later separated as Adam and Eve.
Original creation was vegetarian according to verses 29 and 30. It would appear that non-vegetarian diet began only after the fall of Adam and Eve.

Dominion
               In Genesis 1:28, God blesses mankind and gives them the command, “… have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” What does this dominion mean? Environmentalists have blamed this verse for much of the destruction of the world around us. They say that it is because of this verse that mankind believes that they can do anything they want to the world. But this is not a fair interpretation of dominion. Dominion does not in this context mean the freedom to do what you want.

· In Genesis 2:15, God entrusts the Garden of Eden to Adam and commands him to look after it on His behalf. That means that the word ‘dominion’ in Genesis 1:28 means that Adam has been given authority over creation to take care of it on behalf of God. It is to do what God would want for the universe and not to use nature to cater to his every whim and fancy.

· It is these two verses taken together that gives us the Biblical perspective of our stewardship role in the world. The idea of God’s ownership of the world is repeated in many different verses in the Bible. In Leviticus 25:23, it says that we cannot sell our land permanently to anyone as the land belongs to God. In I Chronicles 29:14, David says that even what we offer to God belongs to God. Probably the most well known expression is in Psalm 24:1.

· So creation belongs to God and we are caretakers on behalf of God. We are not owners of the things in our control but rather stewards who look after these material things on behalf of God.

The passage says that man was made of the dust of the earth and God “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.” (verse 7). This refers to the Spirit of man being set in him. Compare Job 33:4 “The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the Almighty gives me life.” It is God’s breath that gives us life. Paul interprets the term ‘living being’ in I Corinthians 15:45 as a physical existence.

BACK ( to PPS)
